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Bridgewater, July 25, 1845

Dear Father
Mr. Angell received your letter on the 22nd and I supposed would do something
about my staying but he has not and so I thought I would write to you and have you come
over yourself. I did not leave Uncle Millers until Sunday Morning Aunt Sarah was quite
sick have not heard from her since. Mrs. A did not speak to me after I got home till after
supper but she has done remarkably well since your letter came. I suppose Mr. A_
wanted I should stay but I do not want to. I did not see as anything was going to be done
and for that reason I write. I suppose Aunt Nancy expects me every day but she will not
see me till you come. I want you to start as soon as you receive this.
Yours Mary

See collection description at vermonthistory.org/documents/findaid/paul.pdf
Punctuation added to aid readability.
From the collections of Vermont Historical Society, Barre, VT 05641-4209

Mary Paul Letters y MSA 478-479

Page 2
Saturday, September 13th, 1845

Dear Father
I received your letter this afternoon by Wm. Griffith you wished me to write if I
had seen Mr. Angell. I have neither written to him nor seen him nor has he written to me.
I began to write but could not write what I wanted to. I think if I could see him I could
convince him of his error if he would let me talk. I am very glad you sent my shoes they
fit very well indeed, they large enough every
I want you to consent to let me go to Lowell if you can. I think it would be much
better for me than to stay about here. I could earn much more to begin with than I can
anywhere about here. I am in need of clothes which I cannot get if I stay about here and
for that reason I want to go to Lowell or some other place. We all think if I could go with
some steady girl that I might do well. I want you to think of it and make up your mind.
Mercy Jane Griffith is going to start in four or five weeks. Aunt Miller and Aunt Sarah
think it would be a good chance for me to go if you would consent which I want you to
do if possible. I want to see you and talk with you about it.
Aunt Sarah gains slowly
Bella Paul

Mary
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Woodstock
November 8, 1845

Dear Father
As you wanted me to let you know when I am going to start for Lowell I improve
this opportunity to write you next Thursday the 13th of this month is the day set on.
Thursday afternoon I should like to have you come down if you come bring Henry if you
can for I Should like to see him before I go. Julius has got the money for me.
Yours Mary
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Lowell, November 20th, 1845

Dear Father
An opportunity now presents itself which I improve in writing to you. I started
for this place at the time I talked which was Thursday. I left Whitney’s at nine o’clock
stopped at Windsor at 12 and staid till 3 and started again. Did not stop again for any
length of time till we arrived at Lowell. Went to a boarding house and stayed until
Monday night. On Saturday after I got here Suthera Griffith went round with me to find
a place but we were unsuccessful. On Monday we started again and were more
successful. We found a place in a spinning room and the next morning I went to work. I
like very well have 50¢ first payment increasing every payment as I get along in work
have a first rate overseer and a very good boarding place. I work on the Lawrence
Corporation Mill is No 2 spinning room. I was very sorry that you did not come to see
me start. I wanted to see you and Henry but I suppose that you were otherways engaged.
I hoped to see Julius but did not much expect to for I supposed he was engaged in other
matters. He got six dollars for me which I was very glad of. It cost me $3.25 to come.
Stage fare was $3.00 and lodging at Windsor, 25 cts. Had to pay only 25 cts for board for
2 days after I got here before I went into the mill. Had 2.50 left with which I got a bonnet
and some other small articles. Tell Harriet Burbank to send me paper. Tell her I shall
send her one as soon as possible. You must write as soon as you receive this. Tell Henry
I should like to hear from him. If you hear anything from William write for I want to
know what he is doing. I shall write to uncle miller’s folks the first opportunity. Aunt
Nancy presented me with a new alpaca dress before I cam away from there which I was
very glad of. If think of staying here a year certain if not more I wish that you and Henry
would come down here. I think that you might do well. I guess that Henry could get into
the mill and I think that Julius might get in too. Tell all friends that I should like to hear
from them.
Excuse bad writing and mistakes
This from your own daughter
Mary
PS be sure and direct to No 15 Lawrence Corporation
Bela Paul

Mary S. Paul
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Lowell, Dec 21st, 1845

Dear Father:
I received your letter on Thursday, the 14th with much pleasure. I am well which
is one comfort. My life and health are spared while others are cut off. Last Thursday one
girl fell down and broke her neck which caused instant death. She was going in or
coming out of the mill and slipped down it being very icy the same day a man was killed
by the cars, another had nearly all of his ribs broken, another was nearly killed by falling
down and having a bale of cotton fall on him. Last Tuesday we were paid in all I had six
dollars and sixty cents paid $4.68 for board with the rest I got me a pair of rubbers and
pair of 50 cts shoes. Next payment I am to have a dollar week beside my board. We
have not had much snow the deepest being not more than 4 times. It has been very warm
for winter perhaps you would like something about our regulations about going in and
coming out of the mill. At 5 o’clock in the morning the bell rings for the folks to get up
and get breakfast at half past six it rigs for the girls to get up and at seven they are called
into the mill, at half past 12 we have dinner, are called back again at one and stay till half
past seven. I get along very well with my work. I can doff as fast as any girl in our
room. I think I shall have frames before long. The usual time allowed for learning is six
months but I think I shall have frames before I have been in three as I get along so fast. I
think that the factory is the best place for me and if any girl wants employment I advise
them to come to Lowell. Tell Harriet that although she does not hear from me she is not
forgotten. I have so little time to devote to writing that I cannot write all I want to. There
are half a dozen letters which I ought to write today but I have not time. Tell Harriet I
send my love to her and all of the girls. Give my love to Mrs. Clement. Tell Henry this
will answer for him and you too for this time.

This from
Mary S. Paul
Bela Paul
Henry S. Paul
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Lowell, April12th, 1846

Dear Father
I received your letter with much pleasure but was sorry to hear that you had been
lame. I had waited a long time to hear from you but no letter came so last Sunday I
thought I would write again which I did and was going to send it to the office Monday
but at noon I received a letter from William so I did not send it at all. Last Friday I
received a letter from you, you wanted to know what I am doing. I am at work in a
Spinning room and tending four sides of warp which is one girl’s work. The overseer tells
me that he never had a girl get along better than I do and that he will do the best he can
by me. I stand it well though they tell me that I am growing very poor. I was paid nine
shillings a week last payment and am to have more this one though we have been out
considerable for back water which will take off a good deal. The agent promises to pay us
nearly as much as we should have made but I do not think that he will. The payment was
up last night and we are to be paid this week. I have a very good boarding place, have
enough to eat and that which is good enough. The girls are all kind and obliging, the girls
that I room with are all from Vermont and good girls, too. Now I will tell you about our
rules at the boarding house. We have none in particular except that we have to go to bed
about 109 o’clock. At half past four in the morning the bell rings for us to get up and at 5
for us to go into the mill. At seven we are called out to breakfast, are allowed half an hour
between bells and the same at noon till the first of May when we have three-quarters till
the first of September. We have dinner at half past 12 and supper at seven. If Julius
should go to Boston tell him to come this way and see me. He must come to the
Lawrence Counting room and call for me. He can ask some one to show him where the
Lawrence is. I hope he will not fail to go. IO forgot to tell you that I have not seen a
particle of snow for six weeks and it is settled going. We have had a very mild winter and
but little snow. I saw Ann Hersey last Sunday. I did not know her until she told me who
she was. I see the Griffith girls often. I received a letter from a girl in Bridgewater in
which she told me that Mrs. Angell had heard some way that I could not get work and
that she was much pleased and said that I was so bad that no one would have me. I
believe I have written all so I will close for I have a letter to write to William this
afternoon.
Yours affectionately
Mary S. Paul
Mr. Bela Paul
P.S. I give my love to all that inquire for me and tell them to write me a long long letter.
Tell Harriet I shall send her a paper.
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Lowell, Nov. 5th, 1848

Dear Father
Doubtless you have been looking for a letter from me all the weeks past. – I
would have written but wished to find whether I should be able to stand it to do the work
I am now doing. I was unable to get my old place in the cloth room on the Suffolk or on
any other corporation, next tried the dress rooms on the Lawrence Corner but did not
succeed in getting a place. I almost concluded to give up and go back to Claremont but
thought I would try once more so I went to my old overseer on the Tremont Corner. I had
no idea that he would want me, but he did and I went to work last Tuesday – warping the
same work I used to do.
It is very hard indeed and sometimes I think I shall not be able to endure it. – I
never worked so hard in my life, but perhaps I shall get used to it. – I shall try hard to do
so - for there is no other work that I can do unless I spin and that I shall not undertake on
any account. – I presume you have heard before this that the wages are to be reduced on
the 20th of the month. – It is true and there seems to be a good deal of excitement on the
subject, but I cannot tell what will be the consequence. The companies pretend that they
are losing immense sums every day and therefore that are obliged to lessen the wages, but
this seems perfectly absurd to me for they are constantly making repairs and it seems to
me that this would not be if there were really any danger of their being obliged to stop the
mills.
It is very difficult for any one to get into the mill on any corporation, all seem to
be very full of help. I expect to be paid about two dollars a week but it will be dearly
earned. – I cannot tell how it is but never since I have worked in the mill have I been so
very tired as I have for the last six months. I have not told you that I do not board on the
Lawrence. The reason of this is because I wish to be nearer the mill, and I do not wish to
pay the extra 12 ½ per week (I should not be obliged to do it if I board at 15) and I know
that they are not able to give it me, beside this I am so near I can go and see them as often
as I wish, so considering all things I think I have done the best I could. I do not like here
very well and am very sure I never shall as well as at Mother Guilds. I can now realize
how very kind the whole family have ever been to me. It seems like going home when I
go there which is every day. But now I see I have not yet told you where I do board. It is
at No. 5 Tremont Corporation, please enlighten all who wish for information – There is
one thing which I forgot to bring with me and which I want very much, that is my rubbers
- If Olive comes down here I presume you can send them by her – but if you should not
have the opportunity to send them do not trouble yourself about them – There is another
thing I wish to mention – about my fare down here – If you paid it all the way as I
understand you did, there is something wrong about it – when we stopped at Concord to
take the cars, I went to the ticket office to get a ticket which I knew I should be obliged to
have – Then I called for it I told the man that my fare was paid all the way and I wanted a
ticket to Lowell, he told me if this was the case the Stage driver would get the ticket for
me and I supposed of course he would, - but he did not, and when the ticket master called
for my ticket in the cars, I was obliged to give him a dollar. Sometimes I have thought
that the fare might not have been paid farther than Concord, if this is the case all is right
but if it is not, then I have paid a dollar too much and gained the character of trying to
cheat the company out of my fare, for the man thought I was lying to him I suppose. I
want to know how it is and wish it could be settled for I do not like that any one should
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think me capable of such a thing even though that person be an utter stranger – but
enough of this –
The Whigs of Lowell had a great time on the night of the 3rd. They had an
immense procession of men on foot bearing torches and banners got up for the occasion –
the houses were illuminated (Whig’s houses) and by way I should think the whole of
Lowell were Whigs – I went out to see the illuminations and they did truly look splendid
– The Merrimack house was illuminated from attic to cellar, every pane of glass in the
house had a half candle to it and there were many others lighted in the same way – One
entire block on the Minimus corner, with the exception of one tenement which doubtless
was occupied by a Free Soiler who would not illuminate on any account what ever.
(Monday Eve) I have been to work today and think I shall manage to get along
with the work. I am not so tired as I was last week – I have not yet found out what wages
I shall get but presume they will be about $2.00 per week exclusive of board – I think of
nothing further to write except I wish you to prevail on Henry to write to me, also tell
Olive to write and Evalina when she comes.
Give my love to uncle Jerry and aunt Betsey and tell little Lois that
Cousin Carra” thanks her very much for the apple she sent her – Her health is about the
same that it was when she was at Claremont – No one has much hope of her ever being
any better.
Write soon
Yours Affectionately
Mary L. Paul
Mr. Bela Paul
P.O. Do not forget to direct to No 5. Tremont Cor. And tall all others
to do the same.
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Lowell, July 1st, 1849

Dear Father
I received your letter dated the 25th of June – on Wednesday – the 27th – and
would have answered immediately but – I had not had time. I was very glad to get the
letter from William – I had almost given up the hope of hearing from him and
commenced a letter to him when yours came in which was his enclosed – I will give you
his own words in regard to his health, etc.
“As for my own health, it has been generally very good, though for these last few
days I have been quite unwell and was confined to my bed for a day or two. I feel quite
unwell at this time.” And of the Cholera he says, “It has broken out fearfully within a few
days – on the 105h inst (June) there were 10 deaths from it, on the 11th, - 25, and I have
not hear the report for yesterday (the 12th).
He is still in the Prison and will probably remain there until a better situation
offers.
He says, - “tell Henry I will write to him without fail before long.”
My health has been pretty good though I have been obliged to be out of the mill
four days – I thought then that it would be impossible for me to work through the hot
weather but – since, - I think I shall manage to get through after a fashion. I do not know
what wages I am to have as I have not yet been paid but shall not expect much, as I have
not been able to do much although I have worked very hard – I shall send a letter with
this to Evelina so that you can give it to her when you see her – Give my love to her
when you see her – give my love to Henry and tell him I will write him as soon as I can
and tell him to write me and not wait for me.
Yours affectionately
Mary S. Paul
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Brattleboro, Nov 7th, 1852

Dear Father
I received a letter from Henry last night, enclosing yours from William. He
(Henry) said you wished me to send it back to you as you were going to send it to Julius.
I send it therefore with this. His letter contained also the news of the death of Frank
Sperry. I think the family must take it rather hard – I wrote to William last Sunday and
directed the letter to Nashville, Tenn., but I do not know as I ought to have done so as his
letter is marked at Jasper, Tenn. If I read rightly – when you write to him I wish you
would tell him that I have written and directed to Nashville. I wrote to Julius also last
Sunday – I presume he will be surprised to get a letter from me – still I thought he might
like the idea after all – I do not know as I have any news to write. I am well and doing
pretty well – Abby and I have hired a stove for our room and bought half a cord of wood
so we are quite comfortable these cold damp days and evenings – Have you had your
room partitioned off yet? If not I hope you will before it becomes to be much colder. We
had quite a storm here last night, the wind blew so hard that we who sleep in the upper
part of the house began to fear the roof would blow off – This house is four stories, high,
it makes me think of the house Adams told about, that was 600 ft long, 200 ft high and 2
ft wide – it is getting dark – so I must close hoping you will write soon – Love to Uncle
Jerry and family –
Yours affectionately
Mary S. Paul
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Brattleboro, Nov. 6th, 1853

Dear Father
I don’t know but that you are waiting for me to write to you, as I have been
waiting for you.
I have no news of any importance to write that I know of – excepting that I
received a letter from William a few days since. – He was well, and doing about the same
as when he wrote you. Is employed by the same firm as when he wrote, not married yet
but expecting to be sometime. – He said he would write you soon. - It is very cold here
today. The ground was covered wit snow this morning, but there is little to be seen now
excepting on the hills in the distance. – I am sorry that winter is so near us – I dread the
cold – Abby is at Guilford today – one of her brother’s wives is very sick there. – I have
not heard from Henry for some time. – I wish Julius would write to me. I sent him a
paper last week, I wonder if e got it – last night I saw a paper containing Cousin Louise
Briggs marriage. It was a paper edited by her husband – a Mr. Stebbins of Michigan town
of Adrian. – I saw the same notice in a Claremont paper a few days before. – It was very
unexpected to me, and I think it must have been sudden to her. – She has an uncle here by
the name of Wood and Mrs. Woods gave me the information. Mr. Woods is in company
with Mr. Carpenter in the Melodeon business. Mr. Carpenter is the man I am boarding
with. How is Olive nowadays – is she well and strong again. Is Uncle Jerry’s family well,
give my love to them when you see them.
I am getting along in the shop as usual, have been jaking coats for a few weeks. I
like it pretty well and am hoping to do better than on smaller jobs. – I have plenty to do
all the time. – Write very soon for I am anxious to hear from you.
Yours affectionately
Mary S. Paul
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Brattleboro, Nov. 27th 1853

Dear Father
I think I will write you a few words tonight as you may be wishing to hear from
me. Your letter o Nov. 13th tells me that you have been lame. I was sorry to hear it though
I expected as much from your not writing before. It troubles me very much, the thought
of your being lame so much and alone too. If there were any way that I could make it
expedient, T would go back to Claremont myself and I sometimes think I ought to do so –
but the chance for me there is so small, and I can do so much better elsewhere that I have
thought it was really better for me to be somewhere else but the thought of you always
makes me wish to be where I can see you often. – I feel anxious about Julius. - I really
wish that he might find steady employment at some good business. – I am so sorry that he
and Uncle Seth could not manage to agree. – I wonder if he ever got the papers I sent him
several weeks ago?
I have a plan for myself which I am going to lay before you and see what you
think of it. – When I was at Manchester last spring, my friend, Carrie and her husband
were talking of going to New Jersey to live – and proposed that I should go with them.
They decided to go – and am thinking of going in a few weeks, maybe as soon as Jan.
fthough they may not go until April or May. – I have been thinking of it all summer, and
have told them that I will go if you do not object. – I can hardly get my own consent to go
any further away from you, though I know that in reality a few miles cannot make much
difference – the name of the town is Atlantic, is about 40 miles from New York City. The
people among whom they are going are Associationists – the name will give you
something of an idea of their principles. There about 125 persons in all that live there,
and the Association is called the “North American Phalanx”. – I presume that you may
have heard of it. You have if you read the “Tribune”. The editor “Mr. Greeley” is an
associationist and a shareholder in the “Phalanx” but he does not live there. – The
advantage that will arise from my going there will be that I can get better pay without
working so hard as at any other place. The price for work there being 9 an hour, and the
number of hours for a day’s work, ten, besides I should not be confined to one kind of
work but could do almost anything, could have the privilege of doing anything that is
done there, Housework if I choose and that without degrading myself, which is more than
I could do anywhere else, that is, in the opinion of most people. A very foolish and
wrong idea by the way – but one that has so much weight with girls, that they could live
on 25 cts per week, at sewing, or school teaching, rather than work at housework. I
would do it myself although I think it foolish.
This all comes from the way servants are treated, and I cannot see why girls can
be blamed after all, for not wishing to “work out” as it is called. At the “Phalanx” it is
different, all work there, and all are paid alike both men and women have the same pay
and the same work – There is no such work as aristocracy there unless there is real (not
pretended) superiority, that will make itself felt if not acknowledged, everywhere.
The members can live as cheaply as they choose as they pay only for what they
eat, and no profit on that, most of the provisions being raised on the grounds – One can
join them with or without funds, and can leave at any time they choose.
Frank has been there this Fall and was very much pleased with what he saw there
and thought that it would be the best thing for Carrie and me to do with ourselves – A
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woman gets much better pay there than elsewhere, but it is not so with a man though he is
not meanly paid by any means. There is more equality in such things according to the
work not the sex, you know that men often get more than double the pay for doing the
same work that women do – Carrie and Frank are both associationists and have been
almost ever since I knew them, and I am acquainted with many others who are, and their
principles are just what I would like to see carried into practice and they are as far as
means will allow, at the Phalanx.
Another advantage from living there is this, the members can have privilege of
education free of expense to themselves alone, the extent of this education must of course
depend on the means of the society – If I could see you I could give you a better idea that
I can possibly do by writing – but you will know something by this, enough to form an
opinion perhaps and I wish you to let me know what you think of my plans – If you have
any real objection as if you would rather I would not go so far away – let me know and I
will cheerfully give up this idea of going – I hope sometime to be able to do something
for you sometime. And sometimes I feel ashamed that I have not before this. I am not
one of the smart kind, and never had a passion for laying up money, probably never shall
have, can find ways enough to spend it though, (but I do not wish to be extravagant)
Putting all these things together – I think explains the reason that I do not “lay up”
anything, nothing more. I have never had very good pay – I am getting along slowly on
coats and shall do better as I get more used to the business. I can work at my trade if I
wish at the Phalanx --- How are Uncle Jerry’s family, give my love to them and Julius
when you see him – I hope you will write me very soon as I shall be very anxious to
know your mind and I wish to let Carrie know. If you should think it not for me to go I
shall visit C--- in the course of a few weeks. That is if we go in Jan. if not till April, I
shall not probably come to C- until about that time. I have written you quite a long letter
and it is not very plain – I am afraid you will never be able to read it – I ought to have
written more plainly, but I am in something of a hurry and most offer that as my excuse.
Write immediately please.
Affectionately yours
Mary S Paul
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Brattleboro, Dec. 18, 1853

Dear Father
I am very tired tonight but I suppose you are anxious to hear from me so I will
write a little – I was glad to find from your letter that you approve my plans in regard to
going to New Jersey – I have not heard anything definite about my going, since I wrote
you – I am hoping to know something very soon and then I will let you know – I suppose
Henry will be here on his way to Clarement soon. He will tell you when you see him that
the Lowell folks think of these things also his own opinion, I suppose. The thing seems
to meet with general approbation and I still think it the very best thing I can do – I may
not go till Spring, may not go at all – they may refuse us for our want of money to invest
– still if they do – I think we shall try to go sometime. Last week I received a letter from
William, he was well and sent love to you, was expecting a letter from you – you spoke
in your letter of your wish to have a home for us all – I wish it too, dear father – but not
on my own account – I find comfortable homes almost every where, and have no reason
to complain of my lot but for you I would wish it otherwise – It grieves me to think that
in your old age you must live away from your children with none to care for your comfort
but strangers and if I live long enough it shall not always be so. I do not get along fast,
cannot earn much but I hope to do something for you – do not work when you do not feel
able to do so – I cannot bear to think that you must work as long as you can crawl – and I
do wish it could be different –
If I thought I could make a decent living at C---- I would come back there but I
have tried to my satisfaction and must work where I can get more pay – I am very tired
and must not stop to write any more –
My love to all friends –
Most affectionately
Your daughter – Mary
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North American Phalanx, N.J.
Monday Morn, May 7th, 1854

Dear Father
I feel that you must be anxious to hear from me and so will write a few lines that
you may know that I am here safe and well.
I left or we left Lowell the day I wrote you from there – we had a very pleasant
passage to New York, arrived there about eight o’clock Thursday morning – Carrie and I
were too tired to go about the City much so we did not see many of the “Lions” – We left
N.Y. for this place at three o’clock Thursday afternoon instead of staying over night in
N.Y. as we intended when we left Lowell and it was well that we did for there has not
been a day since when it would have been pleasant or even comfortable on the water –
You have of course read the account of the severe gale of that day which sunk the
“Ericsson” in the harbor of New York – we very fortunately escaped the hardest of it –
The boat had just reached the landing when the wind began to blow tremendously and the
rain to pour in torrents. The lifeboats blew off the top of the boat into the dock and
frightened many of the horses which were attached to coaches which were standing on
the wharf waiting for passengers. There was no serious damage done as I have hears,
though many of the carriages cam very near being overturned into the dock. We staid in
the boat until the rain abated somewhat and then took the coach for this place. The rain
came on again shortly and we got the hardest of the shower on our way – The ride
seemed a long one and the prospect before us anything but encouraging, behind ditto, for
our trunks were on the back of this coach without the least covering or protection from
the rain – thus we rode ten miles or more over a rough hard road. I thought Redbank sure
enough for the earth when wet is as red as any brick I ever saw. It is mostly sand, It
forms a very pretty contrast with the bright green grass above, by the way it is spring here
– peach trees are out of blossom, cherry and apple trees are in full flory as far as I can see
from the window at which I am writing, nothing but immense orchards of peach, cherry
& apple trees present themselves to view – I never saw orchards before, but I have got a
long way from my story, I’ll go back – Well, we arrived here a good deal wet and were
kindly received – had been expected for a long time, they told us – the first thing attended
to was getting out of our wet things and getting some supper – this over, we looked to our
trunks; nothing them was much injured though a great many things were wet – so far we
were comfortable and finally we have been that ever since we came, though we have had
many discouragements – Our things which should have been here with us did not come
until Monday afterward and then not all of them – we have been very busy all this week
putting things to rights – have not done much work besides our own – I have worked
about two hours each day in the Phalanx – three quarters in sweeping, one and a quarter
in the dining room and laying the tables – Tomorrow I am going to begin sewing which
will add three hours each day to my work – on ironing days I shall iron the two or three
hours, just as I like – I must prepare to go to my dinner now – we have one hour, from 12
to 1 – for dinner – breakfast from 5 ½ to 7 – tea from 6 ½ to 7 ½ - after dinner from one
till quarter past two I do my work in the dining hall – three o’clock I have come back to
finish my letter – I cannot tell you anything definite now about matters and things
because I don’t know about them myself. I shall write you again as soon as I can and
then I will tell you more about ways here. The place is very pleasant and the people
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remarkably kind – on the whole I think that I may like very well after I get used to the
strange ways – that which seems offset is the manner in which the meals are conducted. I
believe I told you about it when I was at C_____. I want you to write me as soon as you
can, tell Julius to write – my love to him and Uncle Jerry’s family and all who inquire for
me. I shall write to Henry today and to William as soon as I can – take care of yourself
and don’t work too hard – I wish that you could be here – I think you might find enough
at your work to keep you busy as many hours in a day as you would want to work – there
are a few here who work at one kind of business all the time but it is from choice. My
work in the sewing room is to make a certain part of a stock (gentlemen’s stock) They
make many of them here – Don’t fail to write soon, I shall be anxious to hear from you.
Yours truly,
Mary S. Paul
Bela Paul
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Phalanx, October 2nd, 1854

Dear Father
Your letter of September 10th reached me in due season & and I was really glad to
hear that you were so sell, hope you will continue so.
I received a letter from Henry last week saying he had heard from William and
which I was glad to hear – I shall write him again soon.
I am getting along very well here, better than I should at sewing. I have averaged
about 6 hours work per day through the month of Sept. I do not yet know how much I
shall have for it but I find I can live here easier and work but half the time than away
from here & work all the time. Besides I am convinced that this work I do is better for
my health than sewing – I have not done any sewing of any consequence and shall not be
likely to have a great deal to do beside my own and there is always enough of that – I
presume we shall stay here through the winter if no longer but we cannot decide that
question until the end of the present month. Then Frank will know what the prospect is
for him – Carrie is now in New York, has been two weeks with Emma who is sick of
bilious fever – She was on her way here from the White Mountains, got as far as New
York and was unable to get any farther – She is getting better but probably will not be
able to go home for a week or two longer & Carrie will stay with her I suppose until she
is able to go home.
When I wrote you before I think peaches were the go but they are all gone &
forgotten now. I expect the sweet potatoes are being gathered now – They raise a great
many here & we have plenty of them to eat – Three weeks ago yesterday the “mill” was
burned to the ground – This was a great loss to the Association and puts them back in all
their work as well as their plans – I do not know what the actual loss was but believe it
was about $6,000. There were $3,000 worth of grain burned, there were several kinds of
business carried on beside the milling, in the building & the tools connected with them
belonged to individuals, some of the are heavy. They have about decided to build again,
on the old spot.
I suppose William and Olive have returned from their journey to Lynn – did they
enjoy it? I hope to hear from you again soon – How are Uncle Jerry’s family & how does
Julius get along? I wish he would write to me – I must not stop to write any more
tonight for I must go to bed. I wait on the tables in the morning now and have to be up in
good season –
Love to all
Write soon
Affectionately yours,
Mary S. Paul
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Phalanx, New Jersey, March 3, 1855

My dear father
I have been wishing to write you for some time but was prevented by the state of
affairs here, at least I did not wish to write until I had something definite to say respecting
my prospects here but the probability is that I shall not know at present how affairs are to
terminate so I will wait no longer – I expect what I have just written needs a bit of an
explanation – I think I wrote you early in the winter that the loss of the mill involved the
Association in difficulties from which it would be hard to extricate it – That fear seemed
to pass away and many seemed to think the foundations were too firm to be shaken even
by an enormous debt but it seems these were wrong, for this Association is most certainly
in the very last stage – I am sorry to say it but there appears to be no hope and a year at
the farthest will terminate this existence of the North American Phalanx, in all probability
– I do not know how long I can stay here but I shall not leave until I am obliged to do –
the life here has many attractions & advantages which no other life can have and –
imperfect as it is I have already seen enough to convince me that Association is the true
life, and although all the attempts that have every yet been made towards it have been
failures, inasmuch as they have passed away (but they have all left their mark), my faith
in the principles is as strong as ever, stronger if possible – there is a better day coming for
the world. “We may not live to see the day but Earth shall glisten in the ray of the good
time coming” --- Don’t be worried about me, father, for I am certainly more comfortable
here than I could be anywhere else – I suppose when I leave here I shall have to take up
sewing again as that seems to be the only thing open to me.
I flattered myself that I had fairly escaped from the confinement of the needle, but
I shall have to return to it after all. Well I expect it will be all for the best --- I was glad,
dear father, to learn from your letter that you were so comfortable and I hope to hear that
you are still more so – Oh, that it were in my power to provide a comfortable home for
you – a few days since I rec’d a letter from Wm. He was well and apparently doing well
– said he had intended to have sent you some money long ago but had been unfortunate
about getting it, etc. but would send you some yet – His wife is in Nashville at her fathers
– he wished to be remembered to you when I wrote you. I presume you dill hear from
him soon if he has not already written – Frank & Carrie are still at South Orange & will
remain for the present – Frank seems to be improving under the treatment --- The weather
is very fine here now, it seems more like May than March. I have a glass of water, buds
of the mayflower which I got in the woods the 21st of Feb, doesn’t that seem like spring -- I want to hear from you very much and I hope you will write as soon as you can – I
cannot think of Julius without the heartache. I wish I could do something for him – I
wish he would answer my letters --- Give my love to everybody that cares for him and
accept the same for yourself from
Your affectionate daughter
Mary S. Paul
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Phalanx, April 12th, 1855

Dear Father
I intended to have written you before this time but I thought likely you had heard
of my by Henry so would not be worrying about me – I suppose he has told you that I can
remain where I am for present through the summer probably, at any rate until my
probation has expired – It is not at all likely that the Association will exist in its present
form more than a year longer at most – A good many of the members have already gone
away and others are preparing to leave.
From your last letter I perceive you have a very erroneous idea of affairs here –
you say the place of interest seems to be in the hands of capitalists who have lost their
courage when the hard times came – In this you are wrong. To be sure a good many of
the stockholders are rich men but the man who holds $2000 of stock has no more control
than the one who only has $100 but of course he is the greater loser if his stock does not
pay – It is true that many have lost their courage in the hard times but it is no more the
rich man than the poor one – there have been many false steps taken and in a life like this
which is but an experiment of itself there must bee many failures since man is not perfect
– I know many will exult in the downfall of this place – but such are shortsighted –
Charles Fournier’s doctrines, although they may contain many absurd ideas have enough
of truth in them to keep them alive until the world shall be ready for them – and I am
confident that it will take more than one lecture from Dr. Lothrop to annihilate
Fourierism – why I can mention any number of Associationists in Boston even who are
just as strong in the faith as ever, confident as the “Herald” seems to be –
Oh, there is one thing I intended to have spoken of when I was on the subject – I
said the man who had $100 of stock had as much control as one who had $2000, perhaps
you will ask if one who has no stock has as much – Yes, in everything excepting in
choice of public offices and I suppose you can see that justice of that, but then, I know of
but one member here who is such a stockholder, and I hardly think this privilege is
denied him, for although he is poor he is very useful and probably that balances his
deficiency in money – I guess I have said enough on this subject for the present.
Carrie & Frank spent a few days here last week. Frank is better but not well
enough to take hold of hard work, therefore they are going to return to Lowell soon –
they have nothing in prospective to do but are in hopes to find something light which nor
injurious to Frank and still, afford them a living – it looks rather dark for them, still I
hope something good will come of it – I am sorry to hear of cousin Lois’ misfortune, the
poor girl is having a hard time, I hope she gets better of this attach. Oh, there is a remedy
for rheumatism that a lady here told me of – I was talking here about your case & she told
me to tell you to take steam baths, in this way when you feel the lameness coming on,
have a sheet wrung out of hot water and wrap it about you, then after that your flannel
blanket and don’t spare the clothes, the object is to produce heavy perspiration and thus
throw off the disease. Half an hour is long enough to remain in the sheet, on coming out
of it take a warm bath and rub till the flesh is dry. I have never heard of this remedy
before but I have a great deal of faith in it and I do wish you would try it – you will find
but little trouble I think – anyway I will pay anyone who will assist you, give it a fair trial
– How is Julius, I am hoping to hear something encouraging of him – give my love to
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him if you see him. Also to all who inquire – we have had a very backward spring here
thus far, a great deal of cold weather – Planting has been going on briskly for a good
many weeks, still everything will be late – The grass is now quite green but it should
have been so weeks ago – Write soon, and believe me ever
Your affectionate daughter
Mary

See collection description at vermonthistory.org/documents/findaid/paul.pdf
Punctuation added to aid readability.
From the collections of Vermont Historical Society, Barre, VT 05641-4209

Mary Paul Letters y MSA 478-479

Page 21
Phalanx, June 11th, 1855

Dear Father
I don’t know but you will think I am “stray away or stolen” it is so long since I
have written you but I assume you I am safe and sound – before Henry came I waited to
hear from him & since I have been so busy that I have hardly thought of pen or paper. I
was very glad to see him. He came two weeks ago today (Monday) & left Wednesday
morning – I presume he has got fairly initiated into his work before this time. I am
expecting a letter from him every mail – I was very glad indeed to get Julius letter by
Henry. It was a very good one – tell him I will answer it before long – When you wrote
me last I concluded you had not received my last letter but from Henry I learned that you
did get it finally. I do not see why my letters should be missent as I suppose they are for I
direct them as plainly as I can – The weather is and has been cool all the spring. We have
had but a few really warm days as yet – neither has vegetation suffered from dry weather
as it has East according to reports. Everything is in good condition – potatoes are in
blossom and everything else as forward – Strawberries ripened late but we are having
them now in great abundance.
Yesterday 2000 baskets (measuring half a pint each) were sent to market. They
were all picked in one day on the domain. I presume as many or more will be sent today
– All kinds of fruit are going to be as plenty as strawberries, they say – tell Olive I wish
she could come out here and make us some strawberry shortcakes. I know they would be
appreciated here – I am going to try to coax the cook to make one for me – I have all the
strawberries I want to eat & it is the first time in my life that I was ever so favored – I
went out one day & picked 20 baskets, but made myself almost sick by doing it. It is
much harder picking where they are cultivated than wild ones because they grow so
closely it is hard to avoid stepping on them and they then are all picked clear of the hulls
and are ready for market as they are picked. This saves handling and crushing.
I suppose you recollect George Brewster of Woodstock – he used to work for
Eaton with you I believe, at any rate he used to know you. He is here with his wife. She
was Frances Richmond, a niece of Walker Richmond, I think. She told me her mother
married a Shepherd for her second husband – I presume I have seen Mrs. Brewster & W
– but do not recollect her – she recollects you and knows everybody in Woodstock. I
should judge by what she says – they are traveling for pleasure I expect and came here to
see as people go to Niagara to see – They are real nice folks but seem rather countrified
in their ideas. They have been married seven years, but Mrs. Brewster is still distributing
her wedding cards –
Henry tells me you had not heard from William, I think it strange he does not
write to you – I shall write him soon. How are uncle Jerry’s family, my love to them all –
also to uncle Seth’s family. Tell cousin Seth I have not seen the letter he was to have sent
to me – I have tried to write course and plainly so it would not trouble you to read, but I
don’t know as I have succeeded – I don’t know how long I can stay here but for the
present. I suppose but what I shall to and where I shall go when I go away is more than I
can guess – write as soon as you can and as often as you feel like it – don’t wait for me, I
will write when I can, I always want to hear from you and don’t care how often
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Yours affectionately
Mary S. Paul
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East Unity Oct. 8th 1856
Dear Father
I guess you will begin to think I write you often enough but I am living at – the
Post Office now and can send as many letters as I please if I only pay for them. - The
folks that – Maroa and I are keeping house for keep the P.O. in their kitchen. They went
away this morning & are coming back Friday – I got your note with the enclosed letter
Monday morning – I am sorry to hear that you have not found a room yet. What are you
going to do. You can not stay in that – damp place. Can’t you find another place to sleep
and let your things be there. That would be better than nothing. - Give my love to Julius if
he is with you now. I hope he will go back to Acworth again if he can get a living there &
I suppose he does get that. - This mornings mail brought me a letter from Henry - He says
he expects to go to Memphis, but does not know certainly has not heard from Wm. since
he wrote you. so there is no news from him. I presume we may not expect to hear from
him (Wm.) until he gets his family moved to M___ [Memphis].
The reason of my sending this letter now is to tell you if a bundle should come for
me from Isaac – and I expect there will be one before many days – to send it by stage to
Unity Village as I shall be there in a day or two. I expect Mr. G____ [Glidden] after me
Friday of Sat. You had better direct the bundle to his care. I don’t know what the bundle
will be, but it would not be out of the way to tell the driver to keep it dry if possible.
My eyes trouble me some but I don’t think they will be any worse - Write often,
and get out of that damp hole if possible.
Love to all –
Affectionately,
Mary P. Paul
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Manchester, June 28th, 1857
Dear Father,
I suppose you will think soon that it is about time for another letter from me so
I’ll write, although I have little or nothing to say. – The weather seems to be the principal
topic here – its unusual coolness - but of course its all the same at Claremont – so I won’t
waste time on that.
I wrote Maroa last – Sunday and if you have seen her within a few days I presume
she told you what news she had of me.
My eyes are just about as they have been or perhaps I ought to say better for they
were worse than usual for several weeks. They are now about as they were when I came
here.
I had my teeth fixed a short time ago and feel as if it were a good job done,
though I hated to spare the money. I wanted it as much for something else, but my teeth
needed it very much so if I paid it out for them. It is quite warm today, seems like
summer – I want to hear from the boys. Think it very strange that Henry don’t write. –
You said in your last letter that you had got your new vest + pants, don’t stop
there get a hat + coat - you need them. –
I am glad you are thinking of going to Woodstock don’t put it off. Go right away,
and go to Barnard with the little tablet if you can. Isaac often speaks about it and once
said he would have it put up, but I told him no. - Give my love to to (?) friends at
Woodstock if you go before I write again. –
Tell Maroa to direct when she writes me to C.F. Livingston’s care. I forgot it
when I wrote her. Give my love to her + to Julius, also to all who care for me.
Write soon and often
Yours affectionately
Mary P. Paul
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Lynn Dec. 27, 1857
Dear Father,
Perhaps you begin to think it is a thing to be doubted whether you have a daughter
in these parts or not. – I’ll settle the matter however for the present by giving written
proof of my existence. – I am so busy all the time that I do not write any letters at all. – I
get very tired doing my work and sometimes think I shall not be able to do it. – I think
though that I shall find it easier when I get more accustomed to it. - I was very sorry to
hear that you were lame again hope you are better by this time. I wish you could be here
with me comfortably stowed away in my little bedroom where I cold look after you a
little when you needed it. – Where is Henry now? He wrote me from Unity a fortnight
ago. I suppose I shall not see him again before his return to Ohio. I wish he could come
this way and make me another visit but I suppose that is hardly to be expected. –
The ground is now for the first time this year covered with snow but it will soon
melt away I suppose in a few hours of bright sunshine. –
We have had very little cold weather but there is time yet to make it all up. – I
have not written Wm. for a long time am thinking of doing so today if I can. I have a
severe cold which makes me feel rather uncomfortably. – Remember me to all friends
who ask for me. Love to Julius. Tell him to write to me.
Write soon.
Yours affectionately
Mary P. Guild
Isaac sends regards.
M
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Monday Nov. 29, 1858
Dear Father
It is some time since I wrote you. Still I have (?) not much of interest to write
about. The world jogs on and we jog with it, taking our share of what life has to give. –
We are well and comfortable for which we cannot be too thankful I wish every one could
say as much.
- We had a little snowstorm yesterday, traces of which still remain sleighs have
been running all day though wheels run more easily than runners, as yet, I think.
- We see nothing of Henry as yet. – I should [think] Maroa would grow tired of
putting of[f] so many times for month to month.
– I am sorry Henry finds so much trouble in getting his money. – It is very
unfortunate for him.
– I hear nothing of William either he may be waiting to hear from me though I
wrote him last.
- Isaac’s business is dull now as it is always at this time of year, but he will keep
busy, getting out work for Spring. It is already past ten o’ clock and I ought to be in bed,
so I must not write any more I hope to hear from you soon I am glad you had the thick
vest made & hope you will have some warm undershirts & drawers. Don’t neglect to get
them. Keep as warm as you can. –
Love to Julius & all friends.
Affectionately yours
Mary P. Guild
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Lynn, March 6th 18, 1859
Dear Father
I hear by Aunt Betsey that you are willing to come to Lynn for awhile and I hope
to welcome you to my home before many weeks. – I think the necessary arrangements
cannot be made short of three weeks on there abouts. – I do not wish you feel troubled or
anxious about coming here. I wish you to feel free & contented & as much at home as if
you owned the premises and I hope you will never allow yourself to fell for a moment
that you are a burden to any one. Henry & William will defray all your expenses & be
glad to.
There is one thing which I owe it to Isaac to speak of & which I hope you will not
take unkindly. As you are coming into a new place where nothing is known of your
previous life can you not for your own sake as well as for Isaac’s & mine refrain from
that [?] habit which always brings naught but trouble & an ill name. I do not wish to
approach you with the habit nor blame you in any way. – I only ask you to regard your
own reputation & ours. – I would not ask you to do this if it were only a matter of
reputation & did not involve a principle of right. – It is right for you to do it. – Do not be
offended with me dear father I have only done what duty demanded of me.
I shall come to Claremont & come down with you. I think this will be the best
way.
Keep up good spirits and don’t worry yourself to death. Lynn is not a bad place,
and my home is a much pleasanter place than than your damp room. I shall not need any
of your bedding & you had better not bring anything but your clothing and such things as
you will want with you.
I must close now. Give my love to Julius.
Yours affectionately
Mary P. Guild
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Lynn, April 11th 1861
Dear Father
Let us make you acquainted with your grandson Irving Tracy Guild.
We thought you and Henry & Maroa would like to see the boy, so we send him
along.
We are all well.
Yours aff’ly
Isaac [?] & M.P. Guild
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Lynn, Oct. 27th 1861
Dear Father
I presume that by this time you have got back to Windsor again so I shall send
this there. – I was glad to get your letter and hope you will favor us often in the same
way. –
Soon after your letter came one arrived from Henry, announcing the advent of a
daughter to his house & home. – I rejoice in his good fortune and I dare say you all do.
We consider our boy the best gift that has ever been bestowed on us, and we try to take
the best of care of that gift.
He is a healthy happy boy thus far, full of life and strength. I know it would do
your heart good to see him and I wish you could. He is not as large now in proportion as
he was 3 months ago but he is strong. – He is not handsome but good looking and we are
very well satisfied with him and hope he will grow up to be a good man.
-You will find the “Reporter” which we send this week badly crumpled with his
little fingers. He is not allowed to have papers but he laid violent hands on this one, so we
send it to Grandpa for a message. I have been wondering whether Julius went with the Fifth N.H. Reg. Let me know
when you find out. To suppose he thought it his duty to go, but I am sorry. I hope nothing
will even induce Henry to go. Isaac of course will never go, as he is a nonresistant in
principle. – Henry is fortunate in having work in these hard times but I hope he won’t kill
himself at overwork. Isaac has absolutely nothing to do and Winter coming & a family to
support. – He is not very well but better than he has been, and I am not well either [S]hall
have to keep a girl all Winter I am afraid, that is if we can manage to pay her. – We have
a house now at 72 dollars a year, which is better than paying one hundred though our
rooms are smaller & fewer in number. – I shall do my own work as soon as ever I am
able to & I hope that will he before a great while.
I am afraid you won’t be able to read this it is so poorly written but it tires me
very much to write and that will account partly for the writing if it is worse than usual. – I
hope this will find you all as well as can be & I hope also that some of you will write me
soon and let me know how Maroa & the baby are getting along. –
Love to all.
Yours affectionately
M. P. Guild
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Lynn, April 27th, 1862
Dear Father
I meant to write you weeks ago, but I have been so nearly tired out that I have put
it off hoping to feel stronger but it is of no use. – I never felt so nearly used up as now. - I
have had no “girl” since January and Isaac and I have managed after a fashion to get
along. - He has had so little to do as that he could help me a great deal about my work. – I
could not have got along at all only for him. –
We made another move April 1st and I hope we are settled to stay for some time
where we are. – We were very much crowded for room where we were and what was
worse the house was so situated as to get almost no sunshine at all in Winter, and that
circumstance alone would prevent our staying in it any longer than necessity compelled.
- We have plenty of air & sunshine where we are now, and larger & better rooms
though the same number of them. – We live up stairs as usual I wish we could afford to
live in a lower tenement. - It is so hard for me to do my work up stairs though I manage
not to go over the stairs more than once or twice a day - because I have to be saving of
my strength. – Irving is nicely as usual and a great comfort to us as well as a great trouble
for he has to be watched so closely to keep him out of mischief. - He don’t talk any but is
going to one of these days I suppose though we are in no hurry to have him. I had made up my mind to make you a visit this Spring, but the times are so hard,
and the trouble of taking a child on such a journey so much that I have decided to wait a
little longer but I shall come as soon as I can with any comfort to myself and you. I want
to see you all very much. – I hope little Mary is thriving – don’t play with her too much,
and don’t feed her too much (to H. & M.) if you can wish her to get along comfortably
through “teething” – My boy lives entirely on oatmeal gruel (cooked six or seven hours)
with a little cream for breakfast & supper and rye mush (well cooked) with a little cream
& sugar for dinner half a graham cracker for luncheon in the middle of the forenoon. –
This will probably be his diet until he gets all his teeth, which will be a long time for he
has only six now. – There may be, and doubtless are ways of managing babies, as good as
mine but I am sure that the more simple & unvaried their food for the first three years of
their life the better. –
I don’t know anything of Julius, and I suppose there is no reason to expect
anything from Wm. at present. – I hope though he will come out all right when the end
comes. – I hope you are all well and will write as soon as you can. – Cousin Lith called to
see us last month. – I forgot to tell you where we are living now. – On Essex Lt. Cor. of
Washington, West side of Essex & North side of Washington, you’ll find it easily
enough. – Write soon.
- Love to all. –
Yours affectionately
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