














The anti-suffrage press was, of course, delighted at the outcome of the
election on the suffrage question. They claimed it proved how little the re­
form had taken hold, and blamed the presence of outside agitators for the
failure of the campaign. ''Their outlay of time and money and vituperation
had the good effect to settle the question more firmly than it otherwise
would have been.' '02 The Brattleboro Phoenix agreed with Harvey Howes,
however, that many of the delegates had been either too timid or too con­
servative to vote for the measure, and that the smaU vote in favor was by no
means indicative of support for the amendment. 53 It cited the large number
of petitions which had been laid before the convention supporting the suf­
frage measure, far outnumbering those which opposed it. "Seven hundred
and three women of lawful age sent petitions to the late convention at
Montpelier asking for the adoption of the amendment, .. and three
hundred and sixty-two sent remonstrances against its adoption.' 'H

The Woman's Journal claimed that "the opinions and wishes of Ver­
mont women had been ignored as ruthlessly as their rights" and was out­
raged at the way the amendment was handled at the convention. "They
flouted all discussion of the question and voted it down with utmost alac­
rity." But, the Journal assured its readers, it was not surprised by the out­
come. "No one cognizant of the bigotry, narrowness and general ignor­
ance that prevail in Vermont will be surprised at this result. It is not a pro­
gressive State but the contrary. "55 The liberty-loving Green Mountain
State, which the Journal back in January had predicted would be so re­
ceptive to political progress, had fallen from grace.

A month after the convention was over Henry Blackwell, in an article
entitled, "The Lesson of Vermont," reasonably concluded that the small
vote in favor of woman suffrage merely served to indicate how new the
question was for the people of Vermont, and the very fact that so much
opposition had resulted from the agitation of the issue was indicative of the
interest generated by the campaign. 56 Surely, the very fact that discussion
of the amendment at the Constitutional Convention had been overruled
pointed to a considerable fear among the anti-suffrage delegates that any
debate of the question might well have encouraged more support for the
measure. After July the subject of woman suffrage in Vermont was all but
totally ignored by the press in the state and elsewhere. The danger had
passed as far as Vermont's anti-suffrage editors were concerned. At the
same time AWSA, having lost its chance to make Vermont a shining ex-
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ample of progressive refonn for the rest of the nation, turned to other mat­
ters.

The [870 campaign for woman suffrage in Vennont was therefore
neither the success its promoters had hoped for, nor the failure its detrac­
tors claimed. The optimism generated by the Montpelier, Rutland and
Brattleboro conventions and the welcome reception accorded the
. 'strong-minded" women of AWSA in those towns quickly dissipated
when it became obvious that every element of opposition to the refonn had
been aroused, creating an obstacle that would be difficult to overcome. It
also became increasingly evident, even to those Vermonters who sup­
ported the reform, that the people as a whole were simply not ready to take
what they considered to be a very radical step, whose consequences they
could only fear. After all. suffrage had only recently been extended to the
women of Wyoming and Utah, and there had hardly been time to measure
the effect. The "strong-minded" could insist as much as they liked that,
while women should have the right to vote whether they wanted it or not,
there was no way of forcing it on the women of Vermont unless they de­
manded it, and only a few of them had. All worthwhile reforms take time,
Addison Brown of the Phoenix had concluded, when he heard the result of
the vote in the convention. "Two hundred and thirty-one male citizens of
Vermont are not a match against the onward march of events.' '37

But the "onward march of events" was destined to be very slow as far
as woman suffrage was concerned. not only in Vennont but in the rest of
the nation as well. Not for another fifty years would the Nineteenth
Amendment to the Federal Constitution be ratified and Vennont women
win the right to equal suffrage. 58 These were fifty years which saw consid­
erable social and political change in the country, years which saw
American participation in a world war, surely itself the greatest catalyst to
the granting of the vote to women.

Does this mean that the invasion of Vermont by "strong-minded"
women in 1870 ultimately was repelled and thus without effect? At this
point, it is impossible to give a definite answer to this question. Unfortu­
nately, while work has been done in recent years on the suffrage movement
in this country, the attention of scholars has concentrated primarily on the
20th century and the efforts to secure legislation on the federal level. State
campaigns, such as the one with which this article has dealt, have largely
been ignored. Not until more work is done in state and local history, will it
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be possible to make any kind of accurate assessment as to the effect of the
kinds of campaigns which AWSA mounted. Certainly in 1870 the women
were defeated; Vermont's libertarian tradition, which had originally given
them cause for hope, turned out to include the concept of freedom from
outside intervention, and the editorial treatment of Mary Livermore and her
friends is uncomfortably reminiscent of the Southern treatment of civil
rights advocates in the 1960's. It is also true that when, in 1919, the
Nineteenth Amendment became part of the law of the land, the Vermont
General Assembly still had not ratified it. Nevertheless, it may not be un­
reasonable to suggest that the Vermont campaign of 1870, and other simi­
lar campaigns at the state level, played a considerable role in the final adop­
tion of the principle of granting political rights to women.

Strange Happenings In Vermont

"We learn from Pownal, in the state of Vennont, that a mountain in that
town had lately burst, with a most terrible explosion; by which rocks of an
amazing bulk were thrown a great height into the air, which, in their fall,
broke and destroyed the trees, &. for a considerable distance, and left a
chasm upwards of one hundred rods in length, and eighty feet in depth. We
leave the naturalist to speculate upon this strange phaenomenon."

- item in the Newlersey Gazette (Trenton), January 27,1784.

"A Mr. Hamilton of Vergennes, who the doctors supposed dying from
consumption, vomited an enormous green lizard (aJive) recently and is
now rapidly recovering. Before his sickness Mr. Hamilton weighed 2] 7
pounds, but at the time the lizard was rejected he was reduced to a little
over 100."

- item in the Rutland Weekly Herald, September 13, 1860.
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