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The Autobiography of Levi Allen 

Levi Allen referred to himself as a 
citizen of no nation, but of the world. 

Edited by MICHAEL A. BELLESILES 

J i/s, when not frighteningly brutal, are notorious for being 
excessively boring. Confined to a Quebec jail on 29 June 1797 for 
suspicion of high treason, Levi Allen passed the time by reading 

and by copying favored passages from the popular press into his large 
day book. The tedium of St. Limbo, as he called his jail, provoked A lien's 
muse, and he penned a number of largely forgettable poems about the 
perfidy of lawyers, the uncertain but valuable nature of friendship and 
family, and the abysmal quality of jail house food. In the midst of these 
jottings, Allen began a brief autobiography, seeking to explain to himself 
how he had come to this unfortunate pass. 

At his death in 1801, Levi Allen's papers passed to his brother Ira Allen. 
The latter's son, Ira H. Allen, sold off the bulk of the Allen family papers 
to that inveterate collector Henry Stevens of Barnet, Vermont. Levi Allen's 
day book was just one of the nearly thirty-! our thousand items collected 
by Stevens that were purchased by the New York State Library in 1875 
for two thousand dollars. 

Damaged by the Albany State Capito/fire of March 1911, Levi Allen's 
daybook was hastily packed into a box, where it remained largely un
disturbedfor nearly eighty years. To view the Stevens documents in Albany 
was no easy task. There was no indexing of any kind and, after receiving 
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permission to descend into the dark room where the old boxes full of 
ancient documents were stored, one had to turn the pages with steel tongs 
provided for the purpose. (I am informed that the library used to supply 
ivory tongs, but someone kept them as a souvenir.) Obviously, under such 
circumstances something so common as a badly burned daybook would 
receive no attention. 

And so Levi Allen's autobiography, like so many other treasures in 
the Stevens Collection, remained unknown to scholars. But in 1985, Ver
mont's State Archivist Gregory Sanford and Jim Corsaro of the New York 
State Library agreed that these papers deserved a better fate. Thanks to 
the efforts of Corsaro and Sanford, and to a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, the Stevens Papers were moved to the 
Vermont State Archives, where Eleazer Durfee arranged and indexed the 
documents, and Linda Bluto microfilmed them for public use. 1 

In 1988, while in Montpelier researching the economic attitudes of the 
Loyalists, I first came upon Levi Allen's daybook. Allen's fascination with 
the latest free market theories proved most intriguing, and his poetry kept 
me turning the pages. One of the rare pleasures of the historian is to stumble 
upon something completely unexpected. On one page, without heading 
of any kind, appeared the words: "Levi Allen was born on the mountains 
of Cornwall." So begins Allen's brief autobiography, a rare insight into 
the mind of the sole loyalist member of a prominent patriot f amity. 2 

What emerges from these few pages is, as his closest friends realized, 
an eccentric character full off ervor and ironic wit, an intelligent and loyal 
individual not always appreciated by his contemporaries- or even his/ ami
ty. But Allen's is also a tragic tale of one life caught in the maelstrom 
of the American Revolution. Constantly certain of his ability to control 
events, Levi Allen was consistently swept away by historic forces he could 
not fully appreciate. 

Allen's life is full of contradictions. On the one hand, he was excited 
by new economic theories that did not yet enjoy widespread application 
in his society, and he came to despise England's traditional ways of con
ducting business, with their emphasis on connection and birth. But on 
the other hand, Allen loathed the new democratic theories and practices 
unleashed by the American Revolution. Allen proved himself resilient and 
passionate, committed to his f amity and able to come up fighting, no 
matter how disastrous his latest failure. He found his closest friends and 
allies in his family, yet always felt victimized, especially by his brother 
Ira. A few pages before his autobiography begins, Levi wrote a poem 
expressing his sense of where he fit in the f amity: 

I attended Zimri, till all hopes were gone 
But did not wish to see his untimely urn 
I attended Heman till all hope vanished 
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But would not See him breathe his last 
I attended Lucy till all hope was over 
And left her with her babe to cover 
I always fled from death you See 
But death and I must Still agree 
Ira always came in when life was over 
to get what worldly goods remain 
to which my feeling n'er could bend 
Ira-the executor to what remained 
to where my friends went I can't tell 
I know little of heaven, less of hell. 3 

And still, somehow, Ira remained Levi's friend and confidant, the reci
pient of scores of letters and a store of unasked-! or advice. They worked 
together to increase thefamily'sfortune and stood surety to one another's 
loans. Warning Ira of "a bitter enemy to the Allen Family" in 1788, Levi 
admitted that "/ have always depended on you and still depend. "4 

The same complexities marked Levi's relations with his brother Ethan. 
In his daybook, Levi calls Ethan "No Brother in the first place," and a 
"monster, in human Shape; highly dangerous to the progress of morality 
and Virtue." When Ethan charged Levi with being a Tory, Levi chal
lenged Ethan to a duel. "/ never considered any one action of my life, 
with more Serious Philosophical Attention." But "the old Soldier" re
fused to fight Levi, and looking back at the matter from the perspective 
of 1797, Levi was not certain that he had been correct in his actions. 
"However the termination gave me Pleasure, and the fortunate conse
quences Infinitely more," in helping to reunite him with Ethan. And news 
of Ethan's death touched Levi deeply. As he wrote George Washington, 
Ethan "was not only a brother, but a real friend. " 5 

Curiously, just two years after Levi Allen wrote his memoir, his brother 
Ira also wrote an autobiography in jail. While the two memoirs validate 
each other on a number of key points, their tone is entirely different. Where 
Ira Allen is cold and analytical, and concerned primarily with land deals, 
Levi Allen is intense and idiosyncratic, concerned with personal affairs 
and proving that blame for his many failures lay elsewhere. Yet Levi and 
Ira share an emphasis on family. It would be unusual for the author of 
a modern memoir to devote as much attention and emotion to family 
as do the Allens. Throughout their lives, the Allens seemed to be con
stantly measuring themselves against one another, defining their ex
periences and identity within a family context, and, despite their occa
sional misunderstandings and resentments, relying on one another. 6 

In many ways Levi Allen is but a footnote, even to the history of Ver
mont. Interesting only because he was the loyalist brother of Ethan and 
Ira Allen, he usually appears in historical accounts solely to provide 
comic relief The only extended scholarly biography of Levi Allen is a 
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master's thesis by B. F. Cockerham. 7 Otherwise most accounts of Levi 
Allen focus on the lawsuit filed by Ethan and Ira Allen in 1778, charging 
their brother with loyalism and seeking the confiscation of his property 
by Vermont. Such narratives draw heavily on the very curious collection 
of letters Levi Allen published in the Connecticut Courant in March 1779. 
Levi does not actually refute the charges, presenting instead a chronicle 
off amilial affection. It is an odd defense, one that did not succeed in 
saving all his lands from expropriation. 8 But perhaps these letters did 
attain Levi's real intent, to effect a reconciliation with his family. The 
minute Ethan Allen actually met with Levi, all past animosities were swept 
away, and the political prodigal was accepted back into the clan. 9 

Levi Allen's loyalism has appropriately troubled a number of 
biographers. Present at the taking of Ticonderoga from the British in 1775, 
Levi devoted himself for two years to obtaining Ethan A lien's release from 
British captivity. 10 On the other hand, Levi traveled with the British 
army, spoke critically of the new government of the United States, fought 
Vermont's entry into the union, and filed a loyalist claim after the war. 
Allen was indeed a loyalist, but one driven by economic motivations. 

Allen originally joined the British army in New York City in an effort 
to arrange his brother's release. But the temptation to trade with the British 
for specie overwhelmed any hesitation he may have felt about con
ducting business with his brother's captors. Following the army South, 
Levi mixed his two goals: working to win Ethan's freedom and to make 
a profit. 11 While with the British army in the South, Levi became aware 
of the opportunities available in the Floridas, which the British planned 
to make a refuge for the Southern loyalists. New colonies provided ma
jor opportunities to those who invested early. Allen hoped to be one of 
those lucky investors, purchasing land rights in East Florida and opening 
a store there in 1781. 

It seemed obvious to Allen that everyone would benefit economically 
if the Americans and British just quit their senseless fighting and got down 
to what really mattered: business. Thus he blamed the Continental Con
gress not just for failing to gain his brother's release-it took a British 
officer, Archibald Campbell, to accomplish that goal-butfor rebuffing 
all eff arts at reconciliation. He blamed the British, in turn, for con
tinuing "the damned war" and not perceiving the economic opportunities 
in American independence. For Allen, that new disease, nationalism, 
served no purpose but to hinder trade. And free trade offered the best 
hope for the future. 12 

Levi Allen referred to himself as a citizen of no nation, but of the 
world. 13 A product of the Enlightenment and of that radical new thinker, 
Adam Smith, Allen saw free trade as the one weapon that could shatter 
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all the barriers and superstitions of the dead past. Since the United States 
first refused, and then could not sign afree trade treaty with Britain, Ver
mont would best serve its citizens by staying independent. By signing a 
free trade treaty with Britain, Vermont would become the conduit for 
British productions to the northern part of the United States. Goods would 
travelfrom Montreal up the Richelieu Valley, through Levi Allen's store 
in St. Jean, to the other Allens in Vermont, from there to be spread 
throughout the northern states. 14 

Levi Allen's imperial visions did not end there. He sought the same 
goal in East Florida. As a colony of the British empire, East Florida would 
serve as the entrep6t for British manufactures into the southern states. 
At each end of this trade pincer would be Levi Allen, merchant for the 
A ti antic world. 

But Britain betrayed these dreams. In 1783, Britain shocked its loyalist 
supporters by ceding East Florida to Spain. In Allen's eyes, Britain had 
broken its contractual relationship with its most loyal subjects and deserved 
no further respect. Like most of those who had settled in the region, Levi 
Allen felt forsaken, and took his bitterness with him into yet another 
exile. 15 

In 1790, Allen filed an angry demand, more than a request, for 
recompense from the British government. Allen's loyalist claim complained 
that this "unnatural war" had separated him from his f amity for nearly 
six years and ruined his fortune. Though the peace treaty had allowed 
for the safe return of refugees and the retrieval of debts, Levi found "that 
instead of collecting his debts, agreeably to the Treaty, or obtaining any 
Part of his Property, he was obliged to fly by night to Vermont for Refuge." 

Allen felt trapped by the complexities of British law. It was a Bleak 
House in which he kept knocking on the wrong door and seeing the wrong 
official, only to finally discover that he had filed his claim too late. Allen 
did not know whom to blame; both sides had stolen his property. Writing 
in the third person, Allen charged that the "vile re[p]tiles whom neither 
Faith of Treaties, Laws of Man, or even God can bind; drove . .. [Allen] 
into So many Misfortunes by depriving him of his Property." Not sur
prisingly, given the document's tone, the claims commission rejected 
Allen's appeal. 16 

Allen reflects well the difficulty historians have generalizing about 
loyalists, who supported Britain for a variety of reasons. 17 The more 
ideological loyalists distrusted those like Levi Allen whose loyalty hinged 
so obviously on self-interest. Allen never earned the trust of other loyalists 
in Canada, who continued to think, not unreasonably, that he sought 
to cheat them. Allen beat his chest in sorrow for all he had lost, and then 
moved inf or the kill. In one petition, he complained that "the truly un-
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happy rebellion" had reduced him "to such a degree, that I only ask the 
favour of being at the head of a Party of Peasants, to cultivate the deserts 
of Canada." He then tried to cheat another group of loyalists out of some 
of the best land in the Richelieu Valley. As William Jarvis wrote Samuel 
Peters, they had to keep an eye on "that worthless fellow Levi Allen"for 
the protection of their fellow loyalists. 18 

The American Revolution and its aftermath convinced Allen that neither 
the United States nor Britain deserved his trust. That did not mean, though, 
that they could not be useful to him. Allen made several attempts to per
suade the British government to issue him and hundreds of supposed part
ners an enormous land grant. In the name of just over two thousand 
"ancient loyalists," Allen requested all the land between Missisquoi Bay 
and Lake Memphremagogfrom the U.S. border to the St. Francis River. 
The Council for Crown Land, after determining that most of the names 
appeared to have been written by the same hand-Levi Allen's-found 
little reason to proceed with this grant. 19 

After failing to acquire this mini-empire, Allen turned his efforts to 
negotiating a free trade agreement with the British, acting unofficially 
in the name of Vermont. But Allen discovered that he lacked the proper 
qualifications: he had no connections and he had failed to buy them. For 
some reason, Allen would not stoop to bribery and apparently did not 
purchase the influence of a member of Parliament, a step necessary to 
his plan. As a consequence, he spun his wheels in London for several 
years. Even his effort to fight a duel in defense of Vermont's honor was 
haughtily rebuffed-Allen did not have the correct status to duel a 
gentleman. He finally gave up and returned to Burlington, Vermont. 20 

Levi Allen did persist, though, in his efforts to extort land from the 
British empire. He petitioned for one land grant after another and 
worked to keep alive the dream of a Quebec-to-Burlington trade route. 
These efforts, and his tendency to pursue questionable business practices, 
landed Allen in jail several times in the 1790s. "Keep yourself or your 
body clear of prison," Levi Allen advised his brother Ira, "Evil-Evil
Evil. Remember Levi has always been faithful. "21 

And, in his way, Levi Allen remained faithful to his family, if to no 
political system. He reserved his greatest loyalty for Anna Allen of New 
Milford, Connecticut, whom he married on 29 July 1779. Anna Allen 
seems to have played a significant role in reuniting the Allens after the 
war. She possessed a wonderful sense of humor and enjoyed an especial
ly warm relationship with Ira Allen, the two exchanging bantering letters 
for nearly twenty years. 22 Anna Allen bore one daughter, also named 
Anna, born 6 December 1780. In 1793 the Allens went to Pennsylvania 
to enroll the younger Anna in the Bethlehem Moravian Seminary. Before 
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leaving, Levi wrote Ira that he felt keenly the passage of time and the 
death of his siblings. Where once there had been "Six Brothers . .. carry
ing on Business in a Brotherly and advantagious manner," now "insatiable 
death hath devoured four." Levi offered Ira his lands before "the 
Crooked Scythe makes his last Stroke," and "drop! a Tear over the 
expiring Family Honor." Nonetheless, Levi retained "Faith that a Phenix 
will arise out of the ashes" and revive the family's fortunes. But these 
hopes also were shattered, for on 22 May 1795 Levi's daughter Anna died 
at Bethlehem. 23 

In 1797, as a result of the separate machinations of Ira Allen and a 
Rhode Island merchant named David McLane, the government in Quebec 
became convinced that a plot was afoot to spark a Canadian rebellion. 
In the sweep of the usual suspects, the British officials picked up Levi 
Allen. Lieutenant-Governor John Simcoe assured Ira Allen that Levi had 
been imprisoned only because of "some rash & outrageous Expressions 
of which he is abundantly capable." The government held Allen for two 
months in Fort St. Louis without charges- giving Levi a chance to write 
his memoir-and released him on 3 September 1797. 24 

Allen seems to have drifted his last few years, conducting a few land 
deals, but little else. He stayed close to his home and wife, and fell deeper 
into debt as his complicated business arrangements unravelled. Levi Allen 
died on 16 December 1801 while imprisoned! or debt in the Burlington jail. 

The original text of his daybook is unpaginated with the autobiography 
beginning on the sixtieth page. There are numerous other autobiographical 
references in the daybook, but this memoir has been treated as a separate 
text with page numbers appearing in brackets. Allen switches often from 
the first to third person and back again. No grammatical or spelling cor
rections have been made. 

LEVI ALLEN'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Levi Allen was born on the mountains of Cornwall in the rough in
terior part of Connecticut in New England, as reported by his parents, 
which facts he has no reason to dispute, finding self there very young 
in the reign of George the second. 25 He is much Indebted to nature for 
a good constitution and no less to his parents for nursing it. 

His education was Such as the Country afforded as Small improve
ment in incorrect English, with vu[l]gar arithmatick. But this deficiency 
was abundantly supplied with a double Portion of Religious tenates. Dur
ing my youth catachise and worm seed was my constant allowance, with 
Psalm singing, in the latter of which I Proved no adept, to the great mor
tification of my Parents and teachers, on Monday mornings commonly 
took a flagilation for the levities of Sunday. My father dying when [I 
was] a youth of Eleven years, six brothers hopeful brothers left to the 
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cair of a too indulgent Mother, the eldest (Ethan) sometime after engag
ing in an Iron Manufactury at Salisbury the family removed there. 26 His 
inexperience in the Iron business recommended him to N. Hampshire 
Grants since called Vermont; that being a Place of refuge equal to Rome 
in the [2] time of Romelus the founder. 27 Which misfortune proved a 
great favor to the elder brother, and advantagious to others of the fami
ly. Previous to the elder brother (Ethan) quiting the Iron business at 
Salisbury aforesaid, he then acting as dictator of the younger brethren, 
Levi in a mifwalked off, then about fifteen years of age. 28 After wander
ing a while as unacquainted with the world as they with him, he recom
mended himself so well as to get the berth of a school master in an in
terior settlement in the then Province of New York amongst honest il
literate Dutchmen who were fond of teaching their children English. here 
he remained some time not that the business suited his Volatile Ideas which 
then began to expand, and every day his consequence increased on reflec
tion that he could live without the assistance of his good mother, and 
more so without that of his arbitrary brother; but his Stay was to increase 
his finances which were then but small. Here I must remark his catachism 
came in play as that was a Part of his duty, his expertness in that gave 
him great credit with the Dutchmen. [3] Taking a very affectionate leave 
of the Dutchmen and his pupils with promise of returning as Soon as 
business would permit. [summer 1765] He proceeded to Albany, where 
he made some enquiry as to landed matters as his father was a considerable 
land holder on Cornwall mountains and had early taught him that next 
to religion landed Property was the most Substantial; 29 and hearing Col. 
H. Lydius 30 then in Albany had a large tract of good land lying east of 
Saratoga only 38 miles from Albany 31 which he would dispose of on Very 
favourable terms to the purchaser, and having then on hand as he then 
conceived a monstrous large Sum of money the most of which he had 
amassed by his own industry and economy, amounting to very near one 
hundred dollars, which disturbed his repose for fear of being robbed in 
so much that he changed the silver into gold and sewed it in the waistband 
of his small clothes. In preparing to wait on Col. Lydius he shaved himself 
then went to a hair-dresser for the first time to have his hair dressed but 
first contracted for the price which he punctually paid, (and has had many 
good laugh with the barber Since) Then waited of Said Lydius and made 
a written contract for 1000 acres [4] of land provided he liked the same 
on examination: And to the surprise of said Lydius, Allen wrote the agree
ment himself. And proceeding to reconnoiter the premises, which he found 
good. Previous to viewing the country or large tracts of land he pur
chased efusive amonitions proper for traversing the deserts into which 
he slew 14 deer Some bears and other animals. In the course of which 
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he introduced himself to a party of Indian hunters, and having a plentiful 
Stock of the best of Pow[ d]er supplyed their wants and received in return 
Peltry. Those Indians introduced him to several other parties of hunters 
all [of] which he often Supplyed with every thing they wanted, bringing 
the same from Albany. 32 And thus early commenced Indian trader. 
And in the winter following [1766] Surprised my Good Mother and 
brethren at Salisbury with my presents, and more so with the quantity 
of Peltries I brat which was considerably augmented by the addition of 
a Credit my merchant gave me in Albany on no other Recommendation 
but the pushing industry he observed in the course of Supplying the 
Indian hunters. 33 I am the more particular in [5] relating the early oc
curences in life than I shall be in the more advanced parts; in order to 
benefit the riseing youths, as much depends on a good begining Viz. ad
vansing in the right way; a youth with a good constitution tho' ignorant 
of the world, but what he doth know is true being derived from nature 
and a moral (tho' contracted education) ls much better off to begin this 
world, than one with a fortune connected with hereditery disease 
knowledge of the world as it calls so, Viz. the debaucheries, and conse
quent debilities of body and mind. To the former especially if ofvigerous 
body and enterprising mind, the world, (as the Polite Phrase is) will open 
fast enough, full as fast as he is prepared for it. And to be at great ex
pence to learn it fast is (to say nothing of the risk of morals & health) 
would be to as little purpose, as to instruct a youth in the mohawk lingo, 
in order to recommend him to the mercantile business in London. Nothing 
appears more redicalous to men of business, than to see a young fellow 
who hath no dependanse in life but his good behaviour, Viz. Industry 
economy [6] and enterprising Exertions, let him be religiously Punctual, 
not in order to go to heaven, but to live happily on Earth, tho' it is one 
of the bye Paths that leads directly into the great high road to Heaven, 
in which their is much more travil than Some of our good Superstitious 
Clergymen will admit of - God forgive their uncharitableness. - Everyone 
to his trade (to use a Vulgerism) I leave the Clergy and return to my peltry 
[fur] which at that time I did not so long neglect. - I bot a cheap strong 
horse not a low Prised horse, but one cheap for his goodness and 
Something the more for his humbleness, and Set out a Pedling and retail
ing my Pel try, lodging quantities in Various Parts to be Sold on Commis
sion. what remained in the Spring was Vendued, and the whole collection 
made a handsome Sum. Not satisfied with this, tho' the prior [activity?] 
had nearly run him [Allen] mad, he proceeded early in the Spring on his 
way to Detroit, to explore the Indian Trade in Perfection. 34 Paid his 
Friend before mention[ed] in Albany every farthing, and got double in 
debt, which is the never failing consequences of Punctuality, Joined to 
honest frugal Industry. [7] 
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Then proceeded on for Detroit; but being unacquainted with the trade 
took but few goods in the Credit, and those Chosen by the advice of an 
Old honest Dutchman whose years and property acquired had induced 
him to give up the business retaining the principal part of his cash by 
the said Dutchmans advice as being sure of coming to a good Market. 
Not Seting out with the consequence of an Indian trader but as a hired 
Man in a Traders boat on wages, paying a Small trifle for the carriage 
of the light goods he put on board, giving not the least information of 
the Cash he had, which was [loaded?] up by himself in a Cask of goods, 
and went on hail fellow with his brother batteau men. 

At Detroit his goods Answered Very well but his cash better the number 
in want of that article, which ever was and ever will be the case, and 
although his conscience, (to use a Scripture Phrase) was not Scared, And 
notwithstanding his Strict Christian education and all his catachise Sup
pers before mentioned, yet as his business there was to make money he 
did not forget the main design; he the[n] got acquainted with Mr. Peter 
Pond, Prior from Old Milford, Connecticut, 35 who Inform'd him great 
bargains were to be made for hard cash with the french who lived in and 
about Detroit, who by excleastic injunctions were not allowed to sell the 
Savages Spiritous liquors, 36 many of whom [8] were farmers, but car
ried on a inconsiderable trade with the Indians by supplying them with 
bread, &c. and being unconnected with the merchants below would sell 
their peltry very cheap with whom by Said Ponds assistance (who spoke 
good French) I finished my purchases. 37 Allen was the first man that 
went a trading voiage to that Port with Cash, and the first trader that 
ever wrought as a hired man in a batteau and probably the first boy that 
ever undertook to teach school without learning and yet gave Satisfac
tion. 38 Tho' 'tis to be observed he industrously informed himself while 
he taught others and purchased the School-Masters assistant. 

He returned to Salisbury early in the fall [1766) and had the honour 
of a second triumph by this time becoming Master Pedler he employed 
several under him: and Prepaired for the Spring trade much in the man
ner before mentioned. And reached Detroit early in the Season with a 
large addition of Cash the article of his stock in trade, which Sold Very 
well but not equal to the preceding year. 39 Some others had taken the 
hint and were Prepaired with Cash for lobing bargains. 

Allen returned with his Peltry in good order early in the fall in high 
spirits tho' not so much intoxicated with success as on the two former 
occations [9] tho' he had gained more property but not so much in pro
portion to his Capital Stocks, and being then accustomed to property 
& Success bore with more steadiness and what was remarkable he had 
at that time from his birth never drunk a gallon nore even the half of 
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it of any kind of distilled spirits, he drank moderately of Cyder or other 
fermented liquors. 40 

The ensuing year [1768) he purchased goods agreeably to a plan he had 
laid for a counterband trade finding a new Trader Stood no Chance at 
Detroit with the old established ones whose connections of long Standing 
with the Indians carried all the Trade of Detroit. Therefore he had 
planned to go to the Meami 41 and establish a Store there and make an 
independant fortune in [indecipherable] which he peresvereing carried into 
effect contrary to the established rule of Trade, but came Very near lose
ing his life not by the Indians whose Friendship he firmly Secured by af
fable humour and condesention to their Manners and customs, and by 
Some well timed liberalities especially to the warriors, on their return from 
expeditions; on which occations he treated them to a ball dressed himself 
in Indian apparrel and frequently danced all night with them round a 
large fire, and frequently concluded [10) the dance by striping naked and 
Ju[m]ping through the blase of the fire. His danger, which he [burned
learned of?] by the friendship of the Indians, who discovered it first : was 
from those in the employ of the great Traders, whither their design of 
murdering him was concerted by the great Traders or by their own malice 
is unknown. 42 But the Faithful Indians, assisted and guarded him with 
his property clear of all danger; and it was with the greates[t] difficulty 
he could make the Indians accept of the least recompence for so great 
a fateague and preservation. The Indians are Poss[ess]ed of great hospitali
ty and generour humanity, excepting Some customs in war which some 
evil gini ! hath unhappily introduced among them. 43 

In fact not only the Savage customs, but all War in its every nature 
is Savage and a total departure from Right, and all the Politeness Chris
tians, Mahometans, Jews &c. can never make Right that which is in 
diametrical opposition thereto-A defensive war is the only one that can 
be Justified by truth plain reason & Justice - Truth and reason are the 
Same with Pagans or Christians, and a defensive war are hardly admissi
ble on the principles of the latter. The Christians have not so much to 
boast over the American Indians as they Vainly [ 11] attribute to themselves. 
The savage's hospitable Charity is enough to make a Christian blush. But 
to return to where we left Allen Parting with his Friends the Indians, which 
was on lake Erie at one of the Sanders bay Ilands, 44 In returning he passed 
thro' many difficult & Trying Scenes in Obtaining a Past-port certificate 
&c. from the Commissary of Indian affairs 45 which we pass over on Acct. 
of their prolixity as well as unentertaining to those unacquainted with 
the particular customs then prevailing, Suffice it to Say he came within 
a hairs bredth oflosing the whole; and being prepaired for keeping a Dutch 
school again. However he returned Safe to Salisbury again with his cargo, 



88 

and never Attempted the trade, as he make a Vow to the godess of for
tune he were to quit the Trade if She was to help him out that time. 46 

He then went to Philadelphia hired a Skinner and breaches makers which 
he employed; 4 7 and at the same time Joined with his his [sic] brother 
Heman in mercantile business and carried on both at Salisbury many years 
with good success. 4 s 

[Levi] Allen, A total Stranger to misfortune, till after a Cabinet Coun
cil was called in Hell at the [12] instigation of the Pope, with envy and 
Jealousy on the rising Rapid increase of the Power of Britain, particular
ly marking the Astonishing Augmentation in the Colonies whose extent 
in Arrable lands exceeded all Europe put together. The Devil and the Pope 
& others in Co. So managed the Matter as to Set at Varience the mother 
Country and her then darling loving Children in the Colonies, and the 
Schism increased by means of fools, knaves &c. &c. to opin hostilities 
by means of which many an honest man lost his life, Some a limb, and 
others only their fortunes, Witness the many Widows, fatherless & beg
gars, in both Countrys, who water their couches with innocent tears, and 
the distressed breast heaves an involuntary Sigh unpitied, while the authors 
of their distress roll in Coaches unmoved and as unconcerned as the horses 
that draw them. 

From this unhappy Period Allen dates his Damnation! "Then he became 
a child of Sorrow and acquainted with grief." 49 He lost not live nor limb, 
but what was tantemount, his Peace of mind, Suffered greatly in interest, 
and would have lost his life had not Some previous Charitable acts Saved 
it, which at the time he Expected no temporary advantage, and that was 
the only advantage he ever recieved from charitable [13] [burned] except 
what the would cannot rob one of - the pleasure ariseing from the 
performance. 

He fully expected even long after hostilities commensed that an ac
comodation would take Place. Thus he argued from the reasonableness 
and fitness of things and as he thought an absolute necessity for it; but 
Pride madness and folly presided over the Councils, and a war was car
ried on in which neither party had anything to gain and much to loos. 
"Wisdom &c. seemed to be hidden from the wise and prudent & revealed 
unto babes" 50 -And now all the Devils in Hell were let loos, Viz. all the 
horrors of War, with the Powerful addition of all that attend those of 
an intestine nature, father against Son and the Son against father, brother 
against brother, Friend against Friend, and neighbour agt. neighbour &c. 
Blood, Murder roberies imprisonments tarring & feathering, ill will, false 
informations thro' malace or a heated Zeal &c-were Ensigns of the day, 
moderation alone was highly criminal, All Virtue collectively centered 
in Whigism and the reverse into to in [sic] the least Suspison of Toryism: 
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What a fiew months before was !audible and praiseworthy now deserved 
and merited the Punishment of John Rogers in Smithfield s 1 [14] with 
additions &c. but I will draw a Vail over the disagreeable Sene, after 
adding a fiew words on the other Side; thereby means of the intestine 
war or rather rebellion eradicated all polite humanity from the breast of 
Britain, by which means the horrors of war were greatly increased. 
disagreeable Scenes lnsued! s2 - - - - -

He was in Halifax early in the war, and met with a very rough recep
tion from the Old Sailor, then Governor Arburthnot, 53 but on further 
acquaintance found him, humane Sivil and polite. Afterwards with the 
british in New York when their best and largest army was collected under 
the command of Genl. How, Lord How s4 commanding the navy. Then 
in New London gaol, ss then thro' the States again with the British at 
Camden, Charlestown, Savannah, s6 and East florida, and in the west 
Indies at the arrival of the news of Peaces 7 - I mean the Peace of Paris 
ever memorable for its infamousness to the British Nation. A disgraceful 
war ended by a more infamous Peace. - But in the national consequences 
Allen forgets [15] himself, who lost by the Said Peace of Paris 1783, his 
whole capital, ss and three years attentive Industerous labour under the 
Torred Zone; Exclusive of being drove from a Virtuous perfectly agreeable 
wife child friends relations, native Country &c. 

And to close the diabolical black Catalogue, Allen is thrown into close 
gaol without examination, hearing, trial or accusation. 

P .S. of a letter to Sarni Yates Esquire 
As ill natured a Devil as I am, I generally have the good fortune to agree 
with myself; Tho' in truth I must Say, we Sometimes fall out as the best 
friends will, but those matters are always reconsidered by laying the fault 
on others; the absent commonly bear the blame, and carry off the Sin, 
like the scape-goat in the days of the cunning Isralites. 
[ 17] [burned] After dispairing the confinement, merely as Such; Abstractly 
considered; and naming three Considerations truly afflicting: my better 
half, some engagements I was under would expose me in a cruel manner 
to those there was too much reason to believe would take every advan
tage, and unjust public odium. (Add) otherwise I am as happy as those 
drinking wine at the communion Table of the elect- - -let the world 
rage on, I am only to be damn'd! at last, (thank God) according to the 
Holy blue skin Predestinarian Catechism. - --
P. S. Hell groans! something will come/ orth. The gaoler is afraid of /ose
ing a Customer- -Poor man, he hath been very unfortunate of late. 
The D. help- --
[18] 
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Extempore 
Forty Suns deign'd thro' grates to bless, 59 

A soul is roll'd in deep distress, 
Like Davids Psalms, Cal'd on the lord; 
No answer Came, no not a word. 

N.B. There are lords exclusive of the Lord Jehovah! Yet for reasons
the last mentioned Lord doth not Answer So Soon as one in accute distress 
might wish. All this may be Said without any irreverence, or going into 
the reasons of Providence, which the most learned and Pagan are equally 
capable of searching out. - -

To the baker whose bread contained a small reptile, and afterwards 
a loaf had in it a piece of wood - - Sir I I supposed my lodging in St. 
Limbo upstairs, excluded me from many misfortunaes, in Particular from 
reptiles but a sly snake found his way up in a loaf of bread. Since which 
I received a billet of Wood in the same way. I thank you for the wood 
but desire you to send no more till the frost sets in - Sir, your humble Sevt. 

to the Master Baker that Supplies the Castle of St. Limbo. 
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Courant, 16 June 1777, 24 November, 15 December 1778, 9 February, 2 and 30 March, 3 August 1779; 
Levi Allen to Nathaniel Taylor, 2 August 1797, Allen Family Papers. 

' 6 All three British victories, 1779-80. Allen could not have been at Savannah when it fell to the British 
in January 1779, but may have been present when a combined American-French force failed to retake 
the town in September 1779. Ironically, the British commander at Savannah was Col. Archibald 
Campbell, the very man for whom the Americans had exchanged Ethan Allen. The naval forces at 
Charlestown were led by Admiral Arbuthnot, whom Levi Allen knew. An undated fragment by Levi 
in the Levi Allen Papers indicates that he was at Camden with Lord Rawdon, but there is no record 
of Allen on any of the surviving British muster sheets. Allen traveled with the British as a merchant, 
not as a soldier. 

"Allen built a store on the St. John River in East Florida in 1781, which he sold in May 1783. 
According to his loyalist claim, Allen left East Florida for Antigua shortly thereafter-though he only 
got as far as New Providence, Nassau, as his boat sprang a leak. He was back in Vermont in late 1783. 
Levi to Ira Allen, 29 December 1783, Allen Family Papers. 

"Allen is exaggerating here. As noted earlier, he lost a great deal, but not everything. In another, 
undated letter in the Allen Family Papers he wrote that he had "a good property left, tho' much deranged 
& cruelly Scattered." He also received £100 from Lord Grenville thanks to the effort of Lt. Governor 
John Simcoe. Simcoe to Dundas, 2 August 1791, PAC, Series Q, 278: 260-62. 

"Written on Allen's fortieth day in jail, 7 August 1797. 


