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The Experiment n
Vermont Constitutional Government

By NATHANIEL HENDRICKS

“I tell you to organize fairly and make the experiment . . .”
Dr. Thomas Young, April 11, 1777

THE formation of the Republic of Vermont has not been adequately
studied in the light of local town meeting records. When we look at
these neglected documents we find that some of our traditional views on
the formation of the constitution of 1777 are verified while others need
revision. This paper, the result of direct research in town meeting
records, will illustrate how delegates to the June and July conventions at
Windsor were selected. A later paper will suggest revision of the tradi-
tional thesis that the constitution was never submitted to the people for
ratification.

Dr. Thomas Young of Philadelphia was instrumental in the formation
of the new state. He wrote to the inhabitants of Yermont on April 11,
1777 laying down the guidelines he felt would be considered valid by
his fellow Continental Congress members:

... you have nothing to do, but send attested copies of the recommendation
to take up government, to every township in your district, and invite all your
freeholders and inhabitants to meet in their respective townships, and choose
members for a general convention, to meet at an early day, to choose dele-
gates for the general congress, a committee of safety, and to form a constitu-
tion for your state . . .1

The following day, Dr. Young urged the Vermonters to incorporate and
announce that they had become a “body politic” in order to be con-
sidered a free state.? From a Lockian state of nature the Vermonters
proceeded to follow the Philadelphian’s organizational advice and make
what he called “the experiment.”

The Westminister Convention that had been adjourned in January
was called together at Windsor to continue the formation of the new

1. William Slade, Vermont State Papers, Middlebury: J. W. Copeland, 1823, 76.
2. Ibid.
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