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STORIES
Proctor, Vermont, is the home of the Vermont

Marble Company, and for more than a century im
migrants have traveled to Proctor to join the
marbleworks and make a new home by the shores of
Otter Creek. Families from Italy, Hungary, Poland,
France, Russia, Finland, and other lands settled in
the community and helped it grow.

The Proctor Free Library was founded in 1881, and
part of its purpose was to serve the needs of these new
Proctor citizens. Adults and children who had grown
up overseas were accustomed to reading books in the
languages of their homelands. But where in Proctor
were there books for them to read in the languages
they knew best?

Someone who understood what was needed was
Emily Dutton Proctor. She was the daughter of Red
field Proctor, the founder of the Vermont Marble
Company and later U.S. Senator from Vermont.
Emily Proctor was born in 1869 and grew up to
become a generous donor of funds to help the sick
and the poor. She opened a community center called
Cavendish House where foreigners studied English,
and young people learned cooking, sewing, French,
and physical education, and got hot lunches if they
needed them.
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When Emily Proctor realized that the marble
workers and their families missed the languages and
culture of their homelands, she acquired for the library
a large collection of foreign-language books for adult
readers and a wonderful set of picture books for
children. The picture books, which date from the
1920s, are full of fanciful illustrations.

Today Barbara Burns is the director of the Proctor
Library. She treasures the books that Emily Proctor
gathered for her friends and neighbors and proudly
shows them to visitors. If you visit the Proctor Free
Library, ask to see these lovely books, which helped
a generation of young Vermonters to keep alive their
foreign heritage while growing up in the beauty of the
Green Mountains.
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\1ariana, the heroine of a Slo\ak talc publi\hcd in 1920. one of the more
than one hundred foreign children's books collected by Emily Proctor for
the PrQl;lor free Library.
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