
Vermont Historical Society • Barre 05641-4209 
 

Vermont Women’s History Project 
Records, 2004-2011 

Doc 782 
 
Introduction 
 
 This collection contains the records of the Vermont Women’s History Project which 
existed under the auspices of the Vermont Commission on Women from 2004 until it was 
transferred to the Vermont Historical Society in 2008.  The records were received by the 
Vermont Historical Society when it took over the project. They are housed in one records center 
box and consume 1 linear foot of shelf space.  
 
Organizational Note 
 
 The Vermont Women’s History Project (VWHP) was organized by the Vermont 
Commission on Women in 2004 to bring “the historic voices and work of Vermont women to 
life in the present.”  The project was “part of a nationwide effort to discover and highlight the 
critical roles women have played in our nation’s history.”  The Vermont project’s primary focus 
was on research and the development of educational resources and projects for Vermonters and 
visitors to the state. Flyers which describe the project’s purpose are in folder 5 of this collection. 
 
 The project’s first major initiative was at the Vermont History Expo where the 
collaborative theme was “Vermont Women in History.”  The VWHP conducted interviews at the 
expo and released a 14-minute CD entitled “Strengthening the Future by Illuminating the Past” 
that won the Vermont Historical Society’s Richard O. Hathaway award in 2007.   
 
 The VHWP launched a web site with location-based information for travelers as part of 
the state’s “ConnectVermont” project.  The website included a tour of sites related to women’s 
history in Franklin County and grew to include a database of biographical sketches of historically 
significant Vermont women. The website was available on the state’s vermontvacation.com 
website. The driving tour was also published in pamphlet for under the title “Vermont Women's 
History Project: Remarkable Women of Franklin County.” 
 
 The VWHP also produced a photo exhibition “Women & Work in Vermont, 1800-1984” 
and a series of eight bookmarks, each featuring a biography of a Vermont woman. 
 
 The project was housed in the offices of the Vermont Commission on Women and was 
governed by an 18-member steering committee.  Joyce Barbieri and Ruth Finn were the 
committee co-chairs. Judith Irving was the paid Project Coordinator and Wendy Love was the 
Executive Director of the Vermont Commission on Women. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection contains the records of the Vermont Women’s History Project that were 
transferred to the Vermont Historical Society in 2008 when the latter institution absorbed the 
project.  The collection includes two sets of agendas and minutes, flyers, and promotional 
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materials.  A significant portion of the collection is devoted to documentation of site visits 
conducted by consultant Laura Daudelin in 2006-2007 and to the development of the 
organization’s database of Vermont women of historical importance. The collection also includes 
various articles from other sources photocopied by researchers. 
 
Related Collections 
 
 The Vermont Historical Society’s Leahy Library holds VHWP’s DVD, “Strengthening 
the Future by Illuminating the Past” is in the Leahy Library’s collection (call number Video C-
148); a pamphlet for Women & work in Vermont 1800-1984: An Exhibition Produced by the 
Vermont Division of the American Association of University Women (call number 331.4 W842 
2006); and the driving tour of Franklin County (call number 305.4074 V5943f). Copies of the 
VWHP bookmarks and posters are in the VHS’s broadside collection under “Women.” 
 
Inventory 
 
 MSA 782:01 Committee members 
 :02 VWHP Overview 
 :03 Agendas & Minutes Set #1 
 :04 Agendas & Minutes Set #2 
 :05 Flyers, Awards , Etc. 
 :06 Information Packet 
 :07 Guest Historian  Program Guidelines 
 :08 Past Vermont History Expo Meetings, 2006 
 :09 Laura Daudelin, Consultant 
 :10 Site Visits General 
 11 Site Visits - Albany 
 :12 Site Visits - Bakersfield 
 :13 Site Visits -  Barnard  
 :14 Site Visits - Barre 
 :15 Site Visits - Chittenden County 
  :16 Site Visits - Corinth 
 :17 Site Visits - Enosburg Falls 
 ;18 Site Visits - Georgia 
 :19 Site Visits - Glover 
 :20 Site Visits - Hartland 
 :21 Site Visits - Holland 
 :22 Site Visits - Mendon 
 :23 Site Visits - Milton 
 :24 Site Visits - Norwich 
 :25 Site Visits - Pittsford 
 :26 Site Visits - Rochester 
 :27 Sec. State 
 :28 Site Visits - Thetford 
 :29 Site Visits - West Fairlee 
 :30 Women Profiles - Ideas for Database 
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 :31 More Women’s Profiles for Database 
 :32 Database Creation 
 :33 Database - A 
 :34 Database - B 
 :35 Database - Bliss, Sylvia H. 
 :36 Database - C 
 :37 Database - D 
 :38 Database - E-K 
 :39 Database - L-P 
 :40 Database - R 
 :41 Database - S 
 :42 Database - T 
 :43 Database - U-Z 
 :44 Database - Military Women 
 :45 Articles - “Abenaki”  Women 
 :46 Articles – Gregory Sanford, “From Ballot Box to Jury Box: Women and 

the Rights and Obligations of Citizenship,” 2000 
 :47 Articles – “Journal Entries for Women in Vermont History” 
 :48 Articles - Vermont History (photocopies) 
 :49 Articles – “A Woman’s Place … is in Vermont,” Vermont Magazine, 

February 2001 
 :50 Articles – “Celebrating Women and Philanthropy, 1994-2002,” The 

Vermont Women’s Fund 
 :51 Articles - Historic Sites & Places 
 :52 CD-ROMs 
 

Paul Carnahan & Ruth Finn 
VermontWomen.docx 

March 2018 
 
 
   
 
 
 


	Related Collections
	The Vermont Historical Society’s Leahy Library holds VHWP’s DVD, “Strengthening the Future by Illuminating the Past” is in the Leahy Library’s collection (call number Video C-148); a pamphlet for Women & work in Vermont 1800-1984: An Exhibition Produ...
	Inventory

