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Mount Mansfield, and they also improved the Long Trail to the
benefit of thousands of hikers.®* In neighboring communities they
raised funds for hospitals and other organizations.

Along with help for local institutions, the federally funded C.C.C.
camps represented an economic stimulus to the communities.
Construction projects provided work for local carpenters, masons and
other skilled workers. When barracks replaced temporary tents in the
fall of 1933, the C.C.C. placed an order for fifty million feet of lumber
for C.C.C. camps in New England, “‘the largest order ever placed by
the Army in the region as of that time.”’¢?

Despite the coverage in camp publicatdons, yearbooks and the
newspapers, there was little indication of the treatment of the C.C.C.’s
Black enrollees or the way Vermont, with a miniscule Black
population, responded. For the most part, the program integrated
Blacks with the predominantly white companies in Vermont. The
few Blacks in the 1135th Company of Underhill were treated just like
any other white guy — no different.”’6® There were entirely Black
units which worked on flood control projects on the Winooski River.
The Army’s Sixth CCC District “Yearbook” presented a stereotyped
picture of one of these units, the 1351st Company from Virginia.
“Humor, spontaneous and unaifected, is always the dominant trait of
the Negro,” according to an account, written in 1937. Sunny
Winston, of the 1105th Colored Detachment and one of the 1351st
pioneers, related the following conversation which took place as his
company entrained from Ft. Devens, Massachusetts on the first of
July, 1933.

“ ‘Where do we go from here?’ asked one of the colored vets.
‘To East Barre, Vermont,” came the reply.

‘How far is that from the German line?’ persisted the vet.

‘The war is over,’ said the Captain.

‘I'm glad of that,’ ”” said the colored man, as he climbed aboard.”
On the following morning the train arrived at the railroad station in
Barre “while the natives stood around with wide eyes and open
mouths, amazed at the unexpected sight before them. Three hundred
colored veterans stepped from the train, lined up at attention before
their commanding officer . . . . Most of the children had never seen a
colored man before.”%

Despite the generally favorable impression of the C.C.C. held by
Aiken and others, opposition to a “permanent’” C.C.C. developed in
Vermont in 1937, about the same time that it developed in other rural
Republican states. Congressman Plumley supported a temporary
C.C.C. but emphatically opposed efforts to make the program
permanent. The Burlington Free Press supported him, but took
exception to his criticism of the corps and labeled the program both
popular and justifiable.” To men like Walter Godfrey, Charles Lord
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