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ment. Revelation, with the divine inspiration of the Bible, was de-
nied and, instead, there was the strong assertion of faith in Man,
his natural rights, his “Perfectibility,” and a spirit of inquiry in all
matters spiritual as well as secular. They were not irreligious but
were, rather, opposed to all organized religions which, based on
authoritarianism and otherworldliness, they considered hostile to
man’s progress in this one. Tom Paine’s pamphlets sold everywhere
for a few pence to help spread the new gospel, and Ethan Allen,
Vermont’s own pugnacious apostle, contributed his Reason, the
Only Oracle of Man—Dboth to be labeled infidel by many. All of this
was the first widespread protest against the claims of all sects, and
their controversies, but more particularly against the hyper-Calvin-
ism of the day with its doctrines of original sin and man helpless in
the hands of an angry and sovereign God. Most of the founding
fathers of the nation were either Deists or infected by their spirit.
Man’s “‘unalienable right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness” had a different ring from “‘the chief end of man is to glorify
God and enjoy Him forever,” and the principles of Toleration and
Freedom of Worship, incorporated in the constitutions of the
United States and of Vermont, are debts we owe this new liberalism.

With the end of the Revolution, the Republic and Constitution
established, and a great increase in numbers of settlers, the Ver-
mont Legislature turned its attention to the churches and practices
of religion, determined that, though freedom of worship had been
guaranteed, worship itself should be assured and the new state a
godly one. In 1779 a law enforced the Christian Sabbath, or Lord’s
Day, and prevented the disturbance of religious worship through
prohibition of all labor, trading, sport, travel, or disorderly con-
duct, under heavy penalties including the stocks and whipping
post.!* In 1783 there was an *Act to enable Towns and Parishes to
erect proper Houses for public Worship and support Ministers of
the Gospel”; this “empowered towns to vote a tax sufficient to de-
fray the expense and to hire a minister to preach, provided there
are twenty five legal voters in the affirmative and every adult of legal
age shall be considered as being of opinion with the major part of the
inhabitants within such town until he, she or they shall bring a cer-

14. Zadock Thompson, History of Vermont, Part i (Burlington, 1842), 175. Good-
rich, op. cit., 73.
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