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TaBLE 2. Craftsbury Population, 1830-188u

Population
1830 982
1840 1,151
1850 1,223
1860 1,413
1870 1,330
1880 1,381

gristmills and hulling mills ground grain and processed oatmeal. Card-
ing machinery was important for the production of wool but disappeared
by 1860 with the rapid decline of the wool industry in Vermont.

By midcentury the intense farming and industrialization of the area
exhausted local resources. The land became less fertile and farm yield
began to decline. The Civil War introduced many young Vermonters to
better land elsewhere, and the arrival of the railroad gave them an easy
avenue of escape. Craftsbury’s population peaked in 1860, slipped gradu-
ally in the 1860s, held steady in the 1870s, and decreased again after 1880.
Although French Canadians took over many farms in Greensboro and
Craftsbury in the late nineteenth century, the 1870s saw the start of a
slow overall decline in farming, traditional industry, and population that
was not reversed until the 1960s with the growth of tourism and other
service industries.

The railroads dramatically changed the lives of local residents. The
Boston and New York markets brought demand for more specialized pro-
duction of dairy and meat products and supplied town residents with a
wide variety of food, clothing, and other necessities. Large, productive
farms thrived, whereas smaller farmers often went out of business (many
of the cellar holes still to be found in local woods date from the coming
of the railroad). Most local mills shut down when it became cheaper to
buy meal or cloth made elsewhere. Lumbering also waned somewhat
but remained an important secondary line of work for farmers.

Railroads also made northern Vermont accessible to tourists and va-
cationers. By the 1880s a traveler could leave Boston early in the morn-
ing and arrive in Craftsbury at the end of the day by taking a series of
trains to Hardwick or Greensboro Bend and a coach for the final leg
of the journey. Boardinghouses and three hotels as well as newer inns
in Greensboro catered to the tourist trade.

Tourism helped the local economy, as did increased demand for lc..l
dairy products, but the virtual disappearance of local industry and the






