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Introduction 
 
 This collection of Henry Stevens family correspondence, 1844-1862, is between 
Henry Stevens (1791-1867), a businessman, politician, and antiquarian of Barnet, 
Vermont, his wife Candace, and their children.  Stevens was active in collecting early 
Vermont history and was one of the founders of the Vermont Historical Society. His 
sons, Henry Jr. and Benjamin Franklin, became well known as bibliographers and 
antiquarian booksellers. 
 
 According to Vermont Historical Society records, the eight Stevens family 
letterbooks were “found in WPA material” by John Baxendale in 1952 and turned over to 
the VHS.  Other family papers are in the collection of the University of Vermont, and it is 
unclear if they were part of the same collection. 
 
 Originally described in the VHS Brigham Index, the papers were reprocessed in 
1995 as part of an NHPRC grant funded project.  To improve their physical condition and 
order, the letterbooks were unbound and the letters placed in folders and now occupy two 
boxes (2 linear feet). 
 
Biographical Sketches 
 
 Henry Stevens was born in 1791, in Barnet, Vermont, the first of ten children of 
Enos and Sophia Grout Stevens. Upon his father’s death in 1808, he quit school to help 
manage the family farm and businesses.  In 1815 he married Candace Salter, and together 
they had eleven children, only six of whom survived to adulthood.  The children were 
Enos, 1816-1877; Sophia, 1817-1820; Henry, 1819-1886; George, 1821-1846; Samuel, 
1823-1827; Simon, 1825-1894; Sophia Candace, 1827-1892; Benjamin Franklin, 1829-
1833; Samuel, 1831-1833; Benjamin Franklin, 1833-1902; and Elizabeth, 1835-1836.  
Except for six years in Burlington, Stevens lived in Barnet and died there in 1867. 
 
 During his life Henry Stevens served as a justice of the peace and postmaster for 
Barnet and represented Barnet in the state legislature in 1826 and 1827.  He was one of 
the organizers of the Passumpsic Turnpike Corporation and operated a stage line for a 
time. He also served as an agent of the Secretary of the Treasury, collecting information 
about New England manufacturers.  Correspondence found in the collection shows that 
he also served in some capacity helping people acquire pensions.  An avid antiquarian 
and book collector, he helped found the Vermont Historical and Antiquarian Society in 
1838.  It later became the Vermont Historical Society. 
 
 Enos Stevens, the eldest son of Henry and Candace, was born January 22, 1816.  
He graduated from Middlebury College in 1836 and taught school in Pennsylvania.  He 
also studied astronomy and phrenology and published works on both topics.  In 1862 he 
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worked in New York City, for a customhouse eventually moving back to Barnet to care 
for his father and take over operation of the family farm. He married Sarah Elizabeth 
(Pearson) Whitehall in 1874.  Enos Stevens died January 31, 1877, and is buried in the 
Stevens cemetery in Barnet. 
 
 Henry Stevens Jr. was born August 24, 1819.  He attended Middlebury College in 
1838 then went to Washington, D.C., where worked as a clerk in the Treasury 
Department and Senate.  He attended Yale from 1841 to 1843 and spent the next year at 
Harvard studying law.  In 1845 he went to London, which became his home.  While 
attending school, he was employed copying manuscripts for Peter Force and became 
interested in the buying and selling of books.  He turned this interest into a career, 
serving as an agent for the Smithsonian Institute, the British Museum, John Carter 
Brown, and others.  He married Mary (Newton) Kuczynski in 1854, and they raised one 
son, Henry Newton (born 1855) in addition to Mary’s two children from her first 
marriage.  Henry Stevens Jr. died in 1886 and is buried in the Hampstead Cemetery in 
London. 
 
 George Stevens, born June 8, 1821, entered the U.S. Military Academy at West 
Point in 1839 and upon graduation in 1843 went to Fort Jessup, Louisiana.  A member of 
the Second Dragoons of the U.S. Army, he was transferred to Texas and served in the 
Mexican War. On May 18, 1846, he drowned while attempting to cross the Rio Grande.  
He is buried in Fort Brown, Texas. 
 
 Simon Stevens was born September 22, 1825.  After attending Peacham 
Academy, he was sent to Pennsylvania to prepare for college with his brother Enos.  He 
instead decided to study law with Thaddeus Stevens in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and was 
admitted to the Pennsylvania bar in 1844.  He practiced law in Washington, D.C., and 
then went to New York City, where around 1860-1861 he arranged a contract with the 
government to work with the customhouse.  From 1860 to 1864 he was in partnership 
with his brother Benjamin Franklin Stevens in the New York/London book trade and, 
according to evidence in this collection, was in the granite shipping business.  In early 
1861 Stevens was involved in what became know as the “Hall carbine affair.”  He 
purchased 5000 Hall carbines from Arthur Eastman, who had purchased them from the 
government.  Stevens then sold the guns to General John C. Fremont to be used by his 
troops in the Civil War.  Although the guns had originally sold for $3.50 each, Fremont 
purchased them from Stevens for $22 each.  There was a public outcry, and Simon was 
called to testify before Congress.  He was cleared of wrongdoing and remained in 
business in New York City.  By the late 1860s he held the position of president of the 
Tehuantepec Railway Company. 
 
 Simon Stevens married Caroline Leland Chubb in 1863, and they had two 
children:  George Thaddeus, 1865-1906; and Caroline Leland, b. 1867.  Simon died 
August 28, 1894. 
 
 Sophia Stevens was born August 18, 1827, and attended Brownington Academy, 
St. Johnsbury Academy, and the University of Vermont.  She taught school in Hartford, 
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Connecticut, from about 1848 to 1851.  In August 1851 she married Stephen Hitchcock, 
and together they operated a private school in Middlebury, Vermont.  When Hitchcock 
died a year later, Sophia went to England at her bother Henry’s invitation.  On her travels 
in Europe she met the American artist William Page, whom she married in 1856 or 1857.  
They lived in Italy until 1860, then moved to New York City.  The couple had six 
children:  William Stevens, 1858-1899; James Lovell, 1860-1906; Sophia Stevens, 1862-
1886; George Stevens, b. 1864; Candace Stevens, 1867-1895; and Henry Stevens, b. 
1870.  Sophia died February 11, 1892.   
 
 Benjamin Franklin Stevens, generally referred to as Franklin, was born February 
13, 1833.  He attended Peacham Academy and Newbury Seminary.  Like his older 
brothers, he became involved in copying historical documents, and at age fourteen he 
went to Albany, New York, to copy manuscripts in the office of the Secretary of State for 
his father.  In April 1850 he was named assistant state librarian for the state of Vermont 
in Montpelier, and was appointed deputy secretary of state in 1852.  In 1854 he enrolled 
at the University of Vermont, studying there for three years but never graduating.  He 
then began working with his brother Henry in the book business and left for London in 
1860.  He spent his life in the book business and copying American documents in 
European repositories, which he published as Stevens’s Facsimiles of Manuscripts in 
European Archives Relating to America.  He married Charlotte Whittingham in 1865; 
they had no children.  Benjamin Franklin Stevens died March 5, 1902, and is buried at 
Kensal Green Cemetery in London. 
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Henry Stevens family correspondence, 1844-1862, consists of letters between 
Henry and Candace Stevens of Barnet, Vermont, and six of their children:  Henry Jr., 
Sophia, Enos, Simon, Frank and George.  There are also letters to Henry Sr. relating to 
business and politics, and military correspondence of George. 
 
 The children began writing their parents as each left home for their education and 
to pursue their careers.  They seek advice about school and work choices, and discuss 
their financial situations at length.  In later years Henry Sr. seeks advice from his sons 
concerning his antiquarian business, finances and the family’s farm in Barnet.  As the 
children traveled in Pennsylvania, New York, Connecticut, and in Europe, they describe 
what they have seen and done, and what plans they have.  They also write home about 
marriages and children.  In Henry Jr.’s case, his wife took over the correspondence when 
they married. 
 
 There are also letters from non-family members, including business letters of 
Henry Sr., and letters to Sophia from school friends.  Most notable are a group of George 
Stevens military papers including receipts, orders, and correspondence. 
 
Related Collections 
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 Papers of members of the Stevens family are found in other collections of the 
Vermont Historical Society and can be located by name in the card catalog and Brigham 
index.  Of particular interest is an 1838 diary of Henry Stevens Sr. (MS/B/St4742). 
 
 Stevens family papers can also be found at the University of Vermont as 
described in A Guide to the Stevens Family Papers at the Guy W. Bailey Memorial 
Library, University of Vermont, by Philip Elwert; and the Vermont State Archives as 
described in A Guide to the Henry Stevens, Sr., Collection at the Vermont State Archives, 
by Eleazer D. Durfee and D. Gregory Sanford.    Both of these finding guides are 
available at the VHS library.  Many of the papers Henry Stevens Sr. collected during his 
lifetime that are pertinent to Vermont’s history were sold by Stevens to the New York 
State Library.  Although many were lost in a fire in 1911, some of the papers remain.  
The collection includes a small goup of Stevens’s correspondence according to Stevens 
Papers:  A Guide to Ninety-Five Boxes of Papers Relating to Vermont History, 1774-
1850, collected by Henry Stevens (1791-1867) and housed at the New York State Library, 
prepared by the New York State Library Staff. 
 
 The museum of the Vermont Historical Society has in its collection oil portraits of 
Henry and Candace Stevens by an anonymous painter. 
 
Organization 
 
 The papers were originally bound together in eight volumes but have been 
removed from the binding for conservation reasons.  Each series represents one volume 
but the order of the papers within each volume has been changed from an inconsistent 
subject classification to a straight chronological arrangement. 
 
Series Description 
 
 The first series, labeled book 14, contains letters written in 1844 between Stevens 
and his children.  Enos writes from Paradise, Pennsylvania, where he is teaching school, 
and in the early part of the year encourages his parents to send his brother Simon to join 
him to prepare for college. Simon moved in with Enos in April, and his letters home 
describe his activities, which lean more toward copying historical documents than 
schoolwork.  Among the papers he worked on were General Hand’s orderly book and 
payrolls, General Wayne’s papers, General Scammel’s orderly books, Hazen’s payroll, 
the adjutant general’s orderly books (1775-1778), Morgan’s papers at York, and 
Hubley’s papers at Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  In fall 1844 the letters between the elder 
Stevens, Enos, and Simon discuss Simon’s apparent lack of interest and effort in school 
work, and his proposed plan to abandon college to study law.  Henry Stevens Jr. 
corresponds with his parents in 1844 from Harvard.  He, too, is distracted from studies 
because of his job copying manuscripts for Peter Force.  His letters repeatedly discuss 
financial problems and the ongoing struggle to get enough work from Force--and to 
receive payment from him.  Also attending school in 1844 is daughter Sophia, at 
Brownington Academy and then St. Johnsbury Academy.  In November she goes to 
Boston to attend school.  Son George, a West Point graduate, writes home from Fort 
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Jessup, Louisiana, and in a March 4, 1844, letter sends a sketch of a soldier in uniform 
and a diagram of a typical southern farmhouse.  Included in this series is some of 
George’s military correspondence. 
 
 The second series, book 18, is correspondence for the years 1845 and 1846.  
There are letters to and from Simon, who is studying law in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
with Thaddeus Stevens; Henry Sr. in Montpelier, Vermont, and Washington, D.C.; 
Sophia at St. Johnsbury Academy and the University of Vermont in Burlington; and Enos 
in Philadelphia, where he is studying phrenology and astronomy; (in January 1845 he 
writes of a book he is working on).  Book 18 is made up mainly of letters to Henry and 
Candace Stevens concerning the death of their son, Lieutenant George Stevens, in May 
1846. Also part of this series is a group of receipts and military papers of George 
Stevens, 1839-1845. 
 
 The third series, book 20, contains correspondence for the year 1848.  Henry Jr. 
writes from Boston, Washington, and London, where he is involved in buying and selling 
books.  On March 12, 1848, he describes purchasing George Washington’s library of 
2,000 volumes, many inscribed by Washington, to be sold in part to the British Museum; 
on June 18, 1848, he reports that he has sold part of the library to the Boston Athenaeum 
and regrets that an American institution will not buy the rest of it.  Henry Sr. corresponds 
in 1848 with Clarke, Jared Sparks, J. D. Butler, and Daniel Chipman about George 
Washington, Ethan Allen, and the Battle of Bennington.  He also is trying to find copies 
of documents and Vermont statutes that are not in the Vermont State Library.  Ira Allen 
writes about his father’s difficulties with Colonels Key and Tichnor and asks for the 
return of his father’s papers on Colonel Key and his autobiography.  In January 1848 
Thaddeus Stevens requests through Simon that Henry and Candace take care of his 
mother, and he later writes concerning the settlement of the estate of his brother Alonso.  
Sophia is teaching high school in Hartford, Connecticut, and this series includes her 
correspondence with family and school friends.  Franklin corresponds from Montpelier, 
Vermont, where he is employed copying documents at the Secretary of State’s Office.  A 
recurring theme of the family correspondence in 1848 is Henry Sr.’s financial problems 
and his efforts to sell his library to the state. 
 
 Series four, book 21, contains letters written primarily in 1849.  Henry Stevens 
Sr. spends some time in Washington, D.C., during the year, and corresponds with his 
wife in Barnet, Vermont.  There are several letters introducing Stevens to Washington 
officials, including one written by Thaddeus Stevens on August 25, 1849.  He is also 
involved with Richard Randolph of Washington in the business of securing military 
pensions; and some correspondence is with various pensioners for whom he is working.  
Also corresponding with Henry Sr. is Henry Hubbard from Charleston, New Hampshire, 
about money Stevens owes him.  Miscellaneous items include a letter from Francis 
Wharton, June 3, 1849, about the trial of Matthew Lyon; a list of preachers of election 
sermons in Vermont, 1778-1834; a  March 30, 1849, letter to Daniel Chipman listing 
documents that Stevens has in his possession; and some printed ephemera.  There is also 
family correspondence with Sophia in Hartford, Connecticut; Simon in Lancaster, 
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Pennsylvania; and Enos in Boston, where he is trying to have his book on astronomy 
published. 
 
 The bulk of book 22 is correspondence from 1850.  Much of the correspondence 
is to and from Sophia, teaching high school in Hartford.  Several letters are from Thomas 
Beecher for whom she is working, and from his fiancée, Livy Day, of New Haven, 
Connecticut.  Other correspondence of Sophia’s is with family, friends, and pupils, and 
there are a few love letters between her and Stephen Hitchcock, whom she marries in 
August 1851. 
 
 Henry Jr. is in London and writes that he has been traveling in Europe with Mr. 
Brown of Providence, Rhode Island, and Bancroft Davis, son of Senator John Davis, and 
that Brown has paid him over $30,000 for books.  His letters in 1850 report how good 
business is in London.  Also in book 22 are letters from Simon in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania; several letters from Chauncey K. Williams, at Williams College, about 
Vermont election sermons; a letter from Peter Force; and description by Henry Sr. of the 
journal of the Committee of Safety of Cumberland County in 1776, which he has 
acquired.  There are also copies of letters written by Henry Sr. to Senator Henry Clay and 
John Davis. 
 
 Series six, book 23, spans the years 1849-1853, but the bulk of the papers were 
written in 1851 and 1852.  Stephen Hitchcock writes for permission to marry Sophia and 
ensuing correspondence is about their August 18, 1851, wedding.  Sophia continues to 
correspond with Thomas Beecher and Livy Day and writes from Middlebury, Vermont, 
where she and her husband are teaching. 
 
 Henry Jr. is in London and writes about his travels with Bancroft Davis and 
Francis Lieber.  He also writes about buying books for Brown and Lenox, and there is a 
letter to him from a sculptor named Kinney who wants to send his bust of Ethan Allen to 
Henry to be in an exposition in London and then be presented to the British Museum.  In 
1851 there are also letters from Erastus Fairbanks concerning a railroad crossing in 
Barnet, letters about pensions, and letters from James John.  Miscellaneous papers 
include a printed report and constitution of the Vermont State Agricultural Society and 
manuscript Whig resolutions on the extension of slavery, the fugitive slave law, and a 
denial of nullification. 
 
 The correspondence continues into 1852, when Henry Sr. writes from 
Washington, D.C., where he is doing some work for the Secretary of the Treasury.  
Sophia writes from Middlebury in August and September about the illness and death of 
her husband and then Henry Jr. writes to her from Dublin inviting her to England, where 
she can work for him and live at his expense.  Henry Jr. also writes to his father about the 
work he has been doing for the Smithsonian Institution of compiling a bibliography of 
imprints, mentioning that he has been elected to the Royal Society of Antiquarians as the 
only American member.  Other letters in 1852 are between Henry Hubbard and Henry Sr. 
about money owed Hubbard by Henry Sr. and Simon Stevens, and correspondence from 
Gideon Hotchkiss giving Henry Sr. power of attorney for various inventions in Vermont. 
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 There a few letters from 1853, including some correspondence between Henry Sr. 
and Moses Kittredge about business.  On November 28, 1853, Enos writes from Barnet, 
where he is taking care of the family farm, to his father, who is traveling, about legal 
problems with the land.  In December there is a letter from Sophia in Paris.  
 
 The seventh series, book 25, contains letters written 1855-1859, most from 1855-
1856.  In February 1855 there is a letter from Mary Stevens, Henry Jr.’s wife, whom he 
had married a year earlier.  There are also letters from Henry Jr.’s stepchildren to Henry 
Sr. and Candace, and in June 1855 there is a letter announcing the birth of Henry and 
Mary’s son, Henry Newton.  Henry Sr. receives three letters from Ira Allen Jr. in May 
reporting the death of his father and seeking assistance in getting a clerkship in 
Washington, D.C.  A letter from Simon June 3, 1855, congratulates his father for being 
appointed Indian commissioner.  Later in June there is a letter from Henry Sr. and a 
receipt for lodging in Massena, New York, where he has been attending a conference 
representing American Indian claims against Vermont.  Correspondence from Sophia 
during 1855 is from Paris until November, when she is in London visiting Henry’s family 
before moving to Rome.  She is writing for the Tribune and painting. 
 
 In 1856 Sophia’s correspondence concerns William Page, a divorced artist.  On 
June 25 she writes to Henry and Mary that she intends to marry Mr. Page.  On July 7 she 
indicates that Page has sold his work Venus to the Boston Athenaeum and discusses the 
business of selling her paintings.  Upon hearing of Sophia’s marriage plans, Simon (in 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania) is happy for her, although his attitude changes in the fall and he 
no longer supports the idea.  Henry Sr. corresponds with James Johns, who sends him a 
manuscript copy of his “Vermont Autographer and Remarker”; with George W. Randell 
about a legal matter; and with G. P. Marsh concerning antiquarian business. 
 
 The last series, book 28, has letters written in 1860 from Sophia and her husband, 
William Page, to Henry and Candace Sevens discussing among other things Sophia’s 
writing and William’s paintings.  Henry Jr. remains in England, and Franklin writes from 
London in July reporting on Henry and Mary’s good health.  In 1861 Henry writes that 
he is buying for Governor Fairbanks, and John C. Fremont is in London.  In August 
Sophia, her family, and Enos are all living with Simon, who is furnishing granite from 
Maine for High Bridge.  Simon writes that Henry has sent cannon, shells, and muskets to 
Fremont, and Simon has ordered sabers.  In September he reports that Fremont has asked 
him to go to the field with him as a major on his staff, but he declines.  Franklin describes 
English sympathies with the south in the Civil War.  Henry Sr. corresponds with William 
Applegate (about the Battle of Bennington) and with Abby Hemenway.  There are letters 
written by or to Henry Sr. in 1861 about the history of Barnet, Poultney, and Caledonia 
County.  Nathan Way writes about a survey Henry Sr. has of a canal up the Connecticut 
and Passumpsic Rivers. 
 
 Letters continue into 1862 with Enos, Simon, and Sophia in New York City.  In a 
January 13 letter, Enos describes his job at the customhouse examining and shipping 
manufactured items, which he does in addition to pursuing his writing and inventions.  
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Sophia writes in January that she has had whooping cough and in June reports the birth of 
her daughter.  Several letters during the year mention the war, and in February Simon 
describes his problems concerning the sale of carbines and his involvement with 
Fremont.  Henry Sr.’s correspondents during the year include A. M. Hemenway, Ira 
Allen, and William S. Appleton, who writes to Henry Stevens February 7 suggesting 
Stevens send his collection of historical material, including that of the Vermont 
Historical Society, to Boston, where it will be better appreciated.  Henry and Franklin 
continue to write from England, although Enos indicates in an August letter that Franklin 
is expected in New York.
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Inventory 
 Doc 30  Folder 1 Book 14, n.d. 
 2 _____, 1841, 1843 
 3 _____, January-February, 1844 
 4 _____, March-April, 1844 
 5 _____, May-June, 1844 
 6 _____, July-August, 1844 
 7 _____, September, 1844 
 8 _____, October, 1844 
 9 _____, November-December, 1844 
 10 _____, 1845-1850 
 11 Book 18, n.d. 
 12 _____, 1844 
 13 _____, January-March, 1845 
 14 _____, April-June, 1845 
 15 _____, July-December, 1845 
 16 _____, January-March, 1846 
 17 _____, April-June, 1846 
 18 _____, July-September, 1846 
 19 _____, October-December, 1846 
 20 _____, Military papers of Lt. George Stevens 
 21 _____, 1847 
 22 Book 20, n.d. 
 23 _____, January-February, 1848 
 24 _____, March, 1848 
 25 _____, April, 1848 
 26 _____, May, 1848 
 27 _____, June, 1848 
 28 _____, July-August, 1848 
 29 _____, September, 1848 
 30 _____, October 1848 
 31 _____, November, 1848 
 32 _____, December, 1848 
 33 _____, 1887 
 34 Book 21, n.d. 
 35 _____, 1831-1848 
 36 _____, January, 1849 
 37 _____, February, 1849 
 38 _____, March, 1849 
 39 _____, April-June, 1849 
 40 _____, July-September, 1849 
 41 _____, October-November, 1849 
 
 Doc 346  Folder 1 Book 21, December, 1849 
 2 _____, 1851-1860 
 3 Book 22, n.d. 
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 4 _____, January-March, 1850 
 5 _____, April-June, 1850 
 6 _____, July-September, 1850 
 7 _____, October-December, 1850 
 8 _____, 1851-1857 
 9 Book 23, n.d. 
 10 _____, 1849-1850 
 11 _____, January-March, 1851 
 12 _____, April-June, 1851 
 13 _____, July-September, 1851 
 14 _____, October-December, 1851 
 15 _____, 1852-1853 
 16 Book 25, n.d. 
 17 _____, 1850-1851 
 18 _____, January-June, 1852 
 19 _____, July-September, 1852 
 20 _____, October-December, 1852 
 21 _____, 1853-1854 
 22 _____, January-June, 1855 
 23 _____, July-December, 1855 
 24 _____, January-April, 1856 
 25 _____, May-August, 1856 
 26 _____, September-December, 1856 
 27 _____, 1857-1859 
 28 Book 28, n.d. and 1857-1860 
 29 _____, January-June, 1861 
 30 _____, July-September, 1861 
 31 _____, October-December, 1861 
 32 _____, January-June, 1862 
 33 _____, July-December, 1862 


