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COLONEL THOMAS JOHNSON’S PAPERS

Colonel Thomas Johnson was born at Haverhill, Massa-
chusetts March 22, 1742 O. S. He came to Haverhill, N. H.
in 1762 but settled at Newbury, Vermont, on the Oxbow in
the neighborhood of Gen. Jacob Bayley. He was Captain in
the militia organized in May 1775; Captain of an independent
company which marched to Ticonderoga in 1777; and served
as aid to Gen. Lincoln in the campaign of that year. He was
placed in charge of prisoners and conducted them to New
Hampshire.

In the year previous he had been selected to blaze out a
route from Newbury to St. Johns. 'With four men he started
out March 26, 1776, in five days they reached Metcalf’s on
the Mississquot; five days later they arrived at St. Johns,
being about one hundred miles from Newbury. This route
later became the basis of the Hazen road.

The conduct of Col. Johnson during the last years of the
Revolutionary war was the subject of attack during his life-
time, and of vigorous defence on his part. He rendered good
service to the American cause in the campaign against Bur-
goyne, but during the remainder of the struggle he appears
to have devoted himself to his own affairs. He held intimate
business relations with Colonel Asa Porter of Haverhill and
other prominent tories, who appeared to have believed that
he could be won over to the support of British interests. His
capture by the British, which occurred at Peacham, February
18, 1781, was planned with the expectation that he would be
induced to transfer his allegiance.

He was treated while in Canada with a consideration
accorded to no other prisoner. After his return home in the
following October he held frequent communications with the
British authorities, but always averred that he transmitted
no information that could be used to the injury of the Ameri-
can cause. He played a double game and sometimes put
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of them and they ware to go with flags on their guns Hall
agread to join them and asist them all that Lay In his Power
Weeks Says that you might wate on Col° Taplin for further
Instrucons Hall wated on Taplin requested of him what he
Should Do for he was afeard that we Should Bee all Cut of
Taplin Replies by god If you will Bee Ruled By me we will
Do well a nuf and that we must Send to Canady

[Page 5]

for Pretection and that a meadely for he was a feard that
they ware two late now But I want to See Col°® Porter Be-
fore I do anything But By god I Darst not Bee Seen with
him Taplin Repling again that he wanted to See Wilard
Stephens Hall Replied that he mite See him aney time
Taplin Desires that he wold go and Call him to his house

Calling on Taplin again Requsting how he made out
with Stephens T anserd well a nuf But they cold not do aney
thing til they had Sent Down the River and that they
Should have word by Sol Stephens and that In Eight Days
Taplin Desires that I wold com By 2 or 8 times a Day and
that he wold Bee walking out So that he mite Speak with
him offen H wating on Taplin T [Taplin, and so again]
Says that he had Seen Porter and that they cold not Do
aney thing til they had a Return up the River T says that
we wold Do well a nuf yet By god we will one [win] all Coos
yet
[Page 6]

August 2 1776 This Day wated on Col°® Porter He in-
forms me that he Hath Been Down the River and that he
hath Seen Loyer [lawyer Timothy (?) Olcott] Olcot and that
he Likes the Plan well and that he will asist as far as he Can
Porter Says that Indians are Seen Down the River frecuntly
But they hath Been Seen In Reality for their hath Been one
Regurly ofiser and one Indian from Canady to Clamount
[Claremont] for to See Mr Casit They wated 2 or 3 Days Be-
fore they Darst Venter In But Vary Luckly Came in to one
of our frends’ house and their Stayed til they had Don their
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Steward is Likely and send to me the first opertunity: as I
have Desired this to be forward to you Pleas to Pay the
Charges Theas from your trew and Sincear frind and
Husband

Tros JouNsonN

[On the back of this letter the following was endorsed.]
To Mrs. Johnson
Should you want to send money or any article to Col®
Johnson you may doubtless have an opportunity by a Flag
from Castleton by the fiftéenth of July next
[signed] I ALLEN

[On the same sheet with the above letter is the following
one.] for Mr. [William] Wallace [May 1781.]

Sir I have this Day Received Liberty from the Com-
mandant of this Post for 2 men to Come to the Lake with
Sum money or a bil on sum one in glasgow which you can the
easest get for me I should be glad they might bee men of
Caricter they must come to the shiping which likely will be
near Crown Point [put] up a flag when they Come near the
Lack and if they have Not a boat to go on bord of the ship-
ping they must make Signal with their flag and they will bee
Carrid on bord with Such things as I have sent for they Need
Not be a feard they will be well treated if well behaved as I
want much to hear from home the Sooner you answer my Re-
quest the more you will oblige your frind an humbel Servent

N B Pleas send my wach & Stockbuskel

Traos JoHNSON
[Addressed]
The wife of Col® Thomas Johnson
Newbury Coos
To the care of Col° Allen
and Col° Hunt
[Ira Allen and probably Col Jonathan Hunt, sheriff of Wind-
ham County]
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and in my familie and to make your Sister as Comfortabel
as Posabel but think that I have no need to menshon thoes
things as 1 am sure that you will Do all in your Power my
Best Regards to Mrs Carlton all friends and Nabours

Hears from your Sincear frind and
Humbel Sernt

Tro® JoENsON
[Address}

To The Wife of Thomas Johnson
Newbury Coos

[Draft of a letter to Capt. A. Pritchard®* on the same
sheet with a letter to Gen. St. Leger{ beginning “ I do myself
the honor,” written in 1782 and forwarded at the same time
to Canada, in handwriting of Col. Johnson. ]

Dear Sir

I received yours with the greatest pleasure and the
greatest safety.

I trust that you deliver the enclosed and Papers with the
greatest safety and expedition in your power I think the
present way of conveyance to be safe to all friends

To Captain Prichard

*Captain Azariash Pritchard was a Connecticut tory; visited Canada
where it was indicated to him it would be to his advantage to seize some
prominent man in the Connecticut valley and bring him as a prisoner to
Canada. With a party he secured Col. Thomas Johnson at Peacham in
March 1781. Again he tried to capture Gen. Jacob Bayley June 15, 1782,
but Bayley being warned of ‘danger in season escaped. Pritchard was a
selfish unprincipled man and cared only for himself —Note by the Editor

tCol Barry St. Leger was a British Col. who co-operated with Burgoyne
in his campaign in 1777 by making an attack on Fort Stanwix; in 1781 he
led a force as far as Ticonderoga to aid the British Commissioners in their
conference with the Vermont leaders but retreated on learning of the sur-
render of Cornwallis; after the war he was a commandant of the royal forces
in Canada.
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serve to lull the country. Should it be otherwise I shall en-
deavor to give you the earliest notice.

I think the present way of conveyance to be very safe.

We have had late accounts of the French. When they
left the Chesapeake that they sailed right for St. Eustatia
and took it on Surprise, with little or no resistance, as well
as Martinico. The French made a Present of St. Eustatia
right to the Dutch as soon as they had taken it.

My earnest request is that Mr. [Jacob] Page may return
home as soon and in that way that your wisdom may direct.

To Brigadier General St. Leger

[Draft of a letter supposed to have been written in early
part of 1782, and may have been addressed to Washington.]
Sir:

With the greatest impatience I have been waiting these
some months for an exchange, but finding the Plans of the
last year which were frustrated wholly for want of Provision
carrying so fast into execution this year and finding my
country running led and driven so far and so fast into the
British Plan which must inevitably bring destruction on this
part of the country that I find myself under the greatest
necessity of breaking over the common rules of Honour in
giving your Excellency the enclosed accounts while a Prisoner
and on my Parole I can but hope that by this time I may
have an Exchange procured for me But let my Exchange
be as it may it appears to me to be of the greatest necessity
of keeping my information as a secret at least for the present,
should my information and and my conduct meet with your
Excellency’s favour it is my desire that 1 might have some
directions how I may conduct for the Future—And as my
life, my all, and the destruction of some part of this country
so much depends on your protection and favour I can but
hope that you will turn your thoughts a moments on our
situation
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Vermont. A large number of light batteaux built on a new
construction large Birch Canoes that would carry 12 and 16
men each The neatest sett of small Trucks with 4 wheels so
that 6 men would take up one Batt and set it on the trucks &
their Baggage and would run over into Lake George in less
than an hour Numerous circumstances must be omitted
for the want of room Doct Smith that was in Albany Jail
gave or sent Gen. Haldiman Expresses containing the situa-
tions of the Country which the Governor of Vermont or the
Allens did risk and conveyed into Canada and then he was a
Commissioner to treat with the Vermont Commissioners
The British Prisoners that were exchanged by Vermont told
me in Canada that they were sent to from Bennington as
far as Rutland in the Bay Province that if they would make
their escape to Bennington that they should [be] sent right
into Canada

Well may the Britons laugh when they see how the
Rebels are imposed on by our Savages Last Summer there
was two Indians with one Sergeant Smith down to Phila or
pear there Smith was in disguise He got the doings of Con-
gress & the whole account of affairs the Southward Gen!
Haldiman was so well pleased with his conduct & intelligence
that he gave him an Adjutant’s Commission and some pre-
sents We see how the Rebels neglect their own Prisoners
rather than pay a small matter for their clothing &c they will
let them suffer and die in Jail but the Gen! hath taken meas-
ures to pay them for their neglect, for he hath put them on to
small Islands to keep them from running away and small
guards will do for them and deprive them of all neces-
saries but their Rations The Gen! takes every measure to
tempt them to ask for a exchange their Prisoners as he want
the provisions for his own men

I think there is one door open for the Rebels now if they
had skill enough to improve it but as [1?7] know how they do
neglect those opportunities it gives me but little concern 1
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to be distressed and destroyed as fast as possible. And more
expeditions to accomplished this design Doctor [George]
Smith* with Capt. [Justus] Sherwood} were appointed to
act as Commissioners or as Trustees, to carry on all Secrets
on this River and on Otter Creek, and Captain Prichard to
prosecute them

Capt. Prichard said he must take Sylvester with him for
they had a Spy at Albany when Kentfield was executed with
one other and that Kentfield swore against Sylvester before
he was executed and that one Van dyke had given evidence
against him, so that it could be but a few days before we
would be taken up.

And Further saith that Governor Chittenden has sent
an Express to Governor Haldiman that he had received an
account from Newbury, Coos, that they had a Town Meet-
ing there on account of going off to New Hamp, [Hampshire]
and that General Bayley had got all that Town but three or
four, and that 1 was one and that Colonel Robert Johnston
was another. Governor Chittenden earnestly requested
and desired that General Haldiman would send immediately
and take General Bayley off from this part as he kept all the
part in confusion, and that he could not carry out his plans
any longer unless he would move him off

Prichard by repeatedly requested me to give my advice
how and what time they should strike, which I absolutely
refused but Sylvester insisted on it that they should strike at
dusk before the Guard should be set, as they imagined they

*Doctor George Smith, or Smyth was one of the British Commissioners
to treat with the Vermont officials to secure their allegiance to the British
Crown:—Note by the Editor.

{Justus Sherwood was another of the British Commissioners, he was one
of the first settlers of New Haven, Vt. and one of the party that rescued
Remember Baker from the New York raiders. He became an outspoken
loyalist§ and retired to Canada; was a Captain in Burgoyne’s army. He
was sent as a spy, ostensibly to arrange a cartel for the exchange of prisoners,
but actually to secure if possible the allegiance of Ethan Allen to the British
cause and the return of Vermont to the British fold. He remained a British
subject all his life and settled in Kings County, N. B. See H. S. Wardners’
article in the Vermonter, v. 28, Nos. 5-6, Oct. 1924.—Note by the Editor.
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that he would excepting in defence of bis or their lives.

Capt Prichard told me that there was a Party gone
down the Grants at this time. I understood him that they
would be on their business: that was to take or destroy all
that opposed Verm®. I understood him that was by Gover-
nor Chittenden’s desire

THOs JoHNSON

{In band writing of Thomas Johnson, supposed to be
addressed to Capt. Azariah Prichard a few days after the
raid on the house of General Jacob Bayley June 18, 1782.]

I would inform you that things seem to be much in a
turmult here since there was some that run from these to my
house and Mr. Carleton’s There was about five or six men
with arms I had hard work to keep them from [illegible] of
on you, and all the way I could stop them was to tell them
they must fire alarms So I stopped them till you had got
off or I think you would [have] had to left some in the Bow
[the Oxbow meadow.]

I hear since that the old—Stopped in the Bow after he
had done work for he mistrusted, as he had seen Col° Taplin
go to my house on Friday—2d On Saturday morning Levi
{Sylvester| was seen at my house 3d About one hour or two
before you struck he received a letter from Saratoga from a
Col° with the account of Levi’s being a Spy, and ordering
him to be taken So that he thought best to take care of him-
self till Levi should be taken up which would have been
done, that night had he not been gone. I understand that
he says that he knew that they would be after him on Satur-
day or Sunday night to his satisfaction and that he meant
to be one side.

On Sunday morning they sent and took Esq® Chamber-
lain and his son up and sent them over to Haverhill on Mon-
day I understand they had a Court of Inquiry on them

On Tuesday morning I had a Guard to wait on me out of
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not the least thought of their being gone. Was much sur-
prised when I found they were gone, and with a Report that
seems will be much to my damage and very unjustly. You
must certainly know had I a mind to have played the mis-
chief with you that it was my power to have taken you and
your whole party, as I knew it in the morning. You may
rely on it that all that came from me was by Silvester being
at my house, in the morning and my being out in the Woods
in the afternoon—and just before night he [Gen. Jacob
Bailey] received Shem Kentfield’s Evidence, which gave him
suspicion that it was best for him to keep out of the way till
Sylvester was secured.

Had they have known that you were coming I am sure you
could not have found them without their arms. There was
as many in the House as you had with you, and they had
arms in the House loaded as 1 have been told by some of the
Party since—That they left there in the morning and went
there to Guard in the night The Old Fellow [Gen. Bailey] is
took down Country again

I feel some concern about Esq® Chamberlain that he hath
given some account but it is only fears

[Parol?i inclosed in letter of Johnson to Washington dated
Exeter July 20th 1782.]

I Lieutenant Colonel Johnson now at St Johns, do
hereby pledge my faith and word of honour to his Excellency
General Haldiman whose permission I have obtained to go
home, that I shall not do or say anything contrary to his
Majesty’s interest or his Government and that whenever re-
quired so to do, I shall repair to whatever place his Ex-
cellency, or any others his Majesty’s Commander in Chief
in America shall judge expedient to order me until I shall be
loyally exchanged with such other person as shall be agreed
upon sent in my place

Given under my hand at St. Johns this 5t® October 1781










