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THE ST. ALBANS RAID-A 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

By RoBIN W. WINKS 

T HE St. Albans Raid, so well known to every Vermonter, is also 
probably the least understood event in Vermont history. The 

raid has been dealt with in an unfortunate manner and, even in stand
ard scholarly works, appears to be only a somewhat sensational and 
highly colorful episode in the Civil War. Because the sensational as
pects of the raid have been emphasized, subsequent scholars have failed 
to place the raid in its proper perspective or to study its aftermath. 
Everyone knows what happened to sleepy little St. Albans on that Oc
tober afternoon; no one seems to have cared what happened to Canada, 
Great Britain, or the United States as a result of that colorful episode 
Actually, the raid was an important factor in a "cold war" along the 
Canadian frontier which had many of the earmarks of the twentieth 
century. 

The St. Albans raid has not received its due from historians. Al
though it was an event of considerable ii:nportance, it is mentioned in 
only one standard survey of Anglo-American relations: H. C. Allen, 
Great Britain and the United States (New York, 195 5). The standard 
surveys of Canadian-American relations deal with the raid in summary 
form: John B. Brebner, North Atlantic Triangle (New Haven, 1945); 
James M. Callahan, American Foreign Policy in Canadian Relations 
(New York, 1937); G. P. de T. Glazebrook, History of Canadian Ex
ternal Relations (London, 1950); Thomas Hodgins, British and Ameri
can- Diplomacy Affecting Canada (Toronto, 1900); Bruce Hutchison, 
The Struggle for the Border (New York, 1955); Hugh L. Keenleyside, 
Canada and the United States (revised edition, New York, 1952); and 
E. W. Mcinnis, Unguarded Frontier (New York, 1942). Thomas A. 
Bailey mentions the raid once in his standard text, A Diplomatic His
tory of the American People (New York, 1950). James Ford Rhodes 
discusses the raid in volume five of his History of the United States 
from the Compromise of 1850 (7 volumes, New York, 1893-1906), but 
many standard histories of the period omit it entirely. Most amazing 
is the total absence of any word concerning the raid in the two stand
ard works on Anglo-American relations during the Civil War: E. D. 



Adams, Great Britain and the American Civil War (2 volumes, London, 
19 2 5), and Donaldson Jordan and Edwin J. Pratt, Europe and the 
American Civil War (Boston, 1931) . A more recent study, Jay Mona
ghan, Diplomat in Carpet Slippers (Indianapolis, 1945), mentions the 
raid in connection with Lincoln's diplomacy but fails to relate it to 
other events in Canadian relations. The two standard works on Ca
adian-American relations during the war, Helen G. Macdonald, Ca
nadian Public Opinion on the American Civil War (New York, 1926) , 
and Lester B. Shippee, Canadian -American Relations, 1849-1874 (New 
Haven, 1939), skip over the raid as though it would be unscholarly 
to see any importance in an event so obviously a "stunt." Even the 
standard biographies either omit the raid altogether, as in Benjamin P. 
Thomas, Abraham Lincoln (New York, 1954), and, most surprisingly, 
Frederick Bancroft, Life of William H. Seward (2 volumes, New York, 
1900), or mention it only in passing: J. G. Randall and Richard N. 
Current, Lincoln the President: Last Full Measure (New York, 1955), 
or D. G. Creighton, John A. Macdonald: The Young Politician (Boston, 
1953). Two of the scholarly monographs on the Civil War, best left 
unnamed, contain references to articles which the writers apparently 
felt it unnecessary to check, showing that they felt original research 
into the raid would be a waste of time. Neither article had anything 
whatsoever to do with the raid, one being an account of an Anglican 
church service for surveying parties and the other an article in True 
Detective Mysteries concerning Lincoln's assassination. Although Hol
lywood has, quite properly, recognized the dramatic qualities of the 
raid in a motion picture (The Raid, Twentieth-Century-Fox), scholars 
have ignored the scholarly. In the past a single effort on the scholarly 
level to deal with the raid in toto (Howard W. Crocker, "The St. 
Albans Raid," an unpublished M. A. thesis, Queen's University, 
1938) suffered from a lack of manuscript sources and from the usual 
Master's essay approach. 

Today the situation is being corrected. Professor Oscar Kinchen 
of Texas Technological College is engaged in writing a study of the 
affair with particular concentration on the neglected trials following 
the raid, and it is understood that a non-professional writer in Ottawa 
has nearly completed a general account. The present writer has nearly 
finished a study of the raid's larger importance in terms of diplomatic 
and military affairs and will also be able, through the uncovering of a 
new series of letters and the use of a large range of manuscripts, to 

recount for the first time in English the efforts of the raiders to escape 
from Canada and return to the South. This will be part of a broad 
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study of Canadian-American relations during the Civil War. An his
torical novel based on the raid is also nearing completion. It is to be 
hoped that the writer's general study and Professor Kinchen's more 
detailed account will replace the sensationalized and frequently errone
ous accounts of the raid. 

The Vermont Historical Society prepared a Reference List (No. 
7, Montpelier, n.d.) on the raid. However, it contains only twelve 
references. The following is offered as a nearly complete bibliography 
of ninety-three items on the raid for subsequent writers and local his
torians. It omits general histories of Canada, the United States, Que
bec, Vermont, or the Civil War which mention the raid in passing. 
Finally, it omits the general works on the Alabama claims, although 
the raid became involved in the claims arbitration, because all such 
works concentrate exclusively on the activities of the Alabama. Items 
in the preceding paragraphs are not included. 

Aldredge, James, "The St. Albans Raid," Louisville Courier-Journal Sunday 
Magazine, vol. 173, no . 96, April 6, 1941, 1. 

Ashley, Robert, Rebel Raiders: A Story of the Saint Albans Raiders . Phila
delphia, 1956. A juvenile book. 

Benjamin, L. N., comp., The St. Albans Raid; or, Investigation into the Charges 
against Lieut. Bennett H. Young and Command, for their Acts at St. Albans, 
Vt., on the 19th October, 1864. Being a Complete and Authentic Report of all 
the Proceedings on the Demand of the United States for their Extradition under 
the Ashburton Treaty. Before Judge Coursol, J.P., and the Hon. M. Justin Smith, 
Montreal, 1865. 

Bibaud, Max, L'affaire St. Albans. N. p., n. d. 
Bivins, J- F. "Life and Character of Jacob Thompson," History Society of 

Trinity College, Annual Pub. of Hist. Papers, II, 1898. 
Branch, John, comp. St. Albans Raid, St. Albans, Vermont, October 19, 1864, 

St.Albans, 1935. 
Brooks, George G. "The Problem of Defence in Canadian Policy, 1860-65," 

Unpublished thesis (Toronto, 1936) . 
Canada, Journals of the Legislative Council of the Province of Canada, Vols. 

XXIV, XXV, Quebec, 1864-1865 . 
Callahan, James M., The Neutrality of the American Lakes and Anglo-American 

Relations. Johns Hopkins University Studies in Historical and Political 
Science, XVI, 1-4, Jan.- Ap. 1898, Baltimore. 

- --, "The Northern Lake Frontier during the Civil War," American His
torical Association, Annual Report, 1896, V (1897), 335- 359. 

- --, "The Alaska Purchase and Americo-Canadian Relations," West 
Virginia University Studies in American History, I (March, 1908), 19-44. 

Cameron, Edward R., Memoirs of Ralph Vansittart, Toronto, 1924. 
Careless, James M. S., "George Brown and the Toronto Globe, 1850-1867 ." 

Unpublished dissertation, (Harvard, 2 volumes, 1950). 
Casgrain, L'abbe, H. -R., "David Tetu et !es Raiders de Saint-Alban: Episode 



de la Guerre Americaine, 1864-65," L'Opinion publique, XIII ( 5 Oct . 
188 2) , 472-473; (12 Oct.), 484-485; ( 19 Oct.), 494, 496; (26 Oct.), 508-
509; (2 Nov.), 519-521; (9 Nov.), 530, 532; ( 16 Nov.), 544; (2 3 Nov.), 
55 6-5 57 ; ( 30 Nov.) , 566, 568; (7 Dec.), 580-58 1; ( 14 Dec.) , 590, 592; 
(2 1 Dec.), 602-604 . Important. 

"Les Causes Celebres: Le Raid de Saint-Alban," Montreal La Patrie, Jan. 12, 
1924. 

Choquette, C. P., Histoire de la Ville de Saint-Hyacinthe. St.-Hyacinthe, 1930. 
Claiborne, ]. F. H., Mississippi as a Prov ince, Territory, and State, Jackson, 

1880. 
Clay-Clopton, Virginia. A Belle of the Fifties, New York, 1905. 
Cloutier, Alfred, "L' abbe Casgrain, " Montreal Soleil, mars, 1894. 
Collard, Edgar A., "American's Montreal," Vermont History, XXIII (Oct. 

1955), 296-302. 
Collins, Edward Day, A History of Vermont . Boston, 190). Contains three of 

the Frank Leslie pictures. 
Confederate States, Journal of the Congress of the Confederate States, Vol. IV . 
--, Message and Papers of the Confederacy, Vol. II. 
Cordner, John, The American Conflict . . .. , Montreal, ·1865 . See pp. 37-44. 
Curtis, Gates, ed., Our Country and Its PeOfile: A Memorial Record of St. 

Law rence County, New York. Syracuse, 1894. See pp. 200-20). 
Dansereau, A., et. al., Georges-Etienne Cartier, 1814-1873. Montreal, 1914. 
David Tetu et Les Raiders de Saint-Alban: Episode de la Guerre Amhicaine, 1864-

1865. Quebec, 1891. Important. In Canadian National Archives, pamphlet 
#1657. 

DeCelles, A.O., Cartier et son temps, Montreal, 1907. 
---, "Une evasion dramarique," Montreal Soleil, Dec. rn, 1910. 
Devlin, Bernard, St. Albans Raid. Montreal, 186 5. 
Dutcher, L.L., The History of St. Albans, Vermont, Civil, Religious, Biograph

ical, and Statistical ... . , St. Albans, 1872, A. M. Hemenway, ed. 
Extradition Proceedings against 'Lt. Bennett H. Young and Command,' Toronto , 

1864, Toronto, n.d. 
Fitzpatrick, Sir Charles, and Sir Edmund Walker. Addresses delivered before 

the Lawyers Club of New York on the Subject of the Centennial of the Rush
Bagot Agreement of 1817. New York, 1917. 

Franklin County Bank. St. Albttns Raid, October 19, 1864, St. Albans, n.d, 
Gale, George, Quebec, 'Twixt old ttnd new, Quebec, 1915 . 
Garand, Philias S., The History of the City of Ogdensburg, Ogdensburg, 19 2 7. 
"General Young," Montreal Gautte, July 29, 191 1. 
Gould, Ernest, "The United States and Canadian Confederation." Unpub-

lished thesis (Toronto, 1934) . 
Gray, Clayton, The Montreal Story, Montreal, 1949. Many errors. 
Guild, Flora, "St. Albans Raid," Vermonter, XXXIV (April, 1929), 63. 
Hard, Walter and Margaret, This is Vermont, Brattleboro, 1936. 
Headley, John W., Confederate Operations in Canada ttnd New York, New York, 

1906. 
Heaton, John L., The Story of Vermont, Boston, 1889 . 
Hill, Howard F ., "The St. Albans Raid," Vermonter, V (Sept. 1899), 3 s. 
Hill, Ralph N ., Contrary Country: A Chronicle of Vermont, New York, 1950. 



Hines, Thomas H., (and J. B. Castleman], "The Northwest Conspiracy," 
Southern Bivouac, II (Jan. 1887), 500-51 0; (Feb.) 567-574; (April) 699-
704. 

Holmes, John \V ., "Border Relations between Canada and the United States 
during the American Civil War." Unpublished thesis (Toronto, 1934). 

Horan, James D., Confederate Agent: A Disco·very in History. New York, 1954. 
Lamothe, Guillaume, "Autobiographical Sketch, " Unpublished MS in Cana

dian National Archives. 
Lanctot, A. Mederic B., L'Affaire St. Albans. N.p., n.d . 
Landon, Fred, "The American Civil War and Canadian Confederation," Royal 

Society of Canada, Proceedings and Trcmsactions, ,rd ser., XXI, sect. z. 5 5-6z. 
Lavergne, Charles E., Georges-Etimne Cartier: Homme d'Etat Canadien, 1814-

1873. Montreal, 1914. 
Lichterman, Martin, "John Adams Dix: 1798-1897." Unpublished disser

tation, (Columbia, 19 5 2), abstracted in Diss. Abs., XII ( 19 5 2), 7 3 7. 
Lonn, Ella, Desertion during the Civil War, New York, 1928. 
Mayhew, Lewis B. "The Clay-Thompson Mission into Canada." Unpub

lished thesis (Illinois, 1946) . 
Monck, Lady Francis, My Canadian Leaves: An Account of a Visit to Canada 

in 1864-186). London, 1891. 
Montreal City Council, The St. Albans Raid. Investigation . .. into the charges 

per/erred by Councillor B. Devlin against Guillaume Lamothe .. . ,Montreal 
1864. 

Muir, Major R. C., "A Cause Celebre," Brant Historical Society, Papm and 
Records, 1930, 9-19. · 

Newton, Lord, Lord Lyons. Vol. 1, London, 1913. 
Oldham, Dorothy Z., "Life of Jacob Thompson," Unpublished thesis (Mis

sissippi, 1930). 
"Raid on St. Albans, Vt., by Rebels from Canada, on the 19th of October," 

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, XIX, (Nov. 12, 1864), 120-12 1. These 
highly imaginary pictures have been reprinted in many of the articles and 
books on the raid. 

Renfrew, Andrew W. "Copperhead and Confederate Conspiracies on the 
Detroit-Canadian Border," Unpublished thesis (Wayne, 1952). 

Rhodes, James Ford, History of the Civil War, 1861-1865, New York, 1919. 
Riddell, \IV. R., The United States and Canada. Syracuse, 1911. 
"St. Albans Bank Raids," St. Albans Messenger, October 11-13, 1864. 
"St. Albans Raid," Niagara Times, Jan. 1, 1910. 
Saint Maurice, F. de, De Tribord a Bibord, Montreal, 1877. 
Sass, Herbert R., "Affair at St. Albans," Saturday Evening Post, March 28, 

1948, 3 6-3 7, 68-72. This is the best known popular version on which the 
motion picture was based. It contains several errors. 

"Scenes in the Raid on St. Albans, Oct. 19, 1864," Vennonter, X (Nov. 1904), 
127. Reprints the Frank Leslie pictures in the magazine [for the third time]. 

Seaver, Frederick J. Historical Sketches of Franklin County and its Several TO'U.!fls 
... , Albany, 1918. 

Seward, F. vV. , Seward at Washington. Vol. 2, New York, 1891. 
Scammell, E. H., "The Rush-Bagot Agreement of 1817," Ontario Historical 

Society, Papers cmd Records, XIII (1915), 58-66. Many errors. 
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Smith, Mrs. Ann Eliza Brainerd Q. Gregory), "An Incident of the Civil 
War," Vermonter, IV Qan. 1899), 101-104; (Feb.) , 109-110. 

Smith, Goldwin, "The Death of President Lincoln," Magazine of History, 
with Notes and Queries, XLVII (1933), extra number 185, 5-14. 

Smith, Judge James, "Regina vs. Bennet H. Young et. al., " Lowrr Canada 
Jurist: Collection de Decisions du Bas-Canada, IX (1866), 29-52. 

Sowles, E. A., " History of the St. Albans Raid," Vermont Historical Society, 
Proceedings, Ill (1876) , 7-48. Reprinted, St. Albans, 1876. 

Stacey, C. P., Canada and the British Army, 1846-1871, New York, 1936. Still 
the best study of Canadian-American relations during the Civil War. 

Suite, Benjamin, Sir Georges-Etienne Cartier, Montreal, 1919. 
Tetu, Henri, " David Tetu et Jes Raiders de St. -Alban," Bulletin Recherches 

de J-/istorique, XVII (Aout 1911), 225-233. 
---, Histoire des Families Tetu, B011e1Jant, Dionnes et Perrault. Quebec, 1898. 
Thompson, Jacob. Letters of Jacob Thompson. N.p., n.d. Single printed sheer, 

L.C. 
Tracy, Frank B., The Tercentenary History of Canada, from Champlain to 

Laurier. 3 vols., Toronto, 1908. 
Trotter, Reginald G., "Canadian-American Relations after the 18 5o's as the 

Background of Present Attitudes," in Conference on Canadian-American Af
fairs Held at the St. Lawrence University, Cantun, New York, June 17-22, 193 5. 
New York, 1936. 

---, Canadian Federation: Its Origins and Achie·vnnmts. A Study in Nation 
Building, Toronto, 1924. 

Turcotte, L. P., L'honorable Sir G. E. Cartier, Quebec, 1873 . 
U.S. Department of State. Foreign Relatirms. Washington, 1865-66. 
Waite, Peter B., " Ideas and Politics in British North America, 1864-1866: A 

Study of Opinion on the Subject of Federal Government." Unpublished 
dissertation, (Toronto, 1954). Abstract printed separately. 

Walsh, James T., comp., Story of the St. Albans Raid. St. Albans, 19 39. 
Warner, Donald F., "The Movement for the Annexation of Canada to the 

United States, 1849-1893," unpublished dissertation, (Yale, 1940). 
War of the Rebellion. Series I, vol. 43, part 2; Series II, vol. 8; Series 4, Vol. 

3. 
Weir, William. Sixty Years in Canada. Montreal, 1903. 
\ iVilson, Charles M. "The St. Albans Raid." Manuscript accepted for pub

lication in a forthcoming issue of American Heritage. 
\iVinks, Robin \V. "Maple Leaf and Eagle: Canadian-American Relations 

during the American Civil War." Unpublished dissertation, (Johns Hopkins, 
1957.) 

It might also be noted that the raid was the subject of a fictionalized treat
ment on Kraft Theatre via television in September, 195 7. The tide: "Octo
ber 19, 1864." 
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THE ST; ALBANS RAID-A 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

By ROBIN W. WINKS 

I N THE January, 1958, issue of Vermortt History (XXVI, 46-51), ap
peared a bibliography of l l 5 items pertaining to the St. Albans Raid 

of October 19, 1861, compiled by the present writer. Since that time 
twenty-four additional references have been brought to his attention. 
The following is a list of those references. Four of the references were 
furnished by Mr. Glenn B. Skillin, a student at the University of 
Vermont; one each was furnished by Mr. Charles Morrow Wilson 
of Putney, Vermont; Mr. W. A . Ross of St. Albans; and Professor 
Oscar Kinchen of Lubbock, Texas. The rest were ferreted out by the 
writer. A full account of the raid appears in his forthcoming book, 
to be published in 1959, Maple Leaf and Eagle: Canadian-American 
Relatiorts during the Civil War. 

Adams, J. T., and R. V. Coleman, eds ., Dictionary of American History (6 vols., 
New York, 1940), V, 5-6. 

Allen, Richard S., Covered Bridges of the Northeast, Brattleboro, 19 57 . 
Andrews, Roland F., "How 'Unpreparedness' Undid St. Albans: A Forgotten 

Chapter of Civil War History that has its Timely Lesson for the Nation 
To-Day," Outlook, CXIV (Nov., 1916), 673-684. 

Bellefeuille, E. Lef. de, "L'incursion de St. Albans," Revue Canadienne, II 
(June, 1865), 361-375. 

Borthwick, John D., History of the Montreal Prison . Monrreal, 1886. 
Charlesworth, Hector, The Canadian Scene: Sketches, Political and Historical 

(Toronto, 1927). 
Corey, Albert B., Canadian-American Relations along the Detroit River. Detroit, 

1957· 
Creighton, Donald G ., "Conservatism and National Unity," in Ralph Flenley, 

ed., Essays in Canadian History (Toronto, 1939), pp. 154-177. 
Crockett, Walter H., Vermont: The Green Mountain State (4 vols., New York, 

1921), III, 591-613 . 
Dix, Morgan, Memoirs of John Adams Dix (2 vols., New York, 188 3). 
Harris, T. M. Assassination of Lincoln: A History of the Great Conspiracy 

(Boston, 189 2). 
Lake Champlain Association, Yearbook, 1923-24 (Burlington, 1924), 14- 28. 
Landon, Fred, "The American Civil War and Canadian Confederation," 

Canadian School Board Journal, VI (Feb., 1927), 14, 16. 
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Masters, D. C., The Reciprocity Treaty of 1854, London, 193 7. 
Oldroyd, Osborn H., The Assassination of Abraham Lincoln, (vVashington, 

1901). 
Pope, Joseph, The Day of Sir John A. Macdonald (Toronto, 191 5). 
Putnam, Herbert E. "The Relations of the United States with the British 

North American Provinces, 1861-1865," Unpublished thesis (Minnesota, 
1927). 

Slocum, Harold W., The Story of Vermont. New York, 1926. 
Smith, Joe Patterson. "A United States of North America-Shadow or Sub

stance? 181 5-1915 ." Canadian Historical Review, XXV (June, 1945) , 
109-118. 

Taylor, James P., The Cardinal Facts of Canadian History (Toronto, 1899). 
Tuttle, Mrs. George F., ed., Three Centuries in Champlain Valley (Plattsburgh, 

1909). 
Vermont, Adjutant and Inspector General, Report ... frorn Oct. 1, 1864, to 

Oct. l, 1865. Montpelier, 1865. 
vVinks, Robin W . "The Creation of a Myth: 'Canadian' Enlistments in the 

Northern Armies during the American Civil War." Canadian Historical 
Review, XXXIX (March, 1958), 24-40. 

Young, Bennett H., "Secret History of the St. Albans Raid." Vermonter, VI 
(Jan., 1902), 22-27. 


