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Bayley was an implacable opponent of the Haldimand
Negotiations. The British decided to seize him and
carry him to Canada.

The British Secret Service and the
Attempt to Kidnap General Jacob Bayley
of Newbury, Vermont, 1782

By J. ROBERT MAGUIRE

REDERIC P. WELLS in his History of Newbury points out that despite
F the American victory at Yorktown in 1781, at no time during the Rev-
olution did the patriot cause seem more hopeless for the people of the upper
Connecticut River valley and their situation more dangerous than during
the final two years of the war.! The year preceding Yorktown had witnessed
the return after an absence of twenty-years of the most dreaded of all
calamities when a British-led Indian war party descended upon Royalton,
laid waste the town, killed some of the inhabitants and carried thirty-two
others captive to Canada. Thus menaced on their ill-defended frontier,
supporters of the American cause were confounded and disheartened by
rumors of the intention of Vermont’s leaders to restore the state to British
rule; while the prospect of a reconciliation gave rise to a bolder surge of
tory activity than at any other period in the conflict. Scouting parties came
and went regularly through the woods from Canada, sheltered and pro-
visioned by some of the leading men of the region: loyalists for whom the
scouts furnished a means of maintaining an uninterrypted communication
of intelligence to the British.

Throughout this difficult time the most unwavering defender of the
American cause and the leader of the opposition to the conciliatory plans of

1. Frederic P. Wells, History of Newbury, Vermont (St. Johnsbury, Vt., 1902), pp. 96-97.
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