
Vermont Historical Society • Barre 05641-4209 
 

Neil Goodwin 
Royalton Raid Research Collection 

Doc 769-772 
 

Introduction 
 
 This collection contains the research materials collected by Neil Goodwin of Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, when he was writing his book, We Go as Captives: The Royalton Raid and the 
Shadow War on the Revolutionary Frontier (Vermont Historical Society, 2010).  The collection 
was donated to the Vermont Historical Society by its creator in 2016. It consumes four records 
center boxes (4 linear feet) and includes a FileMaker Pro database.   
 
Historical Background 
 
 The “Royalton Raid” was an October 16, 1780, attack by the British army and their 
Mohawk allies on the widely scattered homesteads near the town of Royalton in the White River 
Valley of Vermont. Dozens of dwellings and barns were destroyed and much livestock was 
killed.  Four settlers were killed during the raid. Twenty-seven prisoners were taken into Canada, 
most of who were allowed to return home the following summer as a result of the so-called 
Haldimand Negotiations. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 This collection contains the photocopies of primary and secondary sources, 
correspondence, and research notes assembled by author Neil Goodwin as he researched his 
book We Go as Captives: The Royalton Raid and the Shadow War on the Revolutionary 
Frontier, published by the Vermont Historical Society in 2010.  The collection brings together a 
wealth of primary and secondary sources about the American Revolution from repositories in 
New England and Canada.  Goodwin did research on American Indians in addition to the British 
military and the colonial militia. 
 
 The collection includes an extensive collection of printouts from the Haldimand Papers 
from multiple repositories. 
 
 The collection includes an extensive FileMaker Pro database of the contents of this 
collection plus additional materials not in these file boxes.  About two-thirds of the records in the 
database have been annotated with the box and folder number where the document will be found 
in the paper collection.  Because document box numbers had not been assigned to the collection 
at the beginning of the annotation process, the database uses box numbers 1 through 4 instead of 
Doc 769 through 772. The folders have been numbered continuously through the collection to 
further aid in direct access of the documents. 
 
 The database and necessary application is located on the reference desk #2 computer in 
the Vermont Historical Society library and may be accessed by researchers when the library is 
open to the public. 
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Organization 
 
 The collection maintains the organization that Neil Goodwin established when he 
transferred his files to the Vermont Historical Society.  A few sections have been reordered in 
the inventory below to maintain the alphabetical order of the series, but the files are still in their 
original order in the boxes.  Hanging files and dividers have been removed to save space. Mr. 
Goodwin’s original folders and folder headings have been preserved. Some folder headings have 
been expanded for clarity. 
 
Searching the Collection 
 
 An important element of this collection is a Filemaker Pro database created by the donor 
for his use while writing We Go As Captives.  The author’s database has been annotated with the 
box and folder numbers of items in the physical collection at the Vermont Historical Society 
when they could identified by the processor. The database includes information about more 
primary sources than are actually included in the hardcopy collection, so not all database entries 
include box and folder numbers. 
 

I. American Historic Locations 

 Box 1 

 Doc 769:1 Newbury 

 :2 Saratoga, Corporal Fox’s Memoirs 

 :3 _____, Bibliography 

 :4 _____, Thomas Hughes 

 :5 _____, Hadden’s Journal 

 :6  Vermont Locations, Metcalf’s Book Scan, Fort Drawings 

 :7  _____, Calendar – Sun, Moon 

II. British Military Campaigns, Personnel 

 Doc 769:8 Brant, Cherry Valley 

 :9 Regimental Histories 

 :10 Lieutenant Houghton 

 :11 McCord Museum, McDonnell’s Orderly Book 

 :12 _____, Hope’s Orderly Book, 1787 – 1789 

 :13 Lochry Expedition, Fisher Family 

 :13.5 _____, Cincinnati Historical Society 

 :14 Northern Invasion of 1780 

 :15 Lamothe 
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 :16 Mississquoi Loyalists 

 :17 Loyalist Officers 

 :18 Daniel McAlpin 

 :19 Royalist Rolls 

 :20 Tories – Miscellaneous 

 :20.5 Haldimand Administration 

III. Canada Museums, Historic Locations, General History 

 Doc 769:21 McCord Ice Pictures 

 :22 McCord Museum 

 :23 Museum of Archeology 

 :24 Chambly 

 :25 Montreal 

 :26 Jews in Canada 

IV. Dartmouth – Dartmouth, Royalton 

 Doc 769:27 Destruction of Royalton, Norwich 1796 

 :28 Thomas Kendall’s Diary 

V. George Avery 

 Doc:29 Dr. Selverstone, Re: Avery 

 :30 Avery’s Writings 

 :31 Avery Family 

 :32 Avery Pension 

 :33 Census 

 :34 Land Records 

VI. Historical Societies 

 Doc 769:35 Vermont Historical Society, Burgoyne 

 :36 _____, Daniel Clark, Royalton Raid 

 :37 _____, Haldimand Negotiations 

 :38 _____, John Charles Huden of Bradford 

 :39 _____, Johnson Family Papers, Finding Aid 

 :40 Connecticut Historical Society 

 :41 William Heath Coll., Convention Troops  



Royalton Raid Research Collection  4 
 

Vermont Historical Society • Barre 05641-4209 
 

 :42 Massachusetts Historical Society 

 :43 NHGS Registry, Medical 

 :44 New Hampshire Historical Society, Bedel Papers 

 :45 _____, Destruction of Royalton 

VII. Indians 

 Doc 769:46 Dartmouth 

 :46.5 Captivity Narratives 

VIII. Individuals, Families 

 Doc 769:47 Ira Allen 

 :48 Jacob Bayley 

 :49 Thomas Johnson 

IX. Kahnawake 

 Doc 769: 50 American Archives 

 :51 Kahnawake 

 :52 Caughnawaga 

 :53 Serving with British 

 :54 Thomas Williams 

X. Library of Congress 

 Doc 769:55 Eyewitness Accounts, American Revolution 

XI. Lovejoy Papers 

 Doc 769:56 Ben Parkhurst 

 :57 Garner Rix 

 :58 Gardner Cox Correspondence 

 :59 Notebook 2, Probate 

 :60 Notebook, Revolutionary War Notes 8 

 :61 Burning of Royalton, Early Draft 

 :62 Hartford, Lebanon, Hartford 

 :63 Notebook Concord, Montpelier 

 :64 Notebook 2, 7a or 2 Deeds 

 :65 Spalding, Parkhurst Letter 

 :66 Spalding Family Details 
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 :67 Tracy Letter, Burning 

 :68 Vol. 3, 4, 5 Notebook 

 :69 General Raid Info 

 :70 Hendee 

 :71 Houghton, Horton 

 :72 Newspapers 

 :73 Various People 

XII. Maps 

 Doc 769:74 Correspondence 

 :75 Maps 

 :76 1757 

 :77 1761 

 :78 1765, Lake Champlain 

 :79 1777, Burgoyne Campaign  

 :80 1780, Burgoyne Campaign 

 :81 1784 

 :82 1795 

 :83 Lake Champlain – Nova Scotia 

 :84 Montreal 

 :85 Royalton 

 :86 Prison Island 

 :87 West Abenaki, Neighbors 

 :88 Northeast Tribes 

 :89 Home-made 

XIII. New York State 

 Doc 769:90 Clinton County 

 :91 Documents Relating to the Colonial History of NY 

 :92 Abeel 

XIV. Newspapers 

 Doc 769:93 New York Gazetteer or Northern Intelligencer 

 :94 The Patriot & State Gazette, Horace Steele 
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 :95 Quebec Gazette 

XV. Pensions 

 Doc 769:96 Pension Acts of Continental Congress 

 :97 Carpenter 

 :98 Miscellaneous POW Pensions 

 :99 Simeon Belknap 

 :100 James Butterfield 

 :101 John Woolaver, POW 

 :102 John House 

 :103 Ben Parkhurst 

 :104 Elias Stevens 

 :105 Royalton, Sharon Pensions 

 :106 Stephen Hawkins, Prisoner 

XVI. Personal Papers 

 Box 2 

 Doc 770:107 Johnson Papers 

XVII. Pictures 

 Doc 770:108 View of Kahnawake/Caughnawaga 

 :109 Haldimand 

 :110 Forts 

 :111 Zadock Steele 

 :112 Montreal 

 :113 Chittenden 

 :114 St. John 

 :115 Coteau Du Lac 

 :116 Rapids at Coteau & Montreal 

 :117 Indians Poling on Laching Rapids 

 :118 Miscellaneous PAC Pictures 

 :119 Miscellaneous Pictures 

XVIII. Prison Island 

 Doc 770:120 Prison Island 
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 :121 _____, Coteau, Isle Arthur 

 :122 King’s Royal Regiment of NY 

XIX. Prisoners 

 Doc 770:127 Provost Miscellaneous 

 :128 Royalton POW List 

 :129 Thomas Brown, 1757 – 1760, A.A.S. 

 :130 Albany County POWs 

 :131 McHenry Lists 

 :132 William Clark 

 :133 Fisher Family, Mathias, Prisoner 

 :134 John Fitch 

 :135 Hollister Narrative, Pension 

 :136 James Gordon 

 :137 Isaac Hubbell 

 :138 Abijah Hutchinson, Memoir 

 :139 Sammons Family 

 :140 Timothy Miles 

 :141 Nathaniel Segar 

 :142 John Sprague 

 :143 Michael Walters 

XX. Public Archives of Canada 

 Doc 770:144 Canada Archives 

 :145 Correspondence with PAC 

 :146 PAC Correspondence 

 :147 PAC Downloads 

XXI. Public Archives of Canada, Claus Papers 

 Doc 770:123 Canada, Public Archives, Haldimand, Colonial Office 42 

 :124 Claus, Vol. 2 

 :125 Claus, Vol. 25 

XXII. Public Records 

 Doc 770:126 U.S. Census – Vermont 
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XXIII. Royalton, Sharon Historical Society 

 Doc 770:148 Moody Notes, Papers 

 :149 Sharon Historical Society 

 :150 Census 

 :151 Royalton Historical Society 

 :152 John Dumville 

 :153 Joel Blackmer 

 :154 Brookfield, Royalton Raid 

 :155 Herwig 

 :156 Thompson’s History of Vermont 

 :157 Miscellaneous Internet Downloads 

 :158 Barnard, Royalton Raid 

XXIV. Royalton, Sharon People 

 Doc 770:159 Daniel Havens 

 :160 Hannah Hendee 

 :161 Daniel Lovejoy 

 :162 Jesse Safford 

 :163 Phineas Parkhurst 

XXV. Soldiers 

 Doc 770:164 John Gibson 

 :165 Ben Whitcomb 

 :166 Nehemiah Lovewell 

XXVI. Vermont State Archives 

 Doc 770:167 Maps, Pictures, Vermont Historical Society 

 :168 Governor, Council 

 :169 Vermont State Archives 

 :170 1791 Hartland Census, Levi Willard 

 :171 Nye Index, Vermont State Archives 

 :172 Population 

 :173 General Assembly 

XXVII. War Office, Colonial Office 
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 Doc 770:174 War Office 28/5, Hospitals, Medical 

 :175 _____, McAlpin, Prentiss 

 :176 _____, Miscellaneous Personnel Stuff, King’s Royal Regiment of NY 1st and 

2nd 

 :177 War Office 17, 1574, 53rd Regiment 1780 

 :178 _____, 1575, 1781 King’s Royal Regiment of NY 

 :179 _____, 1576, King’s Royal Regiment of NY, 1782, 1st Battalion 

 :180 Colonial Office 42, 10 57B, Coded Letters, Invasion, Readiness 

 :181 Documents of the American Revolution 

XXVIII. Zadock Steele 

 Doc 770:182 Family History 

 :183 Brookfield House 

 :184 Portrait 

 :185 Military Service 

 :186 Stanstead, Canada 

 :187 Tolland History, Steele Family 

XXIX. Other Researchers 

A. Dumais, Raymond, Research 

 Box 3 

 Doc 771:188 Raymond Dumais Correspondence 

 :189 Dumais, 1st, Copies 

 :190 _____, 2nd,  Copies 

 :191 _____, 3rd Report Copies 

 :192 _____, 4th 

B. Fortin, Andre, Research 

 Doc 771: 193 Watt Letters 

 :194 Bibliography 

 :195 Map of River 

 :196 McAlpin 

 :197 Prison Island 

 :198 Prisons 
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 :199 Travels, Rapids 

C. McCaffrey, Katherine Stebbins, Research 

 Doc 771:200 Kellogg Family, Kellogg Wife 

 :201 Ring, Kellogg, Inn, Hadley 

 :202 A.A.S., Xeroxes of 18th Century Articles, Documents, etc. 

D. McHenry 

 Doc 771:203 1778, McHenry 

 :204 August 1779, McHenry 

 :205 26 June 1780, McHenry, 1 May, Chambly 

 :206 October 4, 9 1782, McHenry 

E. Naumec, David, Native American Research, Connecticut, Dartmouth 

 Doc 771:207 Naumec, Indians, Folder 1 

 :208 _____, Indian Research, Folder 2 

 :209 _____, Folder 3 

 :210 Samson Occum, Start – page 151 

 :211 _____, page 152 – End 

 :212 Naumec, Lebanon, Lebanon, Connecticut 

 :213 _____, Dartmouth Narrative 

 :214 _____, Eleazer Wheelock, Founder of Dartmouth 

 :215 _____, Indians’ Letters from Dartmouth 

 :216 _____, Military, Pensions 

 :217 _____, Perrigo 

 :218 _____, John Kettell 

 :219 _____, Articles of War 

 :220 _____, Miscellaneous Connecticut, Connecticut Maritime 

 :221 _____, Religion 

 :222 _____, Prisons 

 :223 _____, Moses Hazen 

 :224 _____, Newspapers 

F. Research 

 Doc 771:225 Researchers 



Royalton Raid Research Collection  11 
 

Vermont Historical Society • Barre 05641-4209 
 

 :226 Krista Ainsworth 

 :227 David Naumec, Bill Correspondence 

 :228 Fichter 

 :229 Research Questions 

 :230 Internet Research Memberships 

 :231 Gavin Watt, Mike Barbieri 

 :232 Google Answers 

XXX. Haldimand Papers 

 Doc. 771:233 Haldimand Papers at BPL 

 :234 Haldimand Index 

 :235 21,704 

 :236 21,717 

 :237 21,732 

 :238 _____,  James 

 :239 21,733 

 :240 _____,  La Mothe Letter, Ann Gordon 

 :241 21,734 

 :242 21,741 

 :243 21,743, Mutiny, Prison Island 

 :244 _____, James McAlpin 

 :245 21,760 

 :246 21,769 

 :247 21,770, Supplies for Indians 

 :248 21,771 

 :249 21,772 

 :250 21,773 

 :251 21,774 

 :252 21,775 

 :253 21,777 

 :254 21,780 

 :255 21,782, La Mothe Letter 
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 :256 21,787 

 :257 21,789 

 :258 _____, Coteau du Lac 

 :259 21,790 

 :260 21,791 

 Box 4 

 Doc. 772:261 21,792, 21,793, Contents, RE: VT Cartel 

 :262 21,793, Houghton, St. Johns, Isle aux Noix 

 :263 _____, Capitulation of Forts Anne & George 

 :264 _____, pages 234 – 380 

 :265 21,794 

 :266 21,795 

 :267 21,796 

 :268 21,797, Interrogation of POW 

 :269 21,799, POWs from Otter Creek & Fort Edward, 1779, October 

 :270 21,801 

 :271 21,802 

 :272 21,803 

 :273 21,805, Shipping, Sailors 

 :274 21,814, Twiss, 2/4/81 

 :275 _____, Twiss, 2/4/81, Isle Aux Noix – Point Au Fer 

 :276 _____, Twiss, 2/19/81 

 :277 _____, Twiss, 2/26/81, French, Rebels 

 :278 _____, Twiss, 9/19/82 

 :279 21,818 

 :280 21,819, Haldimand to Johnson 

 :281 21,821, Not McAlpin 

 :282 _____, McAlpin 

 :283 21,822 

 :284 21,823 

 :285 21,826 
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 :286 21,831 

 :287 21,835, POWs, women, children, Moore, Campbell 

 :288 21,836, Reel 88 

 :289 _____, Reel 89 

 :290 21,837 

 :291 21,839 

 :292 21,840 

 :293 21,841, From: Justus Sherwood, RE: Allen, Thomas Johnson 

 :294 _____, Houghton, June 1779, Fort Stanwix 

 :295 _____, Intel Reports, Plan to Invade Quebec 

 :296 _____, Coteau 

 :296.5 21,842 

 :297 21,843, POW accounts, December 24, 1779 

 :298 _____, _____, June 24, 1780 

 :299 _____, _____, December 24, 1780 

 :300 _____, _____, June 24, 1781 

 :301 _____, _____, May 27, 1782 

 :302 _____, 1778 – 79, POW, May 27, 1779 

 :303 _____, _____, POW, August 24, 1779 

 :304 _____, _____,  POW at Chambly, December 1779 

 :305 _____, 1780, Officers on Parole as of Early 1780 

 :306 _____, _____, POW to maul bay, April 22, 1780 

 :307 _____, _____, POW to Niagara, May 1780 

 :308 _____, _____, POW at Chambly, May 1780 – September 

 :309 _____, _____, POW, July 23, 1780 

 :310 _____, _____, parole pledge by American Officers, August 3, 1780 

 :311 _____, _____,  August 26, 1780, Sea Men 

 :312 _____, _____, POW Quebec, October 20, 1780 

 :313 _____, _____, POW Montreal, October 30, 1780 

 :314 _____, _____, POW, October 31, 1780, brought to Montreal 

 :315 _____, _____, Matthews to Law, RE: POW boys, December 4, 1780 
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 :316 _____, _____, memorial of Colonel James Gordon, December 1780 

 :317 _____, _____, Law to Matthews, December 25, 1780 

 :318 _____, 1781, return, POW, May 12, 1781 

 :319 _____, _____, petition for release of aged POWs, Gordon’s Plea, Officers 

 :320 _____, _____, POW, July 4, 1781 

 :321 _____, _____, Loyalists, July 1781 

 :322 _____, _____, POW, August 19, 1781 

 :323 _____, _____, petition from John Boyd, October 7, 1781 

 :324 _____, _____, From: Law, RE: POWs at Coteau, bad behavior 

 :325 _____, _____, Naval POW, November 16, 1781 

 :326 _____, _____, POWs at Montreal from Niagara, November. 28, 1781 

 :327 _____, 1782, POWs in Quebec provost, February 10, 1782 

 :328 _____, _____, letter from POW Hamel at Coteau in French, February 26, 

1782 

 :329 _____, _____, POW list in Montreal area, March 16, 1782 

 :330 _____, _____, Murray to Matthews, RE: Marriage of Miss McAlpin to Hill 

 :331 _____, _____, Murray to Matthews, RE: POW exchange, May 13, 1782 

 :332 _____, _____, POW from Niagara to Montreal, June 9, 1782 

 :333 _____, _____, Matthews to Murray, RE: POW exchange, June 21, 1782 

 :334 _____,_____, POW in Quebec province, July 22, 1782 

 :335 _____, _____, women and children, September 12, 1782 

 :336 _____, _____, POW going to NY, October 9, 1782 

 :337 _____,_____, POW for exchange, October 1782 

 :338 _____, _____, POW who want to stay in Quebec, November 3, 1782 

 :339 _____, _____, Matthews to Murray, ending post of Commissary of POW, 

December 23, 1782 

 :340 _____, _____, Letters from rebel officers to Continental Congress 

 :341 _____, _____, POW in Montreal, December 12, 1782 

 :342 _____, 1783, POWs in and around Montreal, late 1783 

 :343 _____, _____, P336, 344. 1783, Miscellaneous Returns 

 :344 _____, _____, POW going from Fort Ticonderoga to home, July 10, 1783 
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 :345 _____, _____, Rogue POWs 

 :346 _____, _____, Letters from Sanford and Smith 

 :347 _____, POWs at Coteau 

 :348 _____, Miscellaneous POW, 21,843 

 :349 _____, Contents, 21,843, Roll 93 

 :350 _____, Jones to Haldimand, POW population, money 

 :351 21,843 

 :352 21, 844 

 :353 21, 845 

 :354 21,847, POWs pocket book 

 :355 21,848, Coteau 

 :356 21, 851 

 :357 21,857, Hospital, etc. 

 :358 21,865 

 :359 21,875 

 :360 21,876 

 :361 21,887 
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