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Srom Ociginsl Records md Anthentic Manuscripts.

VOLUME THE FOURTH.

MDOLUXSX

Included in Britain’s gift to the university’s library were the twelve lar
volumes of The Statutes of the Realm. Courtesy of Special Colle

tions, University of Vermont.

Among the works donated to the university, and quite as valuabl
historians today as they were to students of the 1830s, are a twelve-vol
collection of The Statutes of the Realm —the series having been |
lished between 1810 and 1828; ten volumes setting forth all the Act
the Scottish Parliament up to 1824; and a 1783 two-volume editio
the Domesday Book, that unique survey of the lands and valuabl¢
all of England, ordered by William the Conqueror just twenty years:
the Norman Conquest in 1066.

18
























Collections division, many of them gold-stamped on the spine “Presented /
to the Univ./ by Brit./ Government.” The collection at the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill seems intact. Farther north the weather
rather than war created something of a problem. Minutes of the board
of trustees of Ohio University at Athens report on 16 September 1834
the “royal donation” from the British government, announce that the books
have safely arrived in New York, and add that “the low stat= ~f tha watar
in the Ohio” is causing some delay in getting the books «
Today’s library staff believes that “the whole of the gift i
Louis University reports that the “bulk of the public docun
by “His Britannic Majesty’s Government” are now in the
lection, after having been on open stacks for many yeai
In the northeast most libraries have in their collection
the whole series of public documents that were given to the
Indeed, detailed searches by several of the librarians con
that gifts from the British government continued for seve
the initial donations of 1834-1835. Ancient Laws and Instii
published in 1841, and therefore by command not of Kir
of “Her Majesty Queen Victoria,” is reported in the libr.
College (Waterville) and New York University. This volun
University of Vermont. Georgia finds a volume publishe
Ambherst has a book published in 1845 among its 114 volumk
identified as gifts from Great Britain.
A number of librarians responding to queries about tt
provided interesting sidelights. Thus New York University
aware its former Director of the Library, Dr. John Frost
had been of the collection when some twenty years ago
special exhibit of His Majesty’s gift” at the University He
Ambherst points out that the initial gift volumes had separ:
slips in each book, but that later volumes had the gift stai
on the verso of each title page. Columbia reports a vote o
Record Commissioners, recorded in the Columbia Co
Minutes of 4 February 1835. Bowdoin’s gift books have b
regular circulating collection, but some thought is now
transferring certain of the volumes to Special Collections.
that the library’s accession record indicates that its bo
“through O. Rich, Esq., of London.” Dartmouth’s donat
kept in that library’s document collection for many years
accessioned in the regular collection until early in the twei
An inspection of the individual volumes, however, showed
“to be perpetually preserved in the library of Dartmouth
had been signed by the secretary of the Record Commissic
subsequent years.
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