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Vermont Historical Society Library MSC 212:11 1 Manuscript  Vault-Manuscript

Title : Vermont sharpshooter's Civil War memoirs,
1888,

Physical Description : 1 folder.
Summary :

Two handwritten speeches about the 2nd
United States Sharpshooters, possibly
written by William H. Humphrey, who
served in Company E from 1861 to 1865.
The first speech, 66 pages long, was
written for a "campfire" at Essex Centre,
Vermont on March 9, 1888, on the topic of
the Battle of Antietam and the role of the
2nd United States Sharpshooters. The
second speech, 15 pages long, was written
for a reunion of the Fourth Vermont
Infantry Regiment held at Montpelier,
Vermont on October 19, 1888, and gives a
summary of the service of the 2nd United
States Sharpshooters from 1861 to 1864.

Biographical or historical data :
William Harrison Humphrey was born on

December 18, 1835 in Underhill, Vermont,
the son of Daniel C. and Anna {Douglass)
Humphrey. He enlisted as a private in
Company E, 2nd United States
Sharpshooters on October 30, 1861 and
was with them in the Army of the Potomac
through all its campaigns. He was
promoted to Sergeant on January 3, 1863
and to 1st Sergeant on March 13, 1864. He
was given a brevet commission for bravery
on May 12, 1864 at the Battle of
Spotsylvania and was confirmed in the
rank of 1st Lieutenant in November, 1864.
In February, 1865 his regiment was broken
up and his company was transferred to the
Fourth Vermont Infantry Regiment. While
his regiment was storming the works at
Petersburg on April 2, 1865, Humphrey
was wounded in the legs and was forced to
have the right leg amputated. He was
mustered out of service on August 3, 1865.
He died on November 13, 1922 in Jericho,
Vermont.

Corporate Subject : United Statas. Army. Sharpshocters
Regiment, 2nd 1861-1885

Subject Term : Antietam, Battle of, Md., 1862.
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