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to treat the company. To this the company was much pleased and
caled him a coward and he took hold and T throwed h'm £ times and
he paid the comnany a treat and I cleared cut.

Now I came to Geneva.  From this I went to Gorum. Here T
found two Cousins where they was bullding carding mashines.  They
was very glad to see me but more for my moncy than any thing cise
I presume, for it was but a short time before they wanted to hire some
cash. I rejected.  But they urged me so hard and I found if T could
alow my concience to run such a risk, I could save them from having
their property sold at public auction, for their was an attachment on
it.  Now trulv stared me in the face and one Mr Woodward, to assist
me in relenting te them, savs he wouid vecome responsible for the
debt 19 day; if they would not pay i, he would. Their flattering
looks and words drove awav all fear and I let them have 30 do'rs.

He Wrastles a Dutchman

Now I went out to bethel to a town meeting, and after meeting
was over ther was a wring of wrasthng. This I was pleased to see.
1 stood by untll a number had wrestled, and there was a dutchman
had got hold who threw every thing and the observations ware, there
was not a man there that could throw him. Just i the ring I saw a
brick that I thourh I would take it a way for fear they would fall on
it, and just as I had stooped down the Dutchman threw his opponen
against me and kiled to birds with one stone. I jumped up an told
“im he could not do that again, so [ wus brought in the next time to
throw him. T accepted it very freely, and I could hear the audence
saying, h'll throw him you see if he dont, for a stranger would not
wrestle unlefs he was smart.  In about one minute I landed him flat
on his which made much laughter, but the Dutchman was not satis~
ficd. He thought he could do it next time, so we took hald and in a
short time 1 piled him 2gain, and when I throwed him, I took the to
lock of him and his feet was about 3 fect from the ground when his
head and shoulders touched. This mad much laugh and no one
would take hold of me.

He Visits a Painter of Likencsses

Now I went to canadagua. Here I went into a painters shop, one
who painted likene{ses, and I my profiles looked so mean when I saw
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them I asked him what he would show me ane day for, how to s-
tinguish the coulers & he said $5, and I consented to it and bezan ro
paint. He showed me one day and then T went to Bleomfold and
took a picture of Mr goodwins painting for a sumple on my wav. T
putup ata tavern and told a Young Lady if she would wash my shire,
I would draw her likenefs. Now then [ was to exert my skill in
panting. I opuerated once on her but it looked so Jike a rech I
throwed it away and tried again.  The poor Girl sat nipcd up so
prim and ook so smileing it makes me smile when I think of while I
was ¢aubing on paint on a piece of paper, it could not be caled paint-
ing, for it looked more lIike a strangz's cat than it did like her. How-
ever 1 toid her it looked Lke her and she believed it, but I cut her
profile and she had a profile if not a likeness.

Then I traveled on and stoped at every house and inquired if thev
wanted any profile likenefs taken, and if I could not get but a trifle,
I woud naint for the sake of lcarning. In about 3 day I was quite
a painter for I had one dollar for painting, and when I came
bloomfield I thought I was quite capable of the task.  Here T painted
this that and the otlier.  After T had got throuzh and ready for a
start, one Mifs Narvin sent in to have me come in and see her, for
she wanted their little childrens hkenefs taken, and T went in and
shewd her some painting while she caled to her husband to come and
sce them. He came out and sat down in a chair.  Com, Sivs Mifs
Marvin, wont you have our childrens likenefses takent  The reply
was no, get out of my house in a minute, or I will horse whip you,
you dam oHrofiters and pedlers, vou cught to have a good whipping by
every one that sees you. Get out of my house you rasckal. I replied
in a soft tone, why now, uncle, vou wont hurt me, will you? [ shant
gounu't I have my pictures that vour wife has got. Thev gave them
to me and [ savs now, sir, I will go with pleasur, but I want to take a
little spell with you. I know veu are a man who would have ac-
quaintanc very well and vou wont hurt me. I am one of the best
natured fellows vou ever sce. Now, uncle, vou have one of the finest
situations, (her I was interupted). Get out of enclosure, vou rascal,
or I will horse whin vou and vou shall leave the town in one hour or
I will borse whip vou all the way out.  Stop, savs he, give me your
name, Il warn vou out of town. Show me your authority to de-
mand my name and you shall have it; and not without my authority.
I’ll let you know my authority.  With that ne caught me by the color
and with great threaws declares a horse whipping while T was very
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calm and many pleasant observations which made him the more
angry.  He puled me along by the collar and riseing on the sccond
step to enter the house while T was on the frst.

Now was a good opportunity for me. 1 flew my hand round and
and caught him I no not where and droped on my back and with my
foot pitched him over my head and the first that struck was his face
on a sharp board purposca for a goos pen and I gefs he carrys the
mark untill this day.  Now sir 1if you will come here T will serve you
tee sme sauce agaim, only touch me with vour little finger and T will
make vou my footstool. After a few minuets of bustle se recovered
and to eater a complaint for hurting im.  So 2 woman that belonged
in the first tavern told me if T wanted to get a way, she wenld tell me
where to go, so she pointed the way through a barnyard and into a
footpatl which in the end prove the same.

He Wrastles Again

Now I started on for the west and never move see Mr Marvin.
Now T went on from this. I went to rochester here I have a circum-
stance to mention.  When 1T came to this place and went into a
tavorn where T met with a company of stranzers where [ made
mysclf free in conversing with.  Scvon a young man came in proicsss
ing to be a great wristler.  After stumping them awhile and found no
cne who dare encounter he began to try them and impcse uppon
them m this.  Soon he gave me a trip. I knowing I was very smart
whirtd around and told him If he wanted to wrestle, to take hold
fair, and we took hold and T plaid my purt as will as I could.  Soon
I throwed him and was not satisfied, and we took hold again and
with an cross toe lock T throwe! him again, but liz took off his hat
and shoos and said, if T would take hold ag.an and would throuzh
him he never would never wrastle again, and T took hold again and
in a few minuets I dewn wich him again, and then he was sausfied,
but the company was ncr satisfied and said T must take hold of this
one and that one, for he said I would not do for a siranger to come
into that place and throw everything, but I refused.

But I told them I would not wrestle with every one, but if vou
have any Bully, fetch him on, and soon they fetched in the bully of
Rriten and I throwed him 5 times a running and that satisfied him.
Then they sent over the river to Rochester and fetched their Bully
on to wrestle with me, and when he came in I lay on the bench, and

[269]



he enquired where the Litle Devil was that they wanted him to
wrestle with.  They pointed to me and told him T w=s the chap.  He
turned around and gased on me with a scornfu: Jeok and Say, God
Dam you, you have breught me over here to impose apon me to
wrestle with that little Devil, why I can throw him over my head
and done with it if you want I should. I then began to crawl long
toward him and told him 1 had rather see him do it than tell oi it,
and after a few words we took hold, and he soon found my legs ware
very handy around his, and he “egan to stand back and watched an
opportunity to twich me down. Soon he sliped his hand round my
neck and gave a twich, and I give way to it and caught the hip lock
of him and brought him down.  This made the audence stare to see
onc of my size through a chap that wayed 160 for that was his heft.
In this way I threw the Brage and two Bullys, but he was not satis-
fied he wanted to wrestle again, but I told him I would not wrestle
again, for I had caried the day and that was enough, but he insisted
apon it to wrestle again.

But I refused, and this made him mad and he swor he could whip
me and stumped me to fite. Verry well, Sir, if you want to fight, I
will ight, I am as usd to it as wrestling, but you must submit to my
proposals which is for to men to hold a rope acrofs the room, and you
come up one side and T the other, and when onec cries enough the
other shant touch him. 17 he does he shall pay five Dollars, Well, he
said, he would try me at that, So T got the rope fixt, and he came up
one side and I the other, and I asked him if he was ready, and the
reply was vies.  No sooner than the wards ware out of his moutch I
gave him a severe blow and I ericé enough.  Before he touched me.
Then I steped vack and he was determinec to whip me still; bur they
told him he must pay five dollars if he touched me. I do not care for
five dollars if I can give him a dam lickinz, but I was very full of my
laugh and beged them to not let him touch me which they realy
granted. Now then [ had got through with this scrape but he
watched for me till twelve oclock at nizht to whip me, but I had so
many friends he could not see me.

He is Taken with Santantanas fire

In the morning I slyly got into the stage and came on to Stephin
Town. Here nothing happened worth mentioning only I was taken
with the Santantanas fire in my blood which caused me to break out
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alover and for six months was a very tegious disorder.  Now amongst
all my wroublis and discppointments the exercise of my mind was
more wareing to nature than them all in fact. T could not set down
to read without my mind woul be so confused that I could not tell
what 1 had been reading about.  Often would T take a segar and
walk out in the lonly fiedds and sit down and refiect »n myv past life
which would cause tears of Zrief to flow from my eves. Some times 1
would contemplate on myv youthte! misfortunes when I was com-
peled to eat fat meart or suckers heads or when drove by hunger to beg
bread of my little friends when passing by their fathers house, and
come to sum it up I found nothing that I had been prospered in.
Pen nor paper cannot paint the grief T have shared. Nothing burt
hoping for the hetter would afford me any consolation.  The creat-
est grief was [ was abandoned from all my connections and acquint-
ance and to spend my ume with strangers.

Thus reflecting and traveling with my Lictle trunk on my back and
the tears running down my cheaks while I would soften them with
singing the song T usd to sing my mother at the tim= of my departure.
Afrer a short ome I came acrols a traveler who was roing to the east
and I got a vide on 1o salt pond iake. Here I made a stop and went
to drawing likenefses.  After drawing a number of likencfses I
found T had lost my watch, and now T was filed with fear T never
should find it again, and T advertsed it but never found it. I can
assign no other reason why T lost it than I left in on the table when
T was drawing likenc{ses and had it Stolen.  From there now then T
tock 2 wallk and went into the woods and sat down in grief and said,
O wy misfortunes are no numcrous It distroys all my comfort. I
must set myself down as one of the unfortenate creatures of this
world and bare my misfortunes with patience.  Now all my comfort
was in hoping for the better. It is impossible to discribe the feeline
I had at that uime. However, [ says to my self this is my misfortunc
I will grieve no more for it and sang:

Now let us be joll)s and drive hence meloncholly
While we are good fellows among.
We will fll up our glasses take life as it

passes and each merry soul sing a song.

Thus T drove away my mellonchollynefs, and after T got through
with my businefs, I started on for the east, anticipating my return to
vermont where I should meet my friends.
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He Sees an Ancient Game

Now [ was making mv way for home and being in company with
avery jovil Lad, we went in to a tavern where we sce some fellows
who was plaving with thimbles and trying to cheat poor folks by de-
ceiveing them. They had a little ball which they sayd thev could
hice under one of three thimbles and they could not tell which 1t was
under.  We knew it was deception and did not encounter them row.
While we were takeing some reireshment they went on and stoped
in at another tavern. Now then I told my companion if he would
join with me, that instead of them fellows fooling us, we would faol
them. I told hun to go on first and stop in at this tavern where the
fellows ware, and by and by I would come on after him, and we
would appear like strangers, and T would muke bleves as thoagh T
had the tooth ach very bad, and he was to ask me, whats the macter,
and tell me the best thing for my tooth is a Jttle bag of salc and put
it on my rooth.  And T had all things planed out and he wert on.

Bim by T came up and tock on to a terible rate with the tooth ache,
and he like a strange asked me wat is the matter, friend? O I have
got the tooth ache So T can hardly stan 1t.  Well, sir; the best thing
for your tooth Is a little bag of salt to lay on the tooth. If I would
consent to do it, he would get it for me. T told him [ woul and he
sot the salt and a rag, and I pretended T m st go to the dore a mo-
mer:, and while I was at the dore he took the salt and threw it in the
corncr, and says now I will have some spore with that man, and filed
up the rag with ashes. Now I came in un he says, friends I have got
the salt, and slyly sliped a bag of salt which T had prepared in my
mouth :nd they thought I had the ashes. Now on the gamblers sav
what vou got in your mouth? Salg, sags [. No you hant. Yies [
have, ior T see him poot it in.  Well T will bet five doliars that it is
not salt. I will stand you Sir.  Now then I puicd 1t out and behold
it was salt. T'his caused much laughter, and I caled fer something to
drink, and my health to you Sir, hopeing that if vou meet 2 Gentle-
man on the road again you will not impose uppon him, for it you mav
be deceived instead deceiveing.

He Goes o to the Next

Thus we went on the next.  We put up at one Mr Bodwells over
night. Here they had a systern at the back dor which if not careful
a stranger would fall there in 1. Being dark and I in such haste, as
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I generally go, fell there in.  Now I hollowed and splattered about
till with assistance I got out.  This caused laughter enongh through
the evening while T sat by the fire a drying myself. Next morning
we started on and came to Hartford, In this place I came acrofs an
old friend which lived where T usd to live. T was so pleased to see
him T drew his liknefs and gave him a dinner, and this was the sec-
ond person I had seen since I left home that 1 new. Now then I felt
anxious to get back to Tunbridge and I started on and came to
rutland. Here I found a chance to ride to handcock where T had left
a pair of thin boots, a vear before this, but when I came there my
boots had been wore out by the man with whoom I left them, and he
had moved all so Tlost them. Then I went to one Mr Strongs and
drew their Jikene {ses.

While [ ware drawing them, there was a young merchants wife
who heard of it sent word to me that she wanted hers panted, and
after I got through I went there and was painting the young Gentle-
mans and Ladies Likenefses, and he came home, and the first salu-
tation he came in to the room, and says, what vou got here some
paint daubed on paper!  No, Sir, its painting.  Well I do not want
any thing of that kind here. If you want to do any thing of that
kind, you must clear out of my house. Very well, Sir, if this is the
way you treat gentleman who was invited here by your wife, T will
clear out as quick as possible and T will make your name sound
through the Country in great stile.

Now there was a neizhbor of his who gave me a polite invitation
to go to his house where I was treated 1n stile. The next day I went
to rochester.  Here T came acrofs my clothes which I left here when
I was one and twenty at Mr. Tracys, and if there was ever kindnefs
shone to me it was at this place. Now I drew their likenefses and
that introdused many others, and T drew likele{s for about one fort-
nizht, and then 1 had the mis{fortune to break my leg.

This was donc at Mr. Briggs, and I lay there untill T could get
over to Mr Tracys. He was as good to me a father could be, for he
watched with me, and was there enough to assist me in all T wanted,
Then I moved over to his house. Here I was treated with the utmost
respect and lay here untill I could go to Royaltown. His wife spared
no pains in comforting me, and I feel indebted to them untill this day.
After 2 while Mr Tracys father and mother was there on a visit, and
my Jeg had got so that I rode with them to Rovalton by holding my
foot in her lap. When I came to Royaltown I was taken sick in the
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morning. I heard my old master and mistrefs was in town. T felt
very anxious to see them, for it was almost a year since I see themn In
a short time they came to me, and I was so glad to sce them that after
they had gone out, I fairly cried for joy. I think I nevery was so
glad to see any body as to cry for joy before, but I was really so glad
to see them I cried Jike a baby, and the next dav I went up home with
them, and if T ever furnished comfort, it was in meeting my friends
once more.

He is Home and Elscwchere

The little children was as near to me as my own Brothers and
Sister although T had a broken leg and Sick besides. They appeared
to he very glad 1o see me and kep me on free cost unull I was able to
pursue my businefs. In a short time I took the familys like nefse and
that introcuced my painting, and [ found employ enoug to make
tolerable good busine{s while I was lame. In this family there ware
to Girls which T think seemed as near to me as own Sisters do to
people in general, for I have but one Sister and T love her, so it is
grevious to be absent from her. I think I love her mere than I shoul
had I more.

After my leg had got so I could get around to my neighbors, T took
much comfort in visiting them, some time in visiting Mr fosters where
was my favorite place to wisit.  Other time in visiting the young
Lac‘es that T usd to be very intimate with, and many hours T have
spent in conversing with that lovely Girl Polly woodard in whom I
put the most confidence of any one ‘n town. MNany conferences
have T had with the other Phebe farnam but the circumstances T shall
not relate.  What took place in my stay here I particularize.

After this I went to Chelsea and drew likenefses about 3 wecks
and then to Randalph and T worked at my trade but found poor suc-
cefs.  After T had been here a short time and forming no agreable
acquaintance axcept 3 voung men who when wanting to act out
human nature would make their visits in the Country on account of
the stiff forms and seile they must suamit to in che vilage to comply
with their assaciates in the village, and being somewhat pleased with
my company asked me to go into the country a wisiting with them, so
I went and not knowing what the company was composed of, T found
to my surprise in first place a pack of cards introduced, and it hap-
pened I got a seat by the sile of the handsommest young Lady chat
there was there. I thinks to myself, since there is just a girl apicce, I
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will make sure of this one, so I asked her if I should ascort her home
which was readly granted.

Then we plaved cards a short time, and the next was a bottle of a
good cherry which Tdrank my health to my girl, and soon formed an
acquaintance with her.  After tipping well ac the cherry the fiddle
was introduced and in fiddling and dancing drinking cherry and
playving cards & the night was spent till 12 oclock at night.  Now the
next thing was to wait uppon them home. This put in execution, we
started on for home. Now I new not where the ¢ir] lived nor where
she would take me to, but by following her I found She took me
about 3 miles and all most all the way up hill. - When I came to the
house I found I was very hapily provided for, a good fire prepared
and a comfortable chat and a bed came not amifs with us, for we was
very well trimed by good Cherry & in this night my eyes found no
rest, but in the morning I started for the village, but T if ever T was
stiff in the joint it w.s at this ume.

Now I returned to the village and after pursuing my businefs a
short time, I went back to Tunbridge. Here found tiat one of my
companions was Jay uppon his death bed on account of his being
crushed between two logs. This gave me many disagreable sensa-
tions, for I felt as though it was of the first importance that we should
scek an interest in our savious so that when he be pleased to call, we
may be reacy to go, but soon forgot this in a measure and still pur-
sued my wicked course, and thought hut little of my God. Now I
went back to Randolp®, and in a short time T heard that there was a
writing school at Royalton which was the distance of 12 miles.

He Goes to a Writing School

I jumped into the stage and came to the school and immediately
jened it and got my paper and went into the school and began to
write, and T was taken sick and had to leave the school and went up
to Tunbridz. Here I staid to Mr. Hutchinsons untill T was akle to
2o to my school.  Then T went back to the school and hired my
board at $2 a week and stuck tite to my writing night and day, and
although T had bur little, I felt as though I wanted my sister should
injoy it with me. I took a horse and cutter and went down to Hart-
ford and with a determination to have her go to school. I knew she
had not ben to school as much as her companions. I thought it
would give me more pleasure in spending 2 few dellars to her inter-
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est than any other way, but when I came to Hartford I found she
was engagued to Mr tafts, but after contending a short time, they
concluded to let her zo.

Now I see that Mother whoom T usd to depend on for my daly
support deprived of her partner, my only Father whoom we uvsd to be
blest with the smiles of affection when we could together, with
Father and Mother Brothers and Sister draw round the side of a
good fire and enjoy each others society withe fredom, but Littde did
we know the privilege which we did enjoy. But alafs we are sepe-
rated one from another to scratch our wav through this troublesome
world which moved my heart with filial affection towards that Be-
loved Mother and Sister.  Thinking should T ever be able to live in
any stile and have any property, they should enjoy it with me, for my
property was just as free in my disposition when spent to their ¢com-
fort as my own. Now then I had to go back alone wait for her to
come in the stage.  Now my mind wes continually fild with the ex-
pectations of meeting her At the appointed time she came and =oon [
was ubliged to leave her.

After this school was out I formed an acquaintance with Mr Bac-
chises family, and in the ncghbourhood there was a writing of
another description. A little circumstance I must menvon.  While
in the first school my ohject was while here to attend tite to my
writing, but the man who taught the school was not capable of keep-
ing any order, and when the scholars had found they could do as they
was a mind to sometimes, they would write and then play, and my
mind being on my bok more than play I would take no part with
them. From this they judged I wis a lifelefs underwiled chap, and
they thought would impose on me as they pleased. Some times they
would get my knife and hide ir, but rather than spend my time in
controversy I woul say nothing but keep writing Sometimes they
would get my book. At a convenient opportunity they would
through it to me.  This mad very much vext, but I kept it to my self,
for I thought them beneath my notice.

Then I thought T woud go up to Mr foxes and see if there was any
better chance for writing there, for he had a clafs there, but T found
that they acted more like fools than anything else. Here because T
wanted to learn to write more than bee fooling with them, I was
imposed upon shamefully.  Then I went back to the tavern and
found General Curnses Son, and I thought it was Mr Gay, and I
asked him if his name was Mr Gay, he answered yies. Then I
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asked him if he did not remember I left a pair of boots the vear before
at his house. He said he did. T asked him why he did not send them
to me when sent for them.  He said his brother had wore them out,
and here he caried the joke as far as possible, and come to find out he
was not the man and, here I was imposed upon for nothing.  Only 1
was very much out of health and my mind was uppon my writing,
but however I put up with all tiiere imposition and considered my
self to good to bother myself with them. But when 1 came to Mr
Backhuses, T found chey ware people who new what good manners,
and here I could make myself free in conversation as any body, and
the treatment I received from them gamned my affections beyound ex-
prefsion. Tt seemed like a fathers house, and the anxiety T have felt
to see them is like filiul tove and never will their kindnefs towards
me be erased from my memory.

I staid here 5 days and then started on for the west. I went to
Rochester and spent a short time with my friend tracy. This is one
of my good homes. They have been so good to me that T have had
such affections for them I have spent time enough with them T should
not think strange i they were glad to see my hack sides.

He Starts for the West Agan

Now then I started on for the west again. T came to handcock,
and here I found 2 chance to wride to Middlebury for 6,” and a
young man who was traveling wanted to wride but had nothing to
pay and the man would not let him ride without pay.  This moved
my heart with lenity and says I to myself, now if 1 was in that mans
place, T should like to wrid, and I thought it would do me no hirt to
pay his passage, and so I did.  Now I came to middlebury. Now I
was a stranger and not a friend in the place But I caied myself a writ-
ing Master. This was a bold attempt to go into so popular a place as
this as a proiusser of penman ship when I had had only 30 hours in-
struction, but 1 thought if T could get a school started, T would run
the risk, and in first place I got me a room, and then went round the
Village and told them 1 was going to teach writing, and if they
would send, if they was not satisfied, nothinz to pay.

He Enters a Nezw Busiess

This was new businefs, and T came here without any recommend
or speciman of penmanship, and I hardly kew what a direct ell was,
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but I told them I was a writer and began mv school, and in the first
day T had 11 scholars an in the 2, 16 scholars an from that to 20 &
now then I was "n great businefs. And I would teach my hours and
then into my room and write, and although T had but little instruc-
tion T learnt faster than my scholars. In a chort time some of the
great characters saw the scholars books and began to make sport of
the writing and for they saw but the coppies I wrote first and saw not
my improvement, and finly they caried so far that thev wrote me a
letter or a coppy to let me know that they thought they could beat me.

Then I went to sti:dving what to write back for an answer, and 1
went home and wrote 2 line or two in the most clegant sule.  The
lines ware these: If you would wish to be wise in others conceir, be not
wise 1 your oiwn, and sent it back to them. This was inspected hy
all and some would sav, why I thought they sav’d this man could not
write a good hand, but this is good writing enotgh for any bocy.
This raised my credit, and I continued my school 2 month, and while
I was here I went to the funral of old judge painter which moved my
thoughts ahout religion. T hegan to feel the importance of it, and
when I wint home T began to think more and more ahout my im-
mortal soul.

On sonday folowing I felt as thoug [ wanted to take the Bible and
go into the woods and read it and pray to my God. According I did
and wlon T had got into the wood, T sat down and read the Bible,
and it scemed as though the eves of Gad ware apon me. T fele as
though T was so great a sinner that Go.l would not hzar my pravers
if I was to prav. I filt anxious to pray and made atrempis to pray,
but T could not. T tried 4 or § times but in vain, arnd I returned
without offering up my prayers to my God. Now often would T re-
flect on my situation and feel the wait Guilt, and my affections for
to hear preaching ware far greater. But T tried to drive it away and
in a measure I did and got in a kind of stupidity.  After I got through
here I got a reccommend and went to Verrennes.

Here I established another school.  When T came here T wrote 1o
or three packets of letters and sent back to middizbury to 2 Man who
would not pay lus school bill; and all I wrote was, Sir, pleas to pay the
postage on this and all other letters which I send vou untll vou pav
your schuol bill.  When he took the ictter out and found 1 was
going to send more, he thought he had rather pay the school bill than
Be troubled any more with me, and he sent the pay by thz male.
"This is the Jast of this big busine’s.
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Now I begin learn liuman nature. 1 find people arc not alway
what they seem to ve. I have been traveling (said I to myscit) this
two or three years, but my businefs was such that I thought it was a
mean caling, for it was neither good for socicty nor beneficial to anv
one only 1o gratify the eye. [ find by experience if a man thinks he is
something and puts him self forward he will be something. T dont
mean he must put himzelf forward by erowding bimself =to company
but dispising those who haunt the grog shop or the gambleing table,
and act with an independand manner and face the vich proud and
haughty, with the same case and politenefs of manner as though as
thouzh you belonged to the same clafs. I had formerly accostomed
mys myself to refrain as much as »osstbie in conversing with big
caricters.  Neither would I assoctate with the mean, but with the
middle class T usd 1o make mvself free. [ find [ need not confine
myself to either but conform myself to the clafs I am in. When I
am in the first stile of people, there would I put on mv peiish as it
ware & I began find I had a difficule task to please evry one, and
there 1s often many voung starts who if they could would run me
lower than themselves. T find generally there some in 2 vilage who
hate to have anv one know more than them sclves, and - possihle
would make ‘t out that they knew more about writing chan I did. At
such times T find we for the rules of penmanship on different
Authors.

Now I furnished myself with Towns Ginkens Rans Riffords and
Deans, Systims and paid much attention to the rules of writing.  This
furnished me with a bold face when I was assaulted. T could look
them in the face and ask and explam the Rules of writing which they
could not, and by this means I could stop their mouths.

There was that dear sister 1 had Jeft to Royalton gave me much
uncasinefs. Often was [ almost tempted to return See if She did
enjoy herself among Strangers, but T was taken sick and vedused my
money and was anxious to get a little more before I went back, for I
was affraid I had rot enough to pay her school bill, and after getting
well T started on for Burlington.  When I came here and inquiring
for a writing school, I found there had been onc there but a few
weeks before, and I took the stage and went to Montpelier.  When 1
arived at this place I found no encouragement; 1 could get no school.
Now I took a walk out in a pleasant grove and sat down and re-
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flected on my luck. I felt some what discouraged, But Says T t my-
se!f, this never will do, although I have seen troubles T will persevere
I will do something or nothing. T thought I would go back and see
my sister and friend and go Into the western Country. Now I went
back and made a wood visit.  While T was here T found there was a
great revival in Chelsea 8§ miles from my friends. This stircd up my
thoughts again about religion, and I bezan to feel its importance. [
felt anxious that all of my voung companions should share in the
blessed work.

He Thmks on Religion

Daly did T think on the all importance of religion but told no one
of it.  After spending some time with my friend at meeting, [
thought I would go up the brook and pray to my Ged. Thix I putin
execution and when came the place wher I had intended to pray, 1
had ot on a rock where three or four years before I had atempted
to cut mv foot. The reason why I wanted to cut my foot was I had
been sick for some months past and which was cansed by an Ox kick-
ing me which hurt me alover, and T was not confined to the house
nor w=s not well enough to work.

After lingering along for some months I was afraid 1 had got the
consumption, and Mr Hutchinson when T made my complaints he
would intimate as though I was able to work, keep me a drudging;
and day after day I have worked here T was not abl rather than make
my complaints, and one day I was set to mending fence up this brook,
and after mending the fence, I went into the bushes and sat down
and consulted my mind what it was best to do.  Some times I thought
I would run a way, but when impressec with these thoughts, T woul
sav to my scif what can I doif T ron away. No body will keep me
without I work. This will never do.  In this way my mind was
harased about for years, and T helieve the exercise of my mind was
harder than my work, but the last conclusion was that T would cut
my foot so as to be laid vp for a spell, and thought that might be the
means of my recruiting my health.

Thus I took my ax and went down to the rock.  This was a solum
time to think I would cut my foot to get rid of work. T said to my-
self, O Lord, may this not be laid up against me as a crime, but may
it be the means of my gaming mv health, for if I have to work as T
have done I shall have the consumption and wilt thou pardon this
crime?  Now [ placed my foot on a rock and drew up the ax and
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struck with all my might and holowed O Dear, for I thought it cut
to the bon, but come to Jook it had onlv cut just through the skin.
Then I drew an other blaw but in vain I could not cut so as to lay
me up, but I cut enough to make a show which is to be seen at this
day.

Now I necled and made my prayer but was not freed from the
load of guilt, but T usd to vesort here to pray while 1 st:id in town.
In a short time I bid them farewell and started for the west, but O
the tender which Bind my heart to those dear Children, and never no
never did T know how much I laved my my dear Aunt Jerush to-
gether with the rest of the family untill T was deprived of their So-
clety, and finily I find those young Ladis whoom T usg to delight in
their Socicty. They have chosen their partners for life and I still
holding the promise which I made when one and twenty which was
never to spend any time in courtship with ary one unlefs I expected
to bave them. Ac this time I was 23 vears of age and my promise
has never been Brokin.

He Leaves Tunbridge

Now I left Tunbridge and went down to Hartford. Here T made
a visit with my Mother and friends while My Brother had taken a
farm, and I thought T would see if I could not work a litde and so I
put on the old buret and out to work I went. Now sais T to myself
I returned, but I was not the posesor.  $20 was all T had and freely I
gave Mother and Sister $35, and parted.  When going to part my
Mother says, O James, I hate to mave you go off so far again. [ fear
I shall not sce you again.  Well, motaer I gucts I will go down the
viver 30 or 40 miles and take a school and in a short tme return.
After biding them gooby, T got into the stag and off went guile, and
I now I wenc down to Wolpole, and here 1 came acrofs a young
man who was going to the west on the businefs of teaching a gram-
mer school.  He being a very agreable young man, I made a bargain
with him to go with me, and he might teach the grammer and I the
writing.  We proposcd going to Bennington and see if we could get
2 school. Now like two Yanke boys we started on.

Our time was spent in merry songs untill we came to bennington.
Now he takes his grammer charts, and T my samples of penmanship
and dashed around the Village in great sule. We spent about 2 days
here trying to get a school but found not suficient encouragement to
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establish a school, but with gooi pluck we started on to Hoosuck.
Here we made anoth try and spent 3 davs and met with no succe{s.
This made Guild rather down hearted, but says I to my companion,
there is nothing like a clear corcience and purceverance. We will
try Lansingburgh.  Then we zot into the stage and came to Lan-
singburgh but found no encouragement. I think I could find encour-
agement for writing, but his grammer discouraged them both.  Says
I to my triend I will try once more with you, and if no encourage-
ment, 1 must part from vou.

Now we came to Waterford and whaled around the Village in
pursuit of a school, but not a scholar could we get. Then we retired
to a room 2nd made up our minds to seperate. The young mans $20
was reduced to § dollzrs and mine to $6. He had not enough to
carry him back to s fathers, and if recruiting my purse must <hortly
come te poverty. He was for starting back bat I was for something
or nothing.

He was for Something or Nothing

Here we parted, and Gu'e and I came on to Schenectaday.
get unwell, and 1
once more was a poor sorry boy. [ was taken one dayv with a trem-
bling and felt faint.  Then I thought I was agoing tc have the fever.

Agin I caled into a tavern and ladd down on the bed for a short time

While on my way it was very hot and I began to

and felt better. Then I came sn. Not able to hire a passage [ had
to travel a foot. T went into the woods and sat down Lamenting my
fate, O what would I give could I be i1 some situation where I could
enjoy soctety., My life is not sweet.  All the consolation T can find is
in hoping for the better and if this is all the better I am a going to
have to chink, it is only from bad to worse, but I will pray unto my
father that I may not forget my duty to him, that I may be benefited
by my grief and to learn to know that all worldly joy is but a short
lived dream. Now I started on and came to Schenectady.

He Meets the Dutch Again

Here I find allmost ..l of the people ware dutch. T put up at a
dutch tavern and went around amongst the inhabitants in pursuit of
scholars. I found some encouragement and in four days proposed
opening a school. The place where I boarded was to tuff for
Yankes. The first day I et nothing but boiled corn and drank milk.
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I could hLive on bread and milk but the bread was sour. Tie second
day the same. The 3 day we had a sheeps brest made into a soope.
The soop was made with notatoes cut up and dumnlins made of flower
about as thick as whit leather and chewed about the same as hard as
a brick bat.  This was worse vet. The next day we had this picked
on agan and I nlagued the woman in asking her if she had gor that
sheeps leg again.  Sheeps leg, you fool, it is a sheeps breast, but I
would not believe her and stuck 1o ir, that it was a sheeps ez, Next
day the sheeps leg was brought on again. Then I thought T certainly
could not stand it. I was sick, and I began my school and had but
few Scholars. Then when my schol was cut, I wint down in a grove
and sat down thinking. I had come to the wrong place to meet with
succefs. I felt as though T was born for hard fortune, abandoned
from all friends and fateagued with the exercise of mind which was
harder than hard Labour. T would often think of giving up my pro-
fession and what to do I did not know.

Then I returned to a tavern and sat down on z seat with a solum-
colly look, and in a few minets there was a good Yanke came along
and says, Sir, what makes you so cast down? You look like a Yanke
who has naturally good spirits.  Then T told him of the mutter.
Well, Siv, if you w:l ride with me, you may, to Utica, and I should
be glad to have vour company. I told him I had but two Dollars and
was not able ta pay him, so he said he would not tax me much if any
thing, and I settled up my bill with the dutch, and came off with him,
and left word if anv schollars came to school to go back as quick as
they came. Now I started on for Utica.

He Borrows Some Apples

After I had got into a dutch settlement where they ware blest
with good orchards, being starved in the Village, I thought 1 would
get into the orchard and furnish my pockets with apples while my
companion drove over a nole and waited for me. After I had partlv
filed my pockets, I saw an old Dutchman coming towards me with
a club in his hand, and he had got so near I thought I would not run
for he was not viry large.

After he came up he says, You dam Yank, you in my orchard.
O yes, Uncle, you have got a fine mefs of fruit here. Yes not for
you, though, clear out of my orchard or I will strike you. O no,
Uncle, you wont hurt so good a natured a fellow. You do not know
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how clever T am. No nor never want to hear nr T will Strike you in
a minuet. What do you ask a dosen, for your apples? If you had
come and asked me for them, you might had as many as you was
amind to for 6 pence a dosen. Well, Uncle, I thouzht I could get
them for nothing.  This mad the old man so mad that he up with his
club and gave me a clew. At this I caught the old man By the
cholar and droped on my back and pitchpoled the old man over my
head and in a bad situagon he found himself in an old brushheap.
Now after a little jaw, T filed my pockets with apples and wen on.

Now we came on to Utica and when T came here, I told the man
I had but one do'lar and 2 half and took it out and shoed it to him
and told him he might take as much as he was a mind for fetching
me. I told him I was poor, for I was in a strang land accompany by
no friend, and when money 15 all gone, friends are gone in this coun-
try. He looked on me with a friendly look and says I’ll take none,
go on and do the best you. can, and when you can do any body else a
good turn, do it. 'We shook hands and I went on.

Now once more I was pinched for monev. After T had waveld
abour six miles I (beinz weary) thought T would go into the grove
and Spend 2 few moments in contemplation. Now was my mind
troubled and all my misfortunes, ware brought to view. Mother
Brothers and 2!l acquaintance filed the mind with grief.  Ah un-
happy orphan, I cried did vou usd to enjoy the best of society, and did
you know how to prize it: O now never did T know how T loved
those voung friends undall T was deprived of them. But, guile, you
must think how many hours you have spent in secret wishing and
anticipating the time when vou could be set at liberty, and now the
time has come and see what it brings forth. Now let us go on and
trust to providence. On I traveled and came to Manlius.

Here T proposed opening a school and met with some encouraze-
ment 21d began my school and obtained about 135 schollars, and in a
short time I formed an acquaintance with a young Lady who scem
very much attached to me (thinks [ to myself if she knew how poor
I was she would not care for me) for all T had when I came to Man-
Jius was 235 Cents.  But T was careful not to let them know it.  This
young Lady every day T pased the house to mv school I was sure to
sec her either at the door or windows to pay me a compliment al-
though I had no peculear love for her, yet T could not treat her with
indifference.  Many a social chat we had together, but I remembered
well the promise I made mysclf when T was one and twenty which
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