
Annual Meeting
Thursday, October 6, 2022

Vermont Historical Society



President, Vermont Historical Society
S. Crocker Bennett II



Election of Trustees
FOR A 3-YEAR TERM AS A VERMONT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY TRUSTEE:

• Victor Henningsen, Thetford Center (1st Term)

• Penrose Jackson, Hinesburg (2nd Term)

• Steve Kidder, Swanton (2nd Term)

• Brian S. Lindner, Waterbury (1st Term)

• Mike McRaith, South Burlington (2nd Term)

• Kate O’Connor, Brattleboro (1st Term)



Financial Report
John Grosvenor

Director of Finance and Operations, Vermont Historical 
Society







Executive Director, Vermont Historical Society
Steve Perkins



Richard O. Hathaway Award
The annual Hathaway 
award goes to an 
individual, group or 
organization recognized 
as making an 
outstanding contribution 
to the field of Vermont 
history.  Projects may 
include, but are not 
limited to, publications, 
exhibits, works of art, 
documentary films, radio 
programs, websites, and 
dramatic works.



Weston A. Cate, Jr. Fellowship 
The Vermont Historical 
Society awards this 
fellowship every other year 
to encourage research in 
Vermont history. The 
fellowship supports 
research for one calendar 
year in any aspect of 
Vermont history and is open 
to all individuals. The final 
product is traditionally an 
essay or research article.



Kate Phillips, Librarian

Recent Accessions to the VHS Collections



COVID-19 Crowdsourced Archive, 2020-2022



Selections from the COVID-19 Pandemic Collection, 2020-2022



Selections from the COVID-19 Pandemic Collection, 2020-2022



Stephen Belaski World War II Drawings, 1942-1945



Stephen Belaski World War II Drawings, 1942-1945



James Whitelaw, Map of Ryegate, Vermont, circa 1780



Plan of Brunswick, Vermont, John W. Chandler's Atlas, circa 1830



Plan of Groton, Vermont, John W. Chandler's Atlas, circa 1830



Vermont Lumberjack Roundup Programs, 1958 and 1970



Vermont Lumberjack Roundup Photographs, 1950s-1970s



Steve Perkins, Executive Director

Recent Accessions to the VHS Collections



2022.6 - Vermont State House Page Jacket worn by Dianne Kearns in 1969



2022.12 - Time Clock from Porter Screen Company



2022.17 - Bruce Mitchell paintings commissioned for 1976 Bicentennial Celebration



2021.36 - Frances Ide drawings, paintings, illustrations



2021.23.1 - North Pownal by Marion Huse



2021.35 - Sealed Ballot Bag



2021.25.1 - State of Vermont Highway Signs



Thank you!

Your support of the Vermont Historical Society ensures we 
can continue to carry out our mission to reach a broad 

audience through our outstanding collections, statewide 
outreach, and dynamic programming.



Keynote Speaker:
Amanda Kay Gustin



James Wilson of Vermont

A New American Globe



James Wilson of Bradford
1763 – 1854

Moved to Bradford 
from Londonderry NH 
in 1796

Primarily a farmer

Produced first globes 
in 1809-1810

Self-taught?



James Wilson of Bradford
Skills involved:
- cartography, 
engraving, printing, 
papermaking, 
woodworking, 
blacksmithing, papier-
mache, plastering, 
watercoloring, 
varnishing, marketing, 
accounting







James Wilson & Sons 
Company moved to 
Albany, NY c. 1817

Sold out of the family 
in 1833

Continued making 
globes until the 1850s



VHS Research Work
• Census of extant 

Wilson globes
• Examining close to 

30 in person
• Re-examining 

primary sources
• Questioning 

apocryphal stories
• Situating Wilson’s 

work in a network & 
context























What else?
Some mapmaking for 
James Whitelaw

Some engraving with 
Isaac Eddy

Founder of Bradford 
Academy, active 
correspondence with 
children & 
grandchildren



What else?
Toward the end of his 
life: an orrery

Overall, a life devoted 
to investigation and 
experimentation



Questions?

amanda.gustin@vermonthistory.org
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