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This eminent pianist enjoyed his visit to Burlington. Prob-
ably he did not read what a reviewer for the Burlington
Free Press wrote about his recital . . .

Louis Moreau Gottschalk’s Visit
to Vermont in 1862

By JANE AMBROSE

0oUIS MOREAU GOTTSCHALK, who was born in New Orleans in 1829,

was the first American composer to include vernacular elements

of American music in his works. He successfully captured the Negro

and Creole rhythms and melodies he had heard as a child, and later,

when he visited Latin America, he was able to incorporate the spirit
of Latin musical culture into his individualistic style.

Gottschalk studied piano and theory in Paris and earned the praise
and friendship of Berlioz, Chopin, and Liszt. He became the idol of
the French salons where rich patrons vied for his attention. His most
famous compositions were either fantasies on American themes, such
as “The Union,” which he wrote to express his sympathy for the North
during the Civil War, or sentimental ballads such as “The Last Hope,”
which was perhaps the best-known popular composition of the nine-
teenth century, unless its popularity was surpassed by another of his
works entitled “The Dying Poet.” This flamboyant exponent of Louisi-
ana and the American musical spirit died in Rio de Janeiro in 1869.
His memoir, Notes of a Pianist,! is an engrossing portrayal of the im-
pressions and experiences of a recognized itinerant artist.

1. Louis Moreau Gottschalk, Notes Of A Pianist (Philadelphia, J. B. Lippincott &
Co., 1881).

125









