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Vermont Historical Society Library MSA 611 1 Manuscrrpt Vault-Manuscript
 

Personal Author: Phel PS, J. IN. (Joh Ii Wolcott), 1813-1885.
 

Title: John W. Phelps papers, 1835-1884.
 

Physical Description: .25 linear feet.
 

Summary :
 
This collection consists of 180 items, primarily • 
letters written to John W. Phelps, from 1835 
to 1884. Many of these letters relate to 
Phelps' military career, beginning from his 
time as a cadet at West Point and culminating 
with his resignation from the U.S. Army in 
1862. Several documents specifically mention 
events and conditions in the Seminole War 
and the MeXican War, including some 
correspondence from 1848 that alludes to 
failed attempts by Phelps to publish his journal 
kept during the Mexican War. A number of 
letters and reports from the early 1850s also 
include information about conditions in Texas 
and on the Mexican border. However, there 
are fewer documents related to Phelps' 
1857-1858 Mormon Expedition service. 
Letters from 1861 to September 1862 relate 
directly to events taking place during John W. 
Phelps' Civil War service. Much of the later 
correspondence is focused on either politics or • 
Phelps' literary and scholarly endeavors. None 
of the letters appear to allude to Phelps' 1880 
presidentia I ca nd idancy. The se lie r' 5 

inventory, prepa red in 1925, describing the 
180 documents in this collection, is available 
in folder O. 
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Biographical or historical data: 
John Wolcott Phelps (1813-l8BS) was born in 
GUilford, Vermont, to John and Lucy Lovell 
Phelps on November 3, 1813. He was 
appointed to West Point on July 1, 1832, 
graduating in 1836. His military career prior 
to the Civil War included service in the Creek 
and Seminole Wars, the Mexican War, and the 
Mormon Expedition or Utah War of 
1857-1858. In 1859, Phelps resigned from the 
U. S. Army and settled in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 

At the beginning of the Civll War, Phelps was 
appointed Colonel of the 1st Vermont 
Infantry. On May 27 1861, he was promoted 
to brigadier general. He served under Major 
General Benjamin F. Butler in the Gulf of 
Mexico, where his regiment took military 
possession of Ship Island, MississippI. His 
troops also provided support to Commodore 
David Farragut's fleet in April 1862. and 
fought in the Battle of Forts Jackson and St. 
Philip. General Phelps was then stationed at 
Camp Parapet in Carrollton, just outside of 
New Orleans. While there, General Phelps 
organized fugitive slaves arriving at the camp 
into companies before formally requesting 
arms for these men from his commanding 
officer, General Butler. However, Butler told 
Phelps to put them to work as laborers cutting 
down trees around the camp instead. General 
Phelps refused and offered his resignation to 
first General Butler and later Abraham Lincoln 
in August 1862. 

Phelps returned to Brattleboro follOWing his 
military service. In 1883, he married Anna 
Bardwell Davis and the couple returned to his 
hometown of Guilford, Vermont. Phelps 
served as president of the Vermont Teacher's 
Association between 186S and 1885 and wrote 
several books, eventually gaining a reputation 
as a scholar. In 1880, Phelps was the 
presidentia I ca ndidate of the Am erica n Pa rty 
(or Anti-Masonic Party). His ticket received 
only 1,045 votes nationwide. His campaign 
platform included ideas such as prohibition of 
alcohol and secret lodges, as well as justice 
for Native Americans, use of the Bible as a 
required school text, and the end of the 
electoral college. 

Personal Subject: Phelps, J. W, (Joh n Wolcott), 1813-1885. 
Butler, Benjamin F. (Benjamin Franklin), 
1818-1893. 
Phelps family. 

Corporate Subject: United States. Army. Vermont Infantry 
Regiment, 1st 1861 
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Subject Term: Mexican War, 1846-1848.
 
Seminole War, 2nd, 1835-1842.
 
Authors and publishers Vermont.
 
Education Vermont.
 

Geographic Term: United States History Civil War, 1861-1865.
 
Ship Isla nd (MIss.) H rstory.
 
Brattleboro (Vt.) Soci al Iife and customs.
 
Guilford (Vt.) Social life and customs.
 
Texas History.
 
Camp Parapet (New Orleans, La.) 
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BAPERS OF JOHN ?/. PHELPS



PAPERS OF JOHN W. PHELPS

1830-39

By ?.ev. Silas M. Rogers , A .M.

Our Phelps, who was In Gul l ford born,
Great Genera l whom name can scorn,
A S o l d i e r of the Grec i an t y p e ,
In m o r a l s and In learning r i p e :
Most "bravely fought at I-.'exico,
Aveng 'd our wrongs there long ago;
And there he saw our Eagle r ise,
W e l l pa is 'd in Mont -ezuma ' s skies,
W i t h beak anfl plumage most c o m p l e t e ,
And grasp our foes w i t h i n his f e e t :
Thus teaching them to pay the Deb t ,
For which he had his t a lons w h e t ,
Torn the l iver from many sides,
Reni each man from his loving b r i d e ,
And la id him d own in dus t to sleep,
W h e r e over h im h is f r i e n d s do weep.
When war rose up w i t h m i g h t and main,
Which would at Home our Banner s ta in;
There then was Phelps upon the F i e l d ,
The cause of T r u t h he wou ld not y i e l d .
Long he stove to obta in th is end,
The B lack man should h i m s e l f d e f e n d :
He show 'd W i s d o m beyond the age
When he a n p e a r ' d uoon the s ta^e .
To i t a l l con fo rmed a t l a s t ,
Before the clasing die war cas t ;
A n d m a r r h a l ' d A f r i c ' s sab le t r a in ,
To P l e a d the i r cause upon the p l a i n .
In a l l m a t t e r s , he w o u l d be ju s t ,
And w i t h h i s hand break up the crust ,
Which covers u n a Secret Wrong,
Too f o u l to m i n g l e in our song I
Bring F lowers to deck Him w h i l e a l i ve ,
And on his grave may they there th r ive ;
And mark the P lace where he s h a l l lay
U n t i l the Resurrec t ion Day .
May 30, 1874.



1. LEWIS P. '.V. BALCH. A.L.3., 3 pp. 4to. Georgetown, March 1, 1835.
To J. W. Fhelps, then a cadet at West Point. Concerning the death
of his sister Lucy Lovell Phelps.

2. REGIMENTAL ORDERS transferring Lt. J. vV. Phelps to Company "H", 4th
Artillery, signed by the Adjutant, John Pickell, dated at Camp near
Fort Taylor, Jan. 6, 1838. 1 p. 4to.

3. J. s. DOUGLAS. A.L.S. 3 pp. 4to. Hamilton (H.Y. ) Dec. 17, 1838.
To Lt. J. #. Phelps, at Fort Mellon, East Florida, Describing the
cave at Schoharie, requesting an exchange of marine, botanical and
geological specimens, and giving him local news.

4. SI/x DOCUMENTS, signed by Lt. J. W. phelos, Capt. Harvey Brown, and
Ass1t Surgeon D. C. DeLeon, relating to suoplies for the troops at
Port New Smyrna, East Florida for February 1839.

5. THOMAS JEFRER30N SMITH. A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Washington, June 12, 1839
To Lt. J. fi. Phelps. Saying he cannot render him any assistance.
(in securing promotion) since with the Federals he "stands no more
chance than a stump't tail bull in mosquitoe time".

6. SAMUEL FORRY. A.L.S., 2 po. 4to. Fort Taylor, Feb. 5, no year. To
Lt. J. W. Phelps. On an Incident In the Seminole War.

PAPERS OF JOHN W. PHELPS
1840-49

7. DR. D. C. DELEON, Army Surgeon. A.L.S., 4 np. 4to. Fort Griffin, on
Anpalachicola River, West Florida, Feb. 7, 1840. To Lt. J. W. Phelps,
at Detroit. The Doctor does not care for the Florida climate and
writes an interesting letter concerning it and military and social
affairs.

8. SAMUEL FOBRY. A.L.3., 1 p. 4to. New York, Jan. 16, 1841. To Lt.
J. W. Phelps. Forry has left the Army and is in newspaper work and
asks Phelps to contribute to his paper.

9. THOMAE P. GRIFFITH (?). A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Baltimore, Oct. 16, 1841.
To Lt. J. vV. Phelps, at Old Point Comfort. Arklng his support in ob-
taining the post of Sutler to the troops at Pensacola, where Phelps
has been ordered.

10. LT. JOHN O'BRIEN. A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Fort Monroe, Va. July 30, 1844.
To Lt. J. W. Phelps, at Carlisle Barracks, (Penna.). Asking him to
make application to be relieved at Carlisle before October since
O'Brien Is ordere^ to succeed him and wishes for "strong orivate
reasons" to go as soon as nossible.

11. CAPT. BENJAMIN HUGER. A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Fort Monroe, Oct. 5, 1844.
To Lt. J. W. Phelps, concerning improvements in artillery gun eights.



12. CAPT. J. M. WASHINGTON. A . L . S . , 3 no. 4 to . C a r l i s l e Barracks,
Dec. 3, 1844. To Lt . J. W. Phelps. On gun pointers and sn Army
squabble involving C o l . Payne.

13. SAMUEL 3. PHELPS, U .S . Senator from Vermont . A .L .5 . , 2 pp. C i t y of
Washing ton , Jan. 6, 1845. To Lt. J. ,'/. Phelps. Saying he has but
l i t t l e in f luence wi th the Tyler A d m i n i s t r a t i o n but w i l l do a l l he can
to a i d h im to secure n r o m o t i o n .

14. JAMES EAKI1T, A s s i s t a n t A u d i t o r of the Treasury . L.3 . , 1 p. 4 to . To
Lt. J. W. Phelps, on o f f i c i a l business.

15. C. DniMOCi:. A . L . S . , 1 D. 4 to . A r m o r y , R ichmond , May 27, 1845. To
Lt. 'J. ,V. Phelos . Enclosing a s t a t emen t concerning Rober t Henry, a
p r i v a t e in the Army and t e l l i ng the news of the Post .

16. J. !.:. GORDON. A.L .3 . 1 p. 4 to . B a l t i m o r e , N o v . 17, 1845. To Lt.
J . W. P h e l n s . I n t r o d u c i n g f r i ends and giving news t h a t "John Bull
may perhans a f f o r d us an o p o o r t u n i t y of some movements of t roops in
the course of ano ther y e a r , whereby Old Poin t ( C o m f o r t ) may lose
some p a r t of i ts m o n o t o n y . . . . "

17. COPY ( i n P h e l n ' s h a n d ) OP EXTRACT OP GEiJEivAL 2,ACKAnY I^YLO^'S OruSEaS
N o , 66 . M ° t « r n o r ^ s . J u l y 29, 1646.

16. W. W. BLISS, Gen . L'°chnry T a y l o r ' s i i d . i u t a n t , A . D . 3 . , 2 n o , 4 t o ,
E e n d ^ u y r t e r s . S e n t , y , 1646. Orders N". 114, D i r e c t i n g c o u r t m « r -
t i s l of Lt. G. \\'. Avers , of the 3rd . a r t i l l e r y . Lt. J. W. Phel ns w=>s
Judge A d v o c a t e ,

19. A. VAN 3UREH, PAYMASTER. A . D . S . . 1 n , 4 t o . M o n t e r e y , O c t . ?.3, 1646.
R e c e i p t to Lt. J. '.'/. J h e l ns for money, the n r o c e e d e of the - ^ 1 e of the
e f f e c t s o f r r i v s t e ' W i l l i a m T r ^ c y , d e c e a s e d .

SO. ELEVEN DOCUMENTS CONCERNING ORLIKAilCE U3EL III THE MEXICAN W A R . V*r-
ious d « t e s and n ieces . S i g n e d by L t . P h e l n s , c °o t . k i n d e r , C - " n t ,
Euger, end L t . B e n j a m i n .

81. LI. JULIUS P. GARESCEE^ A.L.S. , 2 pp. 4to. Camasso, Jan. 5, 1849.
To Lt . Peh lps . Concerning Army news esoecial ly Gen. S c o t t ' s a r r i va l
and h is d i s p l e a s u r e a t not f ind ing the t r o o p s concen t r a t ed a t
Monte rey .

22. A. VAN BUREN, PAYMASTER. D . 3 . , 1 p. 4 to . Puebla , Aug. 4, 1647. Re-
ce ip t to Lt . Phe lps for money , oroeeeds of the sale of the e f f e c t s of
Alpheus Hockenburry, deceased .

23. WEST POINT CIRCULAR LETTER asking biograohical d e t a i l s of its gradu-
a t e s .Aug . 10, 1847.

24. A. VAN BUREN, PAYMASTER. D . S . , 1 p. 4 to . Rece ip t in re Ca lv in
Johnson, deceased .



25. JUDSON BENJAMIN. A . L . 3 . , 2 op. 4 t o . Newton Cen t r e , Mase . Nov. 7,
1847. To M a j o r J. L. G a r d n e r , 4th A r t i l l e r y , Mexico. Asking in-
f o r m a t i o n concerning the dea th of his b ro the r Lt . C. Benjamin who
fel l at the C i t y of Mexico.

26. LETTER EN SPANISH, 3 pp. 4to. Signed 3 .A .T . , d a t e d Mexico C i t y ,
Jan. 19, 1646. To Lt. Phelps .

27. LT. D. II. COUCH. U . S . , 1 p. 4 to . Vera Cruz , July 7, 1848. ' Rece ip t
to Lt. Phelps for the money be longing to the Company Fund of Co. H,
4 th A r t i l l e r y .

26. DOCUMENT showing the s trength of the 4th A r t i l l e r y on its r e t u r n from
Mexico to Fort Monroe in August 1648.

29. THREE LETTERS, 2 A . L . S . of Lt. J. 3. Hatheway, concern ing purchase of
horses in Mex ico . F a t h e w a y ' s l e t t e r s a re d a t e d G o v e r n o r ' s I f l a n f l ,
Aug. 17 & 27, 1646.

30. COPY, IN PHELP'S HAND, OF SEC'Y 0? W A R , 7/111 lam L. M e r c y ' s , l e t t e r
to General Zachary Taylor concerning measures to prevent r a i d s in to
Mexico. D a t e d , W a s h i n g t o n , August 30, 1848.

31. THREE LETTERS OF G. P. PUTNAM AND JOHN WILEY, Sept. 26, 28, Oct . 21,
1848, a l l d e c l i n i n g to pub l i sh Phe lps Journal keot dur ing the Mexi-
can W a r .

32. EOUGHTON & CO. per L. V V . Green leaf . « .L .S . , 1 p. 4 to . New York ,
Sept . 28, 1648. Business l e t t e r .

33. CAPT. FREB A. SMITH. L .S . , 1 p. 4 to . W a s h i n g t o n , b .C. Oct . , ,11,
1848. To Lt. J. W. Phe lps . Acknowledg ing rece ip t of his request
for t ransfer to the s taf f a t West Po in t .

34. LT. J. V. MeGOWN. A . L . 3 . , 2 pp. 8vo. C a m p Ringgo ld , Texas . A p r i l ,
9, 1849. To Lt. J. W. Phelps. Concerning his losses f rom cholera,
the Indian d e p r e d a t i o n s , qnd other Army news.

35. LT. R. H. BOWAiu). A.D. 3. , 1 p. 4 to . Fort McRae, F l o r i d a , May 7,
1849. Rece ip t to Lt. Phelps for the Company fund of Company A, 4th
A r t i l l e r y .

36. LT. J. V. McCOWN. A.L .S . , 1 p. 4 to . For t R inggo ld . May 17, 1849.
To Lt. Phelps. Concerning the death of Cap t . Deas fol lowing which
he hopes Phe lps may secure command of the Comoany.

PAPERS OF JOHN W. PHELPS

1850-59

37. LT. J. S. GARLAND. D , 3 . , 1 p. 4to. Fo r t Chokkamikla , F l o r i d a ,
Apr i l 6, 1850. Concern ing the E s t a t e of Thomas Burke, a so ld ie r
in the Mexican War .



38. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A . L . 3 . , 3 on. 4to. Port Brown, Texas. May 22,
1850. To C a p t . J. 77. Phelos. G i v i n g d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n of the
Company to which Phe lps has been a s f i g n e d .

39. LT. JDHK BIBBON3. A . L . 3 . , 4 pp. 4to. Fort Brown, Texas. July .22,
1850. To C a n t . J . W . Phelps . A sequel to the above l e t t e r but with
grea ter de ta i l of local Army news.

40. iftLIES 3. THaYER. A . L . S . . . 1 p. 4 to . New York, Dec. 7, 1850. To C a P t .
J . W. Phelps. Promising h i m a l l assistance in securing p romot ion .

41. MEMORANDA in Peh lps ' s hand of Genera l Orders and Instruct ions con-
cerning A r t i l l e r y . 2 pp. 4to.

42. CJPY IS PHELPS '3 HAND OF GEN. TWTGGS'S LETTER giving ins t ruc t ions fco
prevent Raids into Mexico. Apr i l 1851.

43. COPY OF ADJUTANT GENERAL THOMAS'S LETTER, of May 6, 1851, concerning
the Quarter M a s t e r of the 4th A r t i l l e r y , at For t Brown, Texas.

44. ORDERS NO. 25, Fort Brown, Texas, May 13, 1851. Concerning court-
m a r t i a l .

45. COPY OF DR. H. 3. STENNECIIE ' S LETTEH concerning the in ju ry of Peter
A. Henselar , received at C h e p u l t i p e c and for which he was d ischarged
from the Army.

46. LETTEH IN SPANISH TO CAPTAIN PHELPS. D a t e d T o l u c a , June 27, 1851.

47. PETER A E2NS:''LER. A . L . S . , 2 pp. 4 to . Lancas te r , Pa. A u g . 30, 1851.
Le t t e r f rom a d isabled Mexican War v e t e r a n .

48. MAJOR BENJAMIN HUGER. A . L . S . , 2 op. 4 to. Fort Monroe , Sen t . 14,
1851. On the case of Gen . T a l c o t t in which Huger became involved ,
much to his own d i s c o m f o r t .

49. COPY IN PHELPS' AUTOGRAPH OF DEPARTMENTAL ORDERS, d a f e d I n d i a n o l a ,
Sect. 16, 1851. 4 pp. 4 to . On Army a f f a i r s in Texas.

50. COPY TIT PHELPS' AUTOGRAPH OF PRESTDENT FILLMORE'S LETTER OF SEPT. 22,
1851 to Gen . P. F. S m i t h , concerning armed r a id s in to Mexico. 2 pp.
4to .

51. COPY OF A CIRCULAR LETTER d a t e d For t Columbus, Oc t . 10, 1851. to
C o l . J. L. Ga rdne r , on the training of the a r t i l l e ry .

52. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A.L.S. , 1 p. 4to. For t Brown, Tex. Oc t . 18, 1851.
To C a p t . Phelps. R e p o r t i n g the discovery and pos i t ion of the camp of
the Insurrec t ionis ts in Mexico.

53. CAPTAIN PHELPS' REPDRT OF THE INSURRECTION ON THE LOWER RIO GRANDE.
A . L . S . , 23 pp. 4 to . Fort Brown, Nov . 6, 1851. To C o l . vV. S. Bl iss ,
A s e ' t A d j . G e n ' l . A very interest ing and d e t a i l e d r e n o r t of Mexi-
can borde r t roubles .



54. LT. W. S. PATTERSON. A . L . S . , 3 pp. 4 to . Brazos , Sant iago. Nov.
3, 1851. To M a j o r W. W. Chapman. Repor t i ng the deser t ion of sev-
eral so ld ie r s who have s tolen one of his boa t s "The Drum" and es-
caped to Mexico .

55. CAPT. «'. M. MORGAN. A . L . 3 . , 1 p. 4 to . Baton Rouge Arsenal , Nov . 7,
1851. To C a p t . Phelps. On furnishing h i s o f f i c e r s swords.

56. MAJOR G. PORTER OF THE 4th ARTILLERY. A . L . S . , 1 p. 4 to . For t Co l -
umbus, Nov . 19, 1851. To C a p t . Phelps. On army mat t e r s .

57. ADJ. GEN'L . H. JONES. A . L . 3 . , 1 D. 4 to . W a s h i n g t o n , N o v . 28, 1851.
To Gen. Twlggs . Commending C a o t . Phelps ' ac t ions and services at
Fort Brown.

58. N. DE LA P03TILLA. A . L . S . , in Spanish. 1 p. 4 to . Nov. 28, 1851.
To C a o t . Phelps .

59. HAJOR J. E. LA MOTTE. A.L .S . , 1 p. 4 to . R inggo ld Barracks, Tex.
Nov. 29, 1851. To C a n t . Phe lps . On army a f f a i r s .

60. CAPT. LI. niOWLTON. A . L . S . , 1 p. 4 t o . B u r l i n g t o n , Nov. 30, 1851.
To C e p t . Phelps .

61. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A . L . S . , 4 np. 4 to . Ringgold Barracks, Dec. 8,
1851. To C a p t . Phe lps . A very In te res t ing l e t t e r on rexican Revo-
lu t ion i s t s .

62. ANOTHER LETTER OF LT. GIBBON d a t e d uec. 14, 1851. On the same sub-
jec t .

63. COPY IN PHELPS' HAND OF EXTRACTS OF GENERAL ORDERS r e l a t i n g to the
Mexican Border . 3 pp. 4 to . D a t e d San A n t o n i o , Dec. 22, 1851.

64. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A . L . 4 D O . i ncomple t e . Game Drum, Tex. Dec. 29,
1851. To C a p t . Phelps. Concerning a r t i c l e s he has o u b l l s h e d re-
specting C a n t . P h e l p s ac t ions In Texas.

65. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A .L .S . , 3 pp. 4to. Camp Drum, Tex. Jan. 6, 1852.
To C a p t . Phelps . On the act ivi t ies of the Mexican revolut ionis ts .

66. GEORGE DEAS, A S S ' T ADJ. GM'L. A .L .3 . , 1 p. 4 to . San A n t o n i o ,
iveb. 10, 1852. To C a p t . Phelps . On army a f f a i r s .

67. COPY IN PHELPS' AUTOGRAPH OF EXTRACTS OF GENERAL ORDERS. 10 Dp.
4to. San A n t o n i o , June 15, 1852.

68. S. COOPER, ADJ. GEN' L OF THE ARMY. L.S. , 1 p. 4 to . W a s h i n g t o n ,
Jan. 4, 1853. To C a o t . J. W. Phelps , a t Paris, France. Extending
his leave of absence to 14 months .

69. BILL OF LADING for a sh ipment of p r iva te p rope r ty of C a n t . P h e l D S
from Bre^os , Jan. 9, 1853.

70. S. CHURCHILL. A.L.. S. , 2 pp. 4 t o . Inspector G e n e r a l ' s D e p t . Wash ing-
ton, D . C . A p r i l "30, 1653. To C a n t . Phe lps . on thfi . a p p o i n t m e n t of a
new Inspector General and c o n g r a t u l a t i n g R i m on his safe r e tu rn f rom
Europe.



71. ivlH. CASTILLO. A.L.3d person. June 20, 1853. Invitation to Cant.
Phelps.

72. LT. JOHN GIBBON. A.L.S., 4 np. 4to. 7v'ash ing ton, June 26, 1853. To
Capt. Phelps. On conditions ana affairs in Texas and describing
a street fight in vVashington.

73. BUCKINGHAM SMITH. A.L.S., 2 no. 4to. Washing ton, June 21, 1854.
To Cent. Phelps. On the Southern Indian languages.

74. BILL for a barrel of Northern annles shinped to Cant. Phelos.

75. LT. J. P. GARE3CHE1. A.L.S., 3 op. 8vo. Las Animas, July 9, 1854.
Another 4 pp. 8vo. Sept. 10, 1854, and another 1 n. 4to. Sect. 1,
1854. All to Cant, "be IDS, his superior, on artillery matter's.

76. GEN. ADRIAN WOLL. L.S., 2 pp. 4to. Katamoros, Oct. 11, 1854. To
Cant. Phelps. Letter in Spanish on the use of Indian words.

77. COPY 0? GEN. DOIT CARLOS SHELL'S ORDERS dated Corpus ^hristi, 8, 1854
concerning outbreaks of the Comanche Indians.

76. CAPT. SAM JOVES. A.L.3., 1 p. 6vo. Port Brown, Tex. Nov. 15, 1854.
To Capt. Phelps. .Releasing him from further attendance on court
ma r t i a 1.

79. THOMAS EVANS. A.D.3., 1 p. folio. May 31, 1855. Receipted com-
missary bill of Capt. Phelps.

80. LT. G. W. HAZZARD. A.L.S. 2 pp. 4to. Baltimore, July 12, 1855. To
Capt. Phelps. A newsy letter on army personalities. Also another
letter of Aug. 21, 1855.

61. COPY IN PHELP'S /iUTOGRAPH of a letter giving h Lrr, orders concerning
invasions of Mexican Territory. Dated San Antonio, Oct. 8, 1655.

82. J. n. ANDERSON. A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Richmond, Oct. 9, 1855. To Capt.
Phelps. The letter is on the stationery Fredegar Foundry and Engine
Works on which the Confederate forces relied so largely a few years
later.

83. FREIGHT BILL of New Orleans and Texas U. 3. Mail Line. Nov. 22, 1855.

84. LETTER BOOK 0? CAPT. PHELPS. 45 pp. 4to. Various dates 1655-56.
Fort Brown, Tex.

85. COL. JOS. MANSFIELD. A.L.S., 2 op. 4to. June, 1856. To Cant.
Pbelps. Concerning B fight with the Indians. Another of July 7,
1856'.

86. LT. G. ,V. HAZZARD. A.L.S., 3 pp. 4to. Baltimore, Jan. 3, 1856. To
Capt. Phelps. On the affairs of mutual army acquaintances.

87. THOMAS EOPZIN3. A.L.S., 3 pp. 4to. Manchester, England. May 2,
1656. To Cspt. Ehelps. A very long and interesting letter on
meteorological condition in Texas.



88. CAPT. A. PLEA3ANTON. A.D.S. , 3 pp. 4to. Bdqrs. Missouri River,
June 6, 1856. General orders on the trial of Cant. Howe of the
Fourth Artillery.

89. CAPT. PEELP3 Return of Ordinance for 1856. D.S., 7 pp. 4to.

90. FRANCIS Z'HŶ OB. ^.L.3., 1 p. 4to. Fort Brown, Tex. Feb. 17, 1857.
To Caot. Phelps. On business of the Fourth Artillery.

91. BALTIMORE CLUB CARD signed by Wm. H. Hoffman as President. Feb. 19,
1857.

92. MAJOR JOHN F. REYNOLDS. A.L.3., 1 P. 4to. Fortress Monroe, March
16, 1857. To Capt. Phelps. On army business.

93. CAPT. STEWART VAN VLIST. L.S., 1 n. 8vo. Hew York, March 17, 1657.
To Capt. Phelps. On Army business.

94. S. WILLIAMS. ASS'T. ADJ. GEN. L.S., 2 op. 4to. Washington, May 8,
1857. To Capt. Phelps. Copy of the Adjutant General's letter on
new artillery tactics.

95. C. T. FOR3HEY, SUPT. TEJvAS MILITARY INSTITUTE. A.L.3., 2 op. 4to.
Hutersvllle, May 19, 1857. To Cant. Phelps. Inviting hinr to at-
tend exercises of the school.

96. -- DE PKYSTER. A.I. incomplete, 4 on. 4to. Tlvoli, Oct. 20, 1858.
To Capt. Phelps. A most Interesting account of the American raid
on Prescott during War of 1812.

97. EMMA WILLARD. A.L.S.. 4 pp. 8vo. Troy, Feb. 16, 1859. To "My
dear Helen". Persons! letter.

98. MAJOR J. P. GARESCHE'. A.L.S., 4 op. 4to. Washington, June 1, 1859.
An interesting account of a Comanche Indian fight.

99. 3. COOPER, ADJUTANT GENERAL. L.S. , 1 p. 4to. Washington, Nov. 3,
1859. Acceptance of Capt. Phelps' resignation from the D. S. Army.

100.

PAPERS OF JOHN W. PHELPS

1660-69

100. 3. COOPER. ADJUTANT GENERAL. D . S . , 3 pp. 4 to . Jan. 16, 1860. Re-
la t ing to a r t i l l e r y usages.

101. JAMES T. HODGE, CURATOR COOPER UITION. A . L . S . , 1 p. 6vo. Jen. 27,
1860. Concerning rental ?f Coooer Union Ha l l .

10)8. A. G. BROWNE, JR. A . L . S . , 4 op. 8vo. Boston, Feb. 17, 1860. To
J. W. Phelps . On p o l i t i c s , etc.

103. E..J1A W. WILLARD. A . L . S . 2 pp. 8vo. Troy, A u g . 17, I860. To C a o t .
-"•helps. 9n family mat te r s .



n

104. J. M. HUGLIN. A . L . S . , 4 pp . 4 to . St. Char les , lows. Feb. 3,
1861. To C a p t . Phelps . A very interest ing l e t t e r on crops and
cond i t ions in Iowa, ilsnsas and Missouri and on secession.

105. BATTLE OF BIG BETHEL. Gen. B. F. B u t l e r ' s Orders to C o l . John W.
Phelps . A . L . S . , 3 op. 6vo. of B u t l e r ' s A i d e , Theo . W i n c h ,
da ted H e a d q u a r t e r s , -June 9, 1861. G i v i n g e x p l i c i t orders for C o l .
P h e l p s 1 advance as far as L i t t l e Bethel where he is to meet
B u t l e r ' s fo rce . A fine C i v i l War l e t t e r .

106. T. T. HAINES, A S S ' T . ADJ. G E N ' L . L. S. , 1 p. 4to. Hdqrs . D e p t .
of V a . t June 17, 1861. Orders respec t ing the stores of the Four th
Massachuse t t s Reg imen t .

107. LT. CHARLES C. CHURCHILL. A S S ' T . ADJ. G E N ' L . L .S . , 1 p. 4 to . To
C o l . Phe lps . On Army a f fa i r s .

108. WARNING TO GEN. B. F. BL'TLER. James H. P a l m e r . A . L . S . , 1 p. 4 to .
Hew Haven, July 29, 1861. Memorandum signed by B u t l e r on back re-
ferr ing i t to Gen. John W. Phe lps . "The Rebels expect to a t t a c k
Newpor t News by water and land s imu l t aneous ly — for th i s pur-
pose they have prepared Iron p l a t e d vessels at the Gospor t Navy
Yard cover your men as our f a the r s did at Bunker Fi l l w i t h a
R a i l Fence if no th ing be t t e r is a t h a n d . . . . "

109. THOMAS H. HALSBY. A . L . S . , 2 pp. 4 t o . W a s h i n g t o n , Sept . 30, 1861.
To Co l . J. W. P h ^ l p s concerning his pay as C o l o n e l of the First
Vermont prior to his accep tance of Br igadier G e n e r a l ' s commiss ion .

110. P. FRANKLIN JONES. A . L . S . , 2 pp . 4 t o . T .Va-«hington, Oc t . 18, 1861
To Gen. Phe lps . C o n c e r n i n g his inven t ion of a dev ice for point ing-
heavy guns and g i v i n g of copy of Abraham L i n c o l n ' s l e t t e r to Gen.
R ip l ey on carrying out a p r a c t i c a l test of the i n v e n t i o n .

111. P. FRANKLIN JONES. Ano the r l e t t e r on the progess he is making wi th
the test, hav ing f i t t e d up a 32 pounder for the purpose .

112. MAJOR H. 0. WH IT TEL: ORE. A . L . S . , 2 pp. 4 to . Boston, O c t . 25, 1861.
To Gen. Phelps . Asking him to recommend him to Governor Andrew for
i m m e d i a t e service in the f i e l d .

113. CHARLES A. SCOTT, a former soldier in Phelos ' A r t i l l e r y Company.
A . L . S . , 4 pp. 8vo. C a m p Duncan, D .C . N o v . 5, 1861. To Gen. Phelps
Asking a recommendation to be used to he lp him to a commission in a
M a r y l a n d A r t i l l e r y R e g i m e n t .

114. GOVERNOR JOHN ANDREW, of M a s s a c h u s e t t s . Le t t e r press copy of L.S.
3 pp. 4 to . Boston, N o v . 29, 1861. To Simon Cameron , Sec'y. of War .
On Gen. P h e l p s p lan to c r e a t e an a r t i l l e r y corps w h i c h he h e a r t i l y
endorsee.

115. ELIA3 SMITH, TIMES WAR CORRESPONDENT. A . L . S . p e n c i l , 1 P. 4 to .
3 . S . C o n s t i t u t i o n S h i n I s land , Dec. 5 , 1861. To C a n t . F l e t c h e r .
Asking leave of absence fror the sh ip to carry a p r o c l a m a t i o n from
the commending genera l to the rebels.



116. CAPT. A. G. FLETCHER. A.L.S., 2 DO. 8vo. Refusing the lesve of
absence asked by Slias Smith, in the letter before.

117. BENJAMIN TURNER. A.L.S., 2 op. 8vo. Huron, Dec. 25, 1861. To
Gen. Phelps. Saying that his son is orisoner in Hew Orleans and
that he wants to join Phelos forces to strike a blow at the South,
particularly at Hew Orleans.

118. CHAHLES GAUSS. A.L.S. , 2 op. 4to. in ,-rench. Explaining his ab-
sence without leave.

119. GEN. J. W. PHELPS. Letter not in his autograoh to Admiral Mellesn,
Commanding the Gulf Squadron asking permission for the ?rench
Steamer "Milan" to proceed to New Orleans. Dated Ship Island,
Jan . 1 , 1 862.

120. W. B. SHUBBIST, C h a i r m a n of the L i g h t House Board. L.3 . , 2 pp. 4 t o .
flashing ton, Jan. 3, 1662. To Gen. Phelps . Concerning the e rec t ion
of a l ight house at Shio Island.

121. GEN. J. W. PHELPS. A . L . S . , 3 po. 4 to . S h i p I s l and , Jan. 5, 1862.
To A d m i r a l McZesn. Asking tha t the "Lewis" be used as a pa t ro l boat
to secure m i l i t a r y in fo rma t ion of the surrounding country . A very
interes t ing le t ter .

122. LT. JRANII WELLS. A . L . 3 . , 2 pp. 4 to . Baton Rouge , Jan. 10, 1862.
To Gen. Phelps. A ver,, interest ing le t te r on the f igh t s with the
Confedera tes and the duty at Ba ton Rouge. He £ives Phelps news of
mutual acquaintances .

123. GEN. J. W. PHELPS. A . L . S . , 1 n. 4 to . Shic I s land , Jan. 14, 1862.
To A d m i r a l McICean. Beoor t ing tha t C a p t . ?j i i-?banks of the Ship
"George Green" had been forc ib ly taken off his shin by the m a t e of
the U.S .3 . Z i t t a t i n n y and de t a ined over n igh t and then r e tu rned to
h i s own b o a t .

124. ADMIRAL McZEaN'S ANSWER TO THE ^BOVS. L.S. , 1 p. 4 to . Jan, 14, 1862,

125. ADMIRAL WM. W. MdlEAN. L. S. , ID 4to. Jan. 20, 1862. To Gen. P h e l p s
On the S u t l e r ' s t r ad ing w i t h the sa i lors on Sunday which shou ld be
stooped.

ISii. G. B. SALLA. L.S. , 1 p. 4 to . Shio I s l and , ?eb. 15, 1862. To
Gen. Phelps . Reques t ing r>ermiss ion to go to Boe ton to confer w i t h
Gen. But le r .

127. L T . - J3HN C. PALFHEY. A . L . S . , 3 on. 8vo. I.'ar. 2, 1862. To Gen.
Phe lps . A very in te res t ing r eno r t of reconnaisance of B i l o x i , Mis? .

128. LT. E .Y .N. HITCHCOCK, A i d e to Gen. B u t l e r . True cony of orders to
C a o t . Kagger ty , f'ay 27, 1862, to inspet Gen. -he lps ' C a m p . 1 p. 4 to .

129. LT. vVM. BE-uiY. A . L . S . , 1 p. 4 to . C a m p Parape t , Aug. 9, 1862. To
C a n t . C l a r k , Of f i ce r of the Day. R e p o r t i n g f i n d i n g , recover ing and
burying a corose wh ich had been f loa t ing in the River .



130. LT. MOSES BATES. A . L . S . , 2 op. 4 to . On board Steamer " C o n s t i t u t i o n " ,
Feb. 16, 1862. To Gen. ^helps. Warning him against aopo in t i ng
as Quar te r M a s t e r , a man who has been i m p o r t i n g l i q u o r i n t o camo.

131. W.Z. BENJAMIN, a fo rmer so ld ie r in Phe lps ' A r t i l l e r y Company. A . L . S .
1 D. 4 to . Sen Francisco , Sep t . 2, 1862. Commending Gen. Phelps
negro p roc l ama t ion and asking to be p e r m i t t e d to j o i n his forces.
The l e t t e r shows the so i r i t of the t imes .

132. LT. GEORGE A. HARMOUNT. A . L . S . , 3 op. 8vo. C a m p Psraoet , Sep t .
18, 1662. To Gen. Phelps. Asking his a id in securing transfer to
the regular army.

133. LT. COL. A. G. HALL. A,.L.S. , 2 pp. 4 to . South S t a t i o n , La. N o v .
3, 1B68. To Gen. Phelps . On personal and a rmy a f f a i r s , mentioning
the d e a t h of two m u t u a l f r i e n d s in the f i ^h t at Thibodoux.

134. JONATHAN HARDING. A . L . S . , 2 pp. 4to. N icho la sv i11e , Zy. June 24,
1863. To Gen. Phelps . Comment ing on the G e n e r a l 1 p re s igna t ion , on
his experiences since leaving Phe lps ' Ar t i l l e ry Cor:oany and thank-
ing the Genera l for h is a d v i s e to aop ly to the A d j u t a n t General a t
7/ashington for more su i t ab le employmen t .

135. DUNHAM G. J3URT. A.L.S. , 3 pn. 6vo. New Orleans, Nov . 10, 1863. To
Gen. Phe lp s . De la t ing his eroeriences in the Southern Camoaigns and
asking whether he can recommend him for a l ieutenancy in one of the
negro regiments .

136. GEORGE H. I.TERIAM. A .L .S . , 2 pp. 8vo. Norfo lk , Nov . 22, 1863. To
Gen. Phelps . Begging h im to in t e rcede w i t h Gen . But ler to compel
a C a n t . Webs te r who occupies h is s tore to deal f a i r l y w i th h im.

137. A LIST OF BOSTON'S PROMINENT CITIZENS of C iv i l War t imes. 1 D. 4to.

136. ROSTER of the O f f i c e r s of the T w e l f t h Iv'eine Reg imen t . 1 o. large
f o l i o .

139. DITTO 26th Massachuse t t s R e g i m e n t . 1 D. 4 to .

140. DITTO Eas tern Bay S t a t e Second Heg imen t . 1 p. large f o l i o .

141. OBITUARY OF CAPT. WM. G. BARNSTT, of the 17th New York, k i l led at
Bentonvi l l e , N. C. 2 pp. f o l i o .

142. LT. COL. C . T . CEixlSTEi*3EN. .a.L.S., 3 pp. 4 to . New Orleans , June 3,
1665. To Gen. Phelps . A fine personal le t te r .

143. JOHN G. PAi^'REY. A.L.S. 2 pp. 12mo. C a m b r i d g e , Aug. 28, 1865. To
Gen. Phelps concerning sales of h i s his tory of the war .

144. WM. R. WBITAZER. A .L .S . , 3 op. 4 to . New Orleans, Oct. 16, 1865.
To Gen. Phelps . Asking a c e r t i f i c a t e concerning the c o n d i t i o n of
land occupied at Camo Parapet by Gen. Phelps as the basis of a c l a i m
of h i s c l i en t , Louis Ferriere.



145. JAMES D. DAM. A . L . S . , 1 D. &vo . New Haven , t>,'Tar. 14, 1866. To
Gen. "he lp s . R e g a r d i n g the d i e t of ear th worms.

146. ANOTHER LETTER OF DA1JA giving a geologic o o i n i o n .

147. J. W. COLBURN. A.L.S. , 2 pp. 6vo. July 26, 1866. To Gen. Phelps.
On Vermont p o l i t i c s . A n o t h e r of July 31, 1866.

148. E. E. P-alNE, Member of Congrese. A .L .3 . , 1 p. 8vo. Dec. 13, 1866.
To Gen. Phelps . Promising to suppo r t a measure which the Genera l
favors .

149. ANOTHER .uETrER OF JAN. 14, 1667. A l s o on p o l i t i c s .

150. LE GRAND B. CAiuiON. .-..L.3., 3 po. 4to. New York , Jan. 21, 1867.
To Gen. Phelos. Thanking him for a favor .

151. COL. RUSH C. HAWKINS, Commander of Hawkins' Zonaves. A . L . S . , 2 op.
4to. New York , Feb. 2, 1867. To Gen. Phelps. On the p u b l i c a t i o n
of the G e n e r a l ' s rev is ion of the P lcket t N a r r a t i v e .

152. GARDNER BREWER. A.L.S. , 1 p. 8vo. Bos ton , Feb. 14, 1667. To Gen.
Phe lps . I n v i t i n g h im to a t t end the "Warren C lub" .

153. EUGENE SCHUYLER, U . S . Consul a t Moscow. A . L . S . , 1 p. 6vo. Moscow,
Nov. 14, 1867. To Gen. Phelps . R e l a t i n g to an A z t e c D i c t i o n a r y .

154. PROFESSOR ELIAS LOOMIS. A . L . S . , 2 pn. 6vo. Yale Co l l ege , Feb. 8,
1868. To Gen. Phelps . Concerning the G e n e r a l ' s n r o p o s a l to p u b l i s h
a m e t e o r o l o g i c a l A l m a n a c .

155. CHARLES 3LIOT NORTON. E d i t o r N o r t h A- re r i ca R e v i e w . A . L . S . , 2 pp.
8vo. C a m b r i d g e . June 1, 1666. To Gen. Phe1os. R e l a t i n g to his
paner on ANTHROPOLOGICAL CENTRES which the Review may accept for
p u b l i c a t ion.

156. - - TROWBRIDGE. A . L . S . , 3 pp. 8vo. New Haven , O c t . 9, 1868. To
Gen. Phe los . C o n g r a t u l a t i n g him on his naoer on "Fenianism" read
before the R u t l a n d H i s t o r i c a l Society, and sneaking a l s o of fossil
whales in which the Genera l wae in te res ted .

157. ROSCOE COUPLING. A . L . 3 . , 1 p. 6vo. Wash ing ton , Feb. 6, 1869. To
Gen. Phelps . Replying to the G e n e r a l ' s suggestions for a new m e t h o d
of taking the Census of the Un i t ed Sta tes .

158. C. A. DANA. E d i t o r New York Sun. ^ .L .S . , 3 pp. 8vo. Mar . 6, 1872.
To Gen. Phelps. Concerning p u b l i s h i n g of a p a m p h l e t by Phelps.

159. ALLAN RUTHERFORD. L .S . , 1 D. 4 to . Treasury D e p t . June 18, 1872.
To Gen. Phe lps . Conce rn ing an act of Congress award ing money to
Gen. Phelps.

160. J. B. I'lER'ftlN. E d i t o r Journal of E d u c a t i o n . Two A . L . S . , Sep t . 14,
23, 1872. To Gen. Phe lps . On an a r t i c l e which the Journal has nub-
lished for h im.



161. M. G. DANA. A.L.S., 4 DD. 8vo. Boston. Oct. 4, 187£. To Gen.
Phelos. On personal and family affairs.

162. GORDON L. FORD. A.L.S., 1 p. 8vo. Hew York, April 8, 1873. To Gen.
Phelps. On the publication of an article.

163. CLIPPING relating to race riots in Grant Parish, Louisiana. April
1873.

164. CAPT. GEO. W. TAYLOR. A.L.3. , 2 DD. 8vo. Peabody, May 1, 1873. To
Gen. Phelps. Saying that he Is writing a history of the Civil *.Yar
and a fks Phelps for a copy of his proclamation issued at Ship Island
to the people of the near by Confederate States.

165. PRINTED LETTER of the D. L. and W. Railroad Co. Allotting Gen. ^helps
14 shares. Dated Hew York, June 18, 1873. 1 p. 4to.

166. JOSEPH HENRY. L.S., 6 pp. 4to. Smithsonian Institution, June 22,
1875. To Gen. Phelps. On scientific matters.

167. ?. A. P. Barnard. A.L.S., 4 DD. 8vo. Columbia College, Oct. 18,
1875. To Gen. Phelns. On a text book on the metric system of
weights and measures.

168. CHARLES W. ELIOT. A.L.S., 1 p. 4to. Harvard University, Mar. 3,
1876. To Gen. Phelps. Commenting on "Good Behavior" published by
Cheney and Clapp of Brattleboro.

169. iEBaTOR jiNGLS CAMERON. «.L.3., 2 pp. 8vo. Washington, Liar. 26,
1876. To Gen. Phelps. On politics.

170. WILLIAM ,JOOD, President N. Y. Board of Education. A.L.S. , 4 pn. 4to.
New York, ^oril 9, 1678. To Gen. Phelps. on the morals of school
children and with especial reference to Gen. Phelps book on r'Good
Behavior" .

171. GEN. HENRY HUNT. A.L.8., 4 DD. 8vo. Atlanta, Mar. 10. 1680. To
Gen. Phelps. Seeking his testimony in a squabble which has arisen
in Artillery affairs in the Army.

172. PRINTED DOCUMENT. 5 op. 4 to. Adjutant General's Office, June 8,
1882. On Gen. George H. Thomas' Troops at the Battle of Nashville.

173. EX-GOVEnNOR HALE, of Massachusetts. A.L.S., 1 D. 8vo. Soringfield,
Feb. 20, 1883. To Gen. Phelps. On the publication of a letter he
wrote to Gen. Phelps.

174. JOHN EATON, Commissioner of Education. Typewritten L.S. , 1 p. 8vo.
Washington, Oct. 9, 1883. To Gen. Phelps. Concerning his book en-
titled "Good Behavior".

175. ?. ' HUNTINGDON. A.L.2., 3 op. 8vo. Syracuse, 7eb. 25, 1884. To
Gen. Phelps. On educational matters.

176. J. B. EVERHART. L.3., 1 D. 4to. Washington, March 28, 1684. To
Mrs. Jessie E. Davis. Enclosing a letter to Col. Snowden.



177. J. B. EVBHEART. A.L.S., 2 op. 4to. Washington, Mar. E9, 1884.
To Gen. Phelps. On nolitics, esoecially the chances of James
G. Elaine for the Presidential nomination.

178. AlfJTHEH of April 14, 1684. 1 p. 4to. Also on politics.

179. JOHN EATON, Commissioner of Education. L.3., 1 p. 4to. Washington
April 19, 1884. To Gen. Phelps on politics.

160. J. B. EV.SHHABT. A.L.3., 1 p. 8vo. Warding ton, May 5, 1884. To
Gen. Phelps. On the Education Bill then before Congress.


